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NEXT M 

The ncxt meetin: of tbe It'crstern Australian Branch of t he  
l b y a l  A u ~ r a l a s i n n  Ornithologists' Union will be held a t  the  
hlu,crum, P ~ r t h .  on Saturday,  J u l y  1, 1944, a t  2.15 p.m. Ma jo r  
\!%lttell w ~ l l  preslde. 

AGENDA : 1. The s tudy  of Silver.eges by Trapping  
alld Bal~di~rg ,  by Messrs. \'. N. Serventy and L. 
J. McI311rb. (Preliminc~rv readin;: The Emu. 
vol 42, Alwil, 1943, p. lW), 

2. Albatrosses: Discussiou on problems nf i d r*~ t i .  
catlon, led bj- Mr .  L. Glauert  and Ur. U. L. 
Servcnty. 

R E P O R T S  OF PROCEEDINGS 
INAL'GUHAI. MEETING.  MAY 22 lDlS 

T h e  folloninp p e r e n s  at trnded the meeting a t  the Museum 
cvn 3lny 32, 1943. cor~rened by the President (Major El. hl. 
~ i t t l l ) :  51ujor \l'hittcll lrljsses 0 .  Seymour and N. 
I.'lt tl.J~er (Yiclorin); Dr.  D. L: S e r v e n t ~  and Messrs. G. l)ocl)el 
C. Bnkins. E Edmondson. L Glauert ,  C. F. H. Jenkills end  
1'. S. Serventy (S ta le  Secre tnry) .  

h1:ljclr n'h!ttell briefly described the  aims nnd orcar~isat ion 
of the R.A.0.I'. nnd indicated t he  reasons for the calling of 
t he  meeting, the 6rs t  of i t s  kind i n  tbe S ta te .  H e  holed t ha t  
in fu ture  rcy~llar  meetings a-ould be  held, and so devclol~ q 
s l n ~ n p  group of or~~itholo,oists i n  Tes t e rn  Australia. H e  tben 
cnllrd ~ I I  members present a n d  ~ ~ i s i t o r s  to  outline their acti- 
vities in bird work and offered s~iarnestions for  Jwnl activities. 
bliss Fletcher drscribed ibe  Bird Observers Club in Victoria. 
hlr. R d r n ~ * ~ l d & ~ . t ~  crnr~.(l th18 rl~vclrq~rnrn! of the 1Y.A. Gould 
I ~ n g u e ,  nnd Mr. Eakins desrribed how Corresj~lldellce C l a s e s  
were fur thcnnx bird study. 

Dr .  Sw-venty. a t  the instnnce of the cbairrnnll. outlined a 
lllan for tbc f u t l ~ r e  c o n d ~ c t  of the meet in:^. H r  \\-ishrd to  
avoid tbe ~~ r t~ f i t l r s s  ty11e of rnrrting so often fnunc! ill nntural  
b i s ~ o r y  oranlli?;ntions. T b r  mer t ing .~  sbollld bare tbc ser:ous 
ninl of n~nkil!a us better nrnithrfilo~ists ns nr l l  nc .11rnridi11: 
all c r e n i l t ~  of e~~ter tn inmcnt .  Bi rd  people. in Auztra'in do not 
rr3d rnnuzh nbnut their r ~ ~ h j e c t .  thervfore they lark the then. 
I-ctieal bnrkzrlmnd n-hir-11 i .  11eedr4 to  n( tho hc-ct 0111 c~f 
tLeir r~hrerviny. A Krcnt deal of effo1.t i s  collectiv~ly cxpcndcd 
in firld-nnrk. invalrin: time. mnnry. etc., nur! \VI. shonl~l  
capitnlise all this to the fullest extrnt. I t  was nrol~orvd t o  
nrgnnisd t h r  f u t ~ ~ r e  rneetil~zs of tho  R.A.O.1'. it1 Pr r th  so a. 
tb indud?  d : r ; c~~s~ inn ,  l ~ l ~ d e r  direction. o r  tutnrinlc. In th.. 
various subjects nerded for a fuller understnndil~e -E hirtls in 
t h r  field o r  of rlrr!mens ill the study. \Ye sh:lll find ollr 
hnbbr mocb more intrl-1:sting tllr rnnr,. r e  kn11,: nhnl~t  i!. Ir 
n . 3 ~  bnped to include n tbrorrticnl znd prar :I-:~I to1.i~ 11: c.l!<-h 
meetina. 

