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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD NOTES 

E d i t o r :  Graeme Chapman Number 1 6 ,  November 1980 

MEETINGS 

Next y e a r  t h e  Annual Meeting and  Dinner  w i l l  be  h e l d  a t  Thunderb i rd  R e s t a u r a n t ,  
Lo t  5 ,  Watsonia Road, Maida V a l e ,  a t  7 .00  p.m. on t h e  even ing  o f  F r i d a y ,  9  January  1981. 
The c o s t  w i l l  b e  $11.00 p e r  h e a d ,  and d r i n k s  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n c l u d e d ,  s o  p l e a s e  b r i n g  your  
own. A s  many o f  you w i l l  know Joan Seabrook h a s  been o f f - c o l o u r  t h i s  s p r i n g  and 
Bess  Fewster  ( 9 ,  Morphe t t  C r e s . ,  Bateman, 6153, phone 332 7548) w i l l  o r g a n i s e  t h e  
bookings .  P l e a s e  s e n d  your  money i n  t o  h e r  w i t h  your  booking BEFORE DECEMBER 22, 1980. 
A f t e r  t h e  d i n n e r  B e r t  and B a r b a r a  W e l l s  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a v i s u a l  and a u d i t o r y  d i s p l a y  o f  
Western A u s t r a l i a n  W i l d l i f e .  They p r e p a r e d  t h i s  f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  P h o t o g r a p h i c  Congress  
i n  P e r t h  and we a r e  mos t  g r a t e f u l  t o  them f o r  t h e i r  o f f e r  t o  show it t o  u s .  

Nominations f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and f o u r  committee members s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  

S tephen  Davies  by 8  J a n u a r y ,  1981. 


OCTOBER LONG WEEKEND 

Twenty two members en joyed  n e a r  p e r f e c t  w e a t h e r  o v e r  t h e  weekend October  11-13th 
and Caves House a t  Y a l l i n g u p  proved t o  be  a n  e x c e l l e n t  venue f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  
L a t e  starts i n  t h e  mornings  were  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  conduc ive  t o  e f f i c i e n t  h u n t i n g  f o r  
b r i s t l e b i r d s  b u t  a good t i m e  was had by a l l .  What was t h o u g h t  t o  b e  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  
w a s  s e a r c h e d  between Cape N a t u r a l i s t e  and t h e  F i s h i n g  P l a c e  w i t h o u t  a s i g n  o f  a 
Rufous B r i s t l e b i r d .  The impact  of f i r e  and g r a z i n g  on t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
from p l a c e  t o  p l a c e ,  b u t  areas n e a r  S u g a r l o a f  and E l l e n s b r o o k  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  most 
p romis ing .  Thanks t o  a l l  t h o s e  who t o o k  p a r t  and d i d  s o  much walk ing .  

WESTERN AUSTRALIA WADER GROUP 

The f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t  from t h e i r  1979/80 r e p o r t  shows t h a t  t h i s  g roup  h a s  had a 
- busy  s e a s o n a n d  hope f o r  even b e t t e r  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s e a s o n .  

