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REPORTS OF MEETINGS

FOURTH MEETING, JULY 1. 1814

The fourth meeting of the Western Australiany Branch of
the Royal Australasinn Ornithologists Union was beld at the
Museum, Perth, on July 1; 44, at 2,15 pan.. Major H. M.
Whittell pres'ding over an attendance which included Dr.
. L. Serventy, Messrs, L. Gluuert, X. G Buller, G, Doepel,
Co 17, 1L Jenkins, L. J. Mellugh, . Eakins and V. N.
Serventy.

P'resentation of the Bujler Camning Stock Route Colieet on
to the Muoseum.—The Cluyirnmnan stated that thig was the
second  collection which the Musemin had received from the
Canning Stock Route, hetween Wiluna aud Hall's Creek. In
1930-31, when the wells were being re-conditioned, the Musenm
taxidermist, AMr. O, . Lipfert, was detyiled to aceompauy
the party and his collection of over 200 skns was divided
between  the  Sonth  Austialinn and  Western  Aunstralian
Muscums, which had jointly met the expenses of alie collecior.
5, 12 Mr, Ho My Wilson, who was in charge of the re-apen”
ihg of the wells from Wiluna to Well No. 30 sugzested the
arganisation of an ornitbological party to accompany him and
Mr. K, G. Buller and Mr. Axel Poignant arranged to go. In
1945 the northern section from Hall's Creek te No. 30 awux
recanditioned and Mr, Buller was given an officfal post with
tlic paity, that of pedal wireless operatur and first aid as-
sistant. In his spare time he collected bird specimens and
other natural history materinl, often undey very tryng con-
ditjons, the gkinning being mostly done at night under tbe
illunymation of a carbide lamyp. About 200 bird skins were
wollected and there was now an opportunity for some thorough
work beinzg done on the vertebrate zoology of the country tra-
versed by the Route. It was proposed that a part of the
Recmds of the W.\, Museuni be jssied, D, D, L. Serventy
to deal with the birds and Mr, L. Glauert the mammals and
reptiles.  Thix would alsa be a fitting tribute to My, Lipfert
to whom Western Australfan natural history owed sa much.

Mr. Buller, in formally ‘handing over tha collection to the
Musenmn,. deseiibed some of his experienceg in making it, men-
tioning the assistance he received from the natives. He paid
a ti'bute to the late Mr, Lipfert who had trained him in the
clements of colleeting and had jnspived and encanragzed him.

The bulk of the collection was on display, and insmeetad
by tbe members.

Investigatione op Silver-Eyves.—Mr. V. Serventy gave a
brief summarvy of the New Zealand stoudies on Slver.cyes,
uxing the banding technigne ang Mr, L. McHugh followed with
a <hort account of hic local work., e had devised a small
scif-releasing trap, worked by the spring of a mouse trap and
Birds caught were banded with bome made rings.  Already
many “returns” had been registered angd the vesnlts would be
usefnl in studies of local wanderiug  auwd the question  of
monlts, It would be interesting if other membery conld take
np the work in adincent subnrbs,

Identification of Albatrosses—Dr. Serventy, Major Whittell
and My, Glavert partook in a discus<’on on the identification
of heach drifted athatiosses. A good snmmary of the po'nts
ta look for are given in a paper by Mr. H. T. Condon in the
South Anstralian Ornithologist, 1936, .

FIFTI] MEETING, SEPTEMBER 28 1944

The following attended at the Muscum on Septemher 28 at
745 pm.: Major Whittell (in the ¢hair). Dr, 1D, L Serventy,
Mis. Do L Serventy  Mise O, Seymour, Messrs, L. Glanert,
(5. B. Palmer, K. G. Daller, L. J. McITugh, A, H. Robinson
and V. N. Serventy, .

Preparing Bird Specmens.—Dr. Serventy gave a prelimin-
ary talk on {bhe daty obtainable from  a  skin or specimen
Many people interested in birds failed to get the fullest use
out of the information pnblished in books beeanse they weire
wneertain abont the significance of some of the faets siven
therein,  Again, wmany people who may have oceasion to ex-
amine g dead bird lose a gond opportuwty of adding to our
stare of knowledze of the sneales by not knowing what sort
of data to take about it. Fu:thermore. and this applies to
people in gome mmsenms to thic dayv. there was lacking a

1roper knowledge as to what juformation to place on the
1abet of specimens they handled. .
The label ghonld contain only the essential information

comeerdng the specimen which cannaot be obtained from a
direct study of the xkin. The name, therefore, was the least
imporant items as this ean always be snpplieg Jater on. The
following were es<entials, and are conventionally reco:ded
on the face of the Inbel: Locality, to be as qrecise as possible;