T h e  proposal wns disrusced with npprnvnl and Dl.. ::*.t\-rl!:y 
and Ifessrs. (;Inuert n l~d  1'. Pcrrenty  were appointed n citln. 
lnittec to  handle the nrannicntiol~ of fllture mertine!:. 

SECOSD BIEETING. J I !LT 24 leg3  
At the serond meetin? of the brnlloh, be'd nt the hI11sr1irn. 

011 Ju ly  24, 194.7. a t  2.30 p.m. D r .  L). L. Pervcnty prcsidr-d 
nlld led discussinns nn territory nnd the E C I I I I C  A r n ~ ~ t b i z a .  

TERRITORY JN B I R D L I F E  
T h r  fnllnmnz is a surnrnnry of Dr .  Srrvrntv'!: rrmnrks:  T h a t  

bird? hnvr llsrcels of Ernund o r  trl-ritorirs n l ~ i c l ~  they j r n l n ~ ~ c l y  
rllnrd fnr tbemselvrs while nrcting. mny swrn quit,- an nhviorls 
fact. Act~inlly, hnnever. th r  idea nf tcrr i tr~ry a: n fnctnr in 
t h r  life c?-c.lr of bib-ds is qn-ite a new nnn. at Ienst nz fnr  as  t h r  
n\-ernac birdlover is cnncerned and it means much mnrr than 
merely kce),ing ellemieS nwny f r m  tbe nest. T h r  iden of 
territory may hr  very rffrrtirely intrnd~lced hv an inrldrnt  
which hnpprnrd in nnr of the local Museum rlncces. A hov 
mentinned that  Itnbins fiabr n thr r  birds at  n e t i n r  timr. T h i o l ~  
otber birds he was aslird, H n w k ~ .  Mnapies? I n ~ r ~ . n ~ l  of g iv i~ ie  
t h r  cnnvrntional nnzwcr, th r  keen ynnna observer rrplird. 
other Rnbins. Tbnt  a n s  the escPnw of territory. A plot of 
ground, centred arnnnd the site of t h r  nest, is  defended h r  thc 
nanlr. sometimep thc feninlc a k n .  aaninst  &her males of the 
snme cpwies. 

T h r  hest introdllrtion to  t h r  stlldx- of territnrr fn- *b 
nvernrr  hirdlnrrr is eivcn in Jsrnes Fisher's "Watching Birds" 
obtainnble in the Pelirnn series. I t  sbould he in the hands  

Ifr.. A. June.  1 W  

IEETING 
of everrbody a t  all interested in the 6eld stndy of birds. A 
L J ~ A C U I  life cycle for  a n  average territory bird was  a s  follows: 

h'lrst t,he individual was a member. of $ w p e r a t i v e  fopd- 
bcx-kru~ flock, i u  which t h e  birds d id  r o t  s n 6  l u  the S p n n g  
t he  f l o c h  begau to break u p  a u d  rhe males would leave and 
k g i u  t o  FJ v i S i t ~  to g ~ i t a b l e  small arena of their summer 
hubitat. rnally the m a l a  left  the flock altogether and  stayed 
permanently in their territor.es, singing vigurvu& from various 
ilointa of vantnge ill it. T h u s  the  area became parcelled 
among the males  Wheu ally one intruded into the  sphere 
o i  induence of another, ag;re*sive reactions followed. There 
mas  a good deal of c lus ing  nbout, but frequently no real 
combnts  Tbe  intruding birds seemed conscious of the fact 
the! were trespassers alld yut u p  uo resistaucc until they got 
buck 11ut thrir  fl.ol~l.er lille; the11 the roles were reversed. 

l t !was l l o r  the f e m a l ~ ' ~  t u r ~  to  11:nve the Bock. She  wns 
a l t r a r t r d  by the s i l ~ g i l ~ g  mule aud  even tua l l~  $be attached her '  
self to  one particular partner.  IYhen a mare thus acquired a 
nlatc he usually ceased t o  sing. Those males pc~~sessing gaudy 
a>lour9  nud special orl lameuts a h  stopped disylariqg them 
r h e u  the femnle became a resident. Generally the onlp own- 
sions u.hcu i.ie male would sing bencefonh were when other 
males approached, and  song and  displny were then a signal 
tu aggressive intentions. T h e  .purpose of song was  essentialiy 
to  ad\.crt;sc the ~~ossoss iou  of terr i torr ,  and the reaction of 
birds h e a r i ~ ~ g  i t  depended on their  sex. A male bird hearing 
the song is mrrdc aware  t h a t  a male i n  possesiou and i s  
challr l~giug his a l ~ l ~ r o n e h ;  a female, on the  otber hand, i s  
nude a..vnrc thnt kcre is a u  unmatrd nlnle a i t b  n territory 
9ud shc i s  nttrncted to  t he  EJIO~.  This theor: uon- superseded 
tLc d d  idea that  bright colollrs and dial~lay r~lnyrd a par t  in 
~ e x u n l  sclcction aud t ha t  f c m ~ t l c ~  chose n: rheir mP.tes. the 
best S:ngers ~ l i d  ~ 1 0 s :  gaudy males. 

I n  the nonheru hen~is l~here .  where the cubject bad been 
l l~os t  s t i~died,  birds u s ~ ~ a l l y  held territories oil\. ju the spring 
cl;d sunlmer ncsril~:. period, after  whicrb the territories u-ere 
dis.;ul\-ed and ILC birds joil~cd. up again inro nomadic o r  mi. 
zl-:1ra*ry Bocks. Ho~vcver ,  there were many birds which were 
ncuc.ntary o l ~ d  did 11ilt fern] Bocks. Study of some of these 
s1)t.c.i~~ rcvedrd tbut  they dcfendcd territories for  the wbolc 

 be .\-ear. -4 ccillcer1:lrlrce of this  wns that  the mnleS would 
s lnz  all tbr  yenr rol~lld. I n  the case of the .imerica~l block- 
in:-bird n~alca and femaleS hns separate territnrirs in the 
n - i~~ i e l - ,  whet~  botb snlln. 111 the  spring when the female joined 
1t1. ~nal: but d.d II!II sho~.t. i n  the defence of the uestlng 
ta:~ ritstr! &hc did ]lot. sing. 

\'cry littlc nwrk hnd been done in Australia. 1\11,. C. .A. 
F ' l cmi~~ ; ' ~  n ~ r k  011 t b r  Silver-eye in S r n .  Zea!and b e ~ n a  
prncdcally a pioneer effort on a n  Australinn bird. H i s  work 
show-ed that  thc terr i tory cycle iu ~ b c  Sil\-t.r-eye compared 
fair:!, closely to n ty l~ ica l  nor thern  hcmisllhere bird maintain- 
ilrg o u l ~  spring and enrlp summer  territories. Ocnernlly Aus- 
tl-o1ia11 c ~ r ~ ~ i t L o I o ~ ~ t s  have not  nccel)ted the territory theory 
t w ~  a~lthusiast i~.al ly for  the in te~yre ta t iou  of tbeir bird ob- 
s e r \ - ; l t i t r~~~ .  l u  part icular  tbey a r e  averso to ncceptin:: the 
fuct thnt song is  purely uti l i tarian and  sen-es merely to ad. 
w r t i s e  the pns5rasiuu of terr i tory.  Here ir: Australin birds 
s i~ :g  for a greater Imrt  of tbd year thnn in Europe nod risi t  
in;: or~~i~hc!losists  arc iml~ressed  b y  the number oE birds to 
be heard s i n&4~~g  in our  au tumn  and winter months. TO my 
niind this suggcqsts one of two things: Some of our hone,-- 
enters. for example have v e r r  prolouged breeding seasons. 
T h e  ~ a a n y ~ r o n n r d n ~ l d  Ken- ~ o l ~ a n d  Honeycnters map have 
i ~ l d v i d ~ ~ a l s  nesting almost a t  any month of the yenr ;  tber2- 
fore. these particular bird, would be singill:. Secondlv, te r -  
ritories may be defended permanently. all the year round. 
Therefore song as "n di.aance thrent" to rlrsl mnles would 
continue. nll the .venr. \\-c ,have, a s  a matter of fact ,  few 
bird, tbnt arc miara tory ;  those that  arc strictly sedentary 
lnigbt we!] hold permanent territories. 