Date; Sex; Name of collector and of the person who pre-
pured the skin and took the obscervations, Op the reverse side
of the labei the following additional items about the specimen
should appear: Length from tip of beak to end of the
longest tail feather, in a direct line and with the specimen
gently stretehed (no additionul dinmensions are pecessary  as
the length of wing, beak, tarsus, ete., can be readily got from
the skin_and in the ficld ©t is woistine time to bother about
them, With some birds. bowever, the expanse of the wings,
i.e., between the outstretecheg wing-tips, mpy be uscfully ye-
corded).  Weight, wherevep accurate measuring seales  or
Lalanees are availalile; be careful of shop scales, Colour of
the bare purts, snel as the beak, feet, iris, and any naked

arciyy about the head, also the colour of thy inside of  the
mouth  (this may vary hetween the sexes, or gecording to

age, or with the scason) ; all colours shoulq be recorded im.
mediately as they way alter after death. and false recordings
are then lable; nse simple colour terms. avoiding indefinite
or ambignous words.  Age of the bird can be gauged in two
Wways  not very widely practised. The methodg are deseribed
fully in two papers which should be econsnited for further
details. These ave “'Sume Points in Labelling Specimens,” by
C. B. Ticchurst, Ibis, Al 1925: 461-464, and “The Pre.
paration of Birds for Study.” by J. P. Chapin, obtainable
from the American Museuin of  Natural History, Central
Park West, New York, for 15 cents).

The first method of assessinz age is by notins the degree of
ossfieation of the roof of the skull and on the label the col-
lector should note whethier the skull was or way nor ossificd.
“Iq the nestling the hony roof of the brain case is very thin
and transparent, .. IIeld'ng an aduit skall up to the light,
after removal of the brain., one will vate thar the roaof of the
skull, back of the eyes, shows fine dark speckg all over, .
Ax the yonng bird develops, the transparent area of the
skull top becomes restricted, the dotted structure appearing
aronnd its edges (Chapin).”

As this process is completed w'thin about six maopths j:
Zives a very positive mietbod of identifving young kivds For
birds ove: that age, vearlinos can still be identified ag such
by the condivon of the ovary and oviduet. The virgin ovi.
duct “ixoguite straisht. thin and almost transparent (Tice-
hurst)™. Onee an egz bas passed down the oviduct it never
recovers this form but in the non.biceding stage it alwars
Lite a twisted sunken anpearance and is move opague, The
collector chonld record female specimens ag either ~juv. hy
oviduet™ or “ad. by ovduct.,” Similaviy with the ovary. “In
a bird which has Jaid the ovary in the guiescent stage i«
more definitely grannlar tban iy one which has not due to
thie fact that when unused ova shrink again after breeding,
they do not quite revert to the previous or immature size.”
The collector should preferably make a natural size sketch of
the ovary or testis on the label or :ive measurements. v

Mr. DBuller thep gave a demonstration of skinning, usinz
culy a pen-knife as tool, A usxefnl mannal of self instruetion
on maoderu lineg is Chapin's profusely flluscrated little bulle-
tin just mentioned. As a poisoming agent Mr, Buller uses
arsen cal soap, but a good fiel] method advocated by Ameri-
can collectors, iy powdernd a-sen‘e dusted on to the skin.
Tn the abeenee of these bhorax will serve. In hot weather
hirds may he temporarily preserved for delaved skinning by
injeeting the manth and vent with Phenol liquefactum. The
same finig can be sponged over the beak and in the montb 1o
deter blowfly attack  Tn storage, insects can be kept away
with flaked naphthalene, If attncks are suspected the skins
can be fumigated with ecarbon bisulphide, 3oz, of the finid
being placed n a shallow dish in the box of specimens for
abont 24 hours. The jntentiony of thic talk was not to make
colleetors but to ohtain fullest scientific value from. specimens
membere might happen aeross,

A Grass Owl From Cranbrook—Mr Glanert exh’bited a
specimen of what wax believed to be the Grass Owl (T'yto
Inmimembris) gent to the Muxenm from  Cranhrook. ani
hitherto unrecorded from this State. Kee *The Emu) 1ol
44. 1945

SIXTH MEETING, DECEMBER 8, 184
The following attendeq at the Museum on December 8
ar 745 p.m.; Major Whittell (in the chair) Miss Seymonr,
Messrs. Fakins, Palmer, Doepel, ‘G, "'P. Whitley, Robinson, H.
M. Wilkon, Jenkins, Buller, V. Serventy, MeTIngh and Dr. D,
L. Serventy.
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