Tho  6eld abend of u s  is a big one. FTe should organize 
o u r  observations aiCb the  te r r i tory  theorp a t  t h e  back of our  
mind, as  a working hypotbeds ,  without cl~nging to every 
feature of overseas iniernretat ion a s  ind is~utable  dogmk 
No te  the facts according tb whether o r  not thhy are conkstent  



-jtb an,* pnrticulnr theory or territory. Attempt t o  deter- 
m i ~ l c  whethcf territory i e  beld only b tbe nesting seuon o r  a t  
other timcs. Note wbether birds are  singing doring any  
fjeld arcursion you make.. Boild @ng charts for pnrtiaular 
slrecics. This is now bein done by Ncw Zealand' bird-watchers 
and  the information shoufd give nb important do* a s  t o  
whether sucb species are  permanent territory holdem or  not. 

s o m e  Individuals may bold permanent territories and 
others of the same species i n  otber districts may not. in 
the American Mocking-bird, the food capacity of a n  area  
determining whether a bird c a n  afford to  remain d e n t a r y  o r  
not. Closc attention &ould be paid to  dimlay o r  posturing. 
T r y  and distinguiab a h e t h e r  the actiom serve the purpose of 
tbreat  behaviour to  otber males o r  are  directed towards the  
female., o r  botb. Do thew thinps occur before or after mating, 
ctc. Accurate1 record eve-thlng a.bich seems to k ~ e r t i n e n t  
and makc i t  d e a r  in your notes  whnt ia observation and what 
i s  conjecture o r  interpretation. 

1I)EKTIFICATION OF TRORh'BIIlS (Aeur(hlza) 
I n  a disc0~5ion of problems of field identi6cation of these 

birdrr. Dr. Scrvcnty summarised the field pppeamnrr of the  
lo(-nl slwcies a s  follows: 

Tellvw-toi!ed Thornbill (Acanthizn chrysorrhca)--The only 
Icbcnl species with a bright rellow rnmp: spotted forehead and 
a white eyebrow. 

Bluwn Thrlrnbill (A. pusilla). I n  most books this is  rc- 
ferred to a s  the Broad-tailed Thornbill (A. npicrlis) lrirt 
the  latter like \\'hitlock's Thornbill (A. whitlockif and 
other, are  ~ n l y  geographical races of the w i d c ~ . ~ n r d  Bmn-11 
Thornbill. I t  .is the o n l j  Thornbill which bas s t rukcd nndcr- 
pc r t s ;  the rump js a n  inconspicuous brown and the tail is 
often carried cocked in the  manner of a Blue Wren. 

Western Thornbill (A. iuornata).  A plain liftlc bird bnv- 
in:: unstrcaked yellow-buff undeqmrts nnd the back of a 
bmn-nish olive. 

! n e  above three nre tbc onlr  oncn to ba fnund in tbe Soutb- 
\Test: fnlnlld nrd filrtbcr no r th  are  three edditional species: 

Chestnut-tniled Thor i~bi l l  (A. urnpr:.nlis). This ha< a 
c h e p t n ~ ~ t  r ~ ~ r n p  much b r i ~ h t e r  t b n i ~  the Bronn Tbornhill bnr 
tbc bird differ, from t b a t  species in brrinc no streaks on tbc 
brenst. Also ii dnes ]not cock it; tail. 

Thick billed T b o r ~ ~ b i l l  (A. Robustirnstris). This also has  
a chestn~lt rump L I I I ~  differs from cll otber T b o n ~ b ' l ~ ~  i ? ~  
bnvin: characteristic h l~~e-g re \ .  npljcr parts. Tbc crww11 1s , 
urraked. T'be hns not been recorded south of the 
l n l s o o  district. - 

Slrnder-billed o r  Snmphire Thornbill (A. mnrgrni or ire- 
dalei). -4 pldu-colourcd bird n,itb'a buff nlmp. Inokinz like a 
ver;r bleached form of the  Yellow-tailed TharnW11: otberwisc 
no consl~icuous markings ds ib l c  In the field : nndeqiarts 
i~nstrcaked. I t  is larpcly confined to  the ~amljhirp mnrrills of 
inlnlid salt b k c s  but has not been seen south of the Eastern 
Goldfields. 

THJRD MEETING. N A Y  25, 1 8 U  
This meetill=, deferred on prveral ncrrrsinns. was beld nt 

thr  3lr1re11m nn Xlny 2i. a t  7.30 p.m.. 31njnr \Thinell presid. 
inp. The .subjects discussed were D'splns in Bird-life and 
problems of identification of benrb-drifted petrels. 

BIRD DISPLAY 
The  fnllon-inr is a summary of a tnlk bv hfr. V. N. Ser-  

crntc ,  B.Sc.. Tbe topic n.ns considered under threc headings: 
(a) Types of display. 
(b)  T'nl114 nf d:sl~lay. 
fc) Jholution of display. 

(n) iz herclmina more nnd mnrr widely knnmn. althouxh 
little is k11own of A u s t r n l i o ~ ~  birds. (b) a ~ l d  (c) arc still mr t -  
ters f o r  d i sc~~sdnn .  

T)lr I ? q ~ ~ i l > m e ~ ~ t  Birds P s r  in Djsp1a.r 
(n)  Tnicr. nnd nnisrs .prodl~rcd by drummin: t.be beak, and 

nir n,hic.tlin= tbrn112b fcnthers. 
(b)  Pli~mngc, legs. b i l l  insidn of month. nnd nng special 

ndornmrnts. 
( c )  Sllerinl pnsture of body 11s11al1, nspcioted with (b). 
(a )  A r t ~ ~ n l  physical Contact of some ,xort. 
( e )  T'se of snme ex t r r l~a l  object sucb a s  food presentation. 

n-t.in,g materlnl, or bnwer. 
Pb~$ological and. h lcntd  Abilities 

Sirht.  , t o ~ ~ c h .  thstr. hearing are  se l l  develonrd. but smell 
not at  rill in rnn-t birds except the petrels. hIentnl nhilit? 
is  probably on thr snme plane a s  a reptile. I t  can perform 
clsborate but purely instinctive acts. Educatibility is low. 

n p e s  of Displar 

(a) CourtPhi feeding--ite food value i s  unimportant-- 
and i t  is  possibly counected with tbe presentation of nestin& 
material. It Is a p d b l e  reappearance ot infantile ttebavionr 
a s  an  adult e x u a  ceremony. 

(b) Ceremonial paping-briat coloors amociated with 
the n ;o~ tp  mag bc both stimulatom and indicators for  food 
placement. 

(c) Posturing-a common typd of display. 
(d)Song. 
(e) Greeting Ceremonieq 
( f )  Dancing. 
(K) Flight. 
Display type is determfned t o  8 large extent by mode of 

living. 
t i p i b a r n e e  

The main drives in  animals am food, sex and self pre 
scrvation in tbat order :-a 

Display 
(a)  Replaces actual fifitlng. 
(h) & n e s  a s  am advertisement t o  the female; 
(c) but primarily display seems necessary t o  complete the 

sexunl c y c l c t o  achieve emordination throughout the  
breeding scnson. 

Nm%anics of Dislrlny 
Thc "relea*r concept" has h e n  formulnted by Dr .  Konrad 

lmrunz. Postures. morements. etc. a re  "releasers" which 
switch on srw'iclc reactions, in an  assocrate bird' (this map be 
a child. Ilnrcnt, brotbcr o r  sister, e x  o r  social associate). 
There is an i~levitnhle response to  a releaser. The "releasers" 
nrr like n cc~mbination lccli which rcpoires a dedni? series 

mnS~rulotio~is r t o  open it--a aerieF whlch i t  !: a lmos t  impoaible t o  find b &an= T h e  Relurrs  
must be nnmistntnble. One medificstion i s  that by damming 
!I]) a reactien. Steps in the chain 04 releasers may be skipped. 
1.c.. rPact:ons bare  a threshold of i n t end t j  (an analogr i s  
thr series of ntcla a-hich c a ~ r  under ccrtnin conditions be 
tnlirn in on: bound :-possibl~. thig mny be completely useless 
frnm a binlnzicrl 11oi11t of view as  cq1erinie11ts so f a r  h a r e  only 
lrrce'ved the fact thntl ses~rnl  11nion does rlccllr, not that it 
was n s ~ ~ c r ~ a r f u l  fertillsntiori o r  that i t  was of valne in keep. 
ing the pair united). 

Thorr nre therefore two chnins: .(a) chain of releasers; 
(b) rnrreqbnndinx rhnin of thresholds. 

(Criticism. Rr'earcrs a re  not s i ~ ~ g l e  ar ts  but rnther a 
. ~ l s t t p r n  of ~t 'mul i .  individnal variatiolls of tbe  pattern do nor 
affrrt the r;um.ssful result). 

Rrcr~rnmmdetl for fur ther  study. "Bird Dicplny " by E. 
A. Armstrnn:. Cnmhridgd I l~~ ive r s i ty  Press. 1M9. In7 thc  E m 3  
~ n l .  XLiii. p. SS, 9l-!l2 types of display ill two local birds are  ~. - . - 
d ~ ~ c r i b r d .  

JDEXTIFICATION O F  PETRELS 
hlnjnr \Vbit~ell. Dr.  Scr\.cnty nnd 31r. G l n ~ ~ r r t  dism~ssrd a 

sprier of hl~i.cum ski~!s of local petrels and poil~ted mlt \-aliocc 
ft.ntnre, aidill- idrntificntion. IYhererrr pmsihle hroch-driftec! 
sea birds sho111d be preserved and despntchcd to the >Inscum 
or  some Iq~cnl or~iithn:o,rrj~t nblr to turn thrm into d i n s .  \Yhm 
fnnlid nli rb.. heach. bcdrogglcd and ~mrttbercd ill snnd. they 
mny alq1cnr unl1rcre11tnblc and hopeless. However n b m  carried 
n l n n ~  in the wi11d and nfter thev hare had an oppor tun i t~  of 
dryinn nut. their nppcarance i s  quite transformed n~id  many 
lnake  nod sl~ecimrns. All ruch matcrinl should be carefull:, 
identified even if cvcntuiilly it is; neresznry to discord it. 

XEW AXD NOTES 
Retnin this and lnter copies of the "Bird Nnter" and keep 

them in n hinder o r  file for referenet-. Only a limited number 
of m l ~ i r . ~  nrc i s r ~ ~ e d  and  if  nt any time; ynn find no frirther 
IISO f--.. ;]-em 1-lrnse r e t ~ ~ r n  to  the Stnte Serrrtary (hlr .  1'. N. 
S(-l!.eat\- 24 Orrslow Rnhd. Subinco). Thcs a-ill be made 
availahlo tn  I IPW rncrnbers. 

3Iprnheh: prr i1115tea- tn su,rr:cpt topics for  disrussinn at 
thr  rnveiinr.~. bntb fnr tlrr throrcticol subject n l~d the  Eroup of 
bird< f n i  rhr ~l rar t i ra l  disrnsion. 

Our mcmher. hfr. Ken Bli'ler hns r e c r n t l ~  returned from 
n l e n ~ t h r  jn~~rney  nlnng the  Cennind Storp Rautr n-hrrr he 
was able to make an important collection of ~13er imen~ .  
Al~nthrr member. Mr .  I. Carnaby. recenrlv demohiliscd from 
t b r  A.X.F. b k  d u r i n ~  his a rmy  ~erviee  risited a r e n ~  of ereat 
nrnitbnlnqjrnl interest in the n0rthe.m part. of t h ~  Sta le .  Mr. 
C. F. H. Jenkins i s  absent on a. long collntry trjn 

Rerrnt Iettrrs frnm P / O  Stnn White an4 F/O E., 4; 
qr+-m'--l; kbth with t h e  R.A.A.F. "somewherp in A11zrral.a 
h~d i ra t e  tbn; the$ a r e  actively engczed in ornitholopjcal Pur- 
w i t s  in tbc arens whcre they are stationed. 