......The f i r s t  f i e l d  m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  P e l i c a n  P o i n t  on 22 September 1979 i n  
c o l d  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  A  t o t a l  of  9  b i r d s ,  compr i s ing  1 Curlew Sandpiper ,  1 P i e d  
S t i l t ,  2  Redcapped D o t t e r e l s ,  4  Rednecked S t i n t s  and 1 S h a r p t a i l e d  S a n d p i p e r ,  w a s  c a u g h t  
and banded,  and  1 5  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mike Lubbock on a v i s i t  from England,  were p r e s e n t .  
The n e x t  f i e l d  m e e t i n g ,  a l s o  a t  P e l i c a n  P o i n t ,  w a s  on 1 3  October  1979 and produced a 
t o t a l  c a t c h  o f  24 b i r d s ,  made u p  of 1 9  Curlew S a n d p i p e r s ,  1 Knot,  2  Redcapped D o t t e r e l s  
and 2  Rednecked S t i n t s .  1 3  p e o p l e  were  p r e s e n t .  
On 10 November 1979 t h e  Group m e t  a t h i r d  t i m e  a t  P e l i c a n  P o i n t  and c a u g h t  and banded a 
t o t a l  o f  19 b i r d s  (1 Curlew S a n d p i p e r ,  2  Redcapped D o t t e r e l s ,  12 Rednecked Avocets and 
4  Rednecked S t i n t s ) .  One o f  t h e  Rednecked S t i n t s  was a r e t r a p  and t u r n e d  o u t  t o  have 
been banded on 3  Oc tober  1973 i . e .  o v e r  6  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  The l o n g e v i t y  r e c o r d  f o r  t h i s  
s p e c i e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 12 A p r i l  1980,  when B i l l  Lane r e c a p t u r e d  i n  Sydney a  b i r d  
which had been banded on 21  October  1972. 11 p e o p l e  took  p a r t  i n  t h e  n i g h t ' s  work. 
1 December 1979 saw t h e  Group v i s i t  Jandakot  Lake, F o r r e s t d a l e .  The e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  
1 6  p e o p l e  t h e r e  s e c u r e d  24 b i r d s ,  o f  which 10 w e r e  Curlew S a n d p i p e r s ,  1 a P i e d  S t i l t ,  
10 Redcapped D o t t e r e l s ,  1 a Rednecked Avocet and 2  Rednecked S t i n t s .  The Rednecked 
Avocet was a r e t r a p ,  h a v i n g  been banded a t  P e l i c a n  P o i n t  on 10 November 1979, and 
a f f o r d e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  wader movement between t h e  Swan e s t u a r y  and  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  
c o a s t a l  l a k e s .  Moonl ight  c o n d i t i o n s  r e n d e r e d  f r u i t l e s s  an  a t t e m p t  a t  d r i v i n g  b i r d s  
i n t o  t h e  n e t s .  
Two e x t r a  f i e l d  m e e t i n g s  were  h e l d  i n  December 1979, t h e  f i r s t  on 8  December a t  
J a n d a k o t  Lake and  t h e  second on 23 December a t  Thomson's Lake much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s e a .  
I n  e a c h  c a s e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  l a r g e  numbers o f  waders  a t  t h e  l a k e  i n  q u e s t i o n  made an 
a d d i t i o n a l  s o r t i e  seem w o r t h w i l e  and t h e  numbers c a u g h t  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  e f f o r t :  Jandakot  
Lake produced 59 b i r d s  ( 8  Curlew S a n d p i p e r s ,  24 Redcapped D o t t e r e l s  and 27 Rednecked 
S t i n t s )  and Thomson's Lake 3 3  b i r d s  ( 2 1  Curlew S a n d p i p e r s ,  10 P i e d  S t i l t s  and 2  Rednecked 
S t i n t s ) .  14 p e o p l e  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  former  f i e l d  mee t ing  and 5  a t  t h e  l a t t e r .  
C o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r f o o t  a t  Thomson's Lake were ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  a t  
Jandakot  Lake,  f o r  t h e  quak ing  c r u s t  o f  mud seemingly took  a s h o r t e r  t i m e  t o  b r e a k  up 
and a p r i c k l y  w a t e r  weed had an  i r r i t a n t  e f f e c t  on t h e  f e e t  o f  a t  l e a s t  2  members of t h e  
p a r t y .  A t  Thomson's Lake, moreover ,  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  n e t s  and t h e  
band ing  p o i n t  c a l l e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t  from t h e  s m a l l  p a r t y .  
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The debac le  of  20 January 1980 made it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  evening high t i d e  precluded any 
wader r o o s t  a t  Po in t  Waylen, which i s  s i t u a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  Swan from Pe l i can  P o i n t ,  and 
t h e  20 people p re sen t  (many of them new t o  t h e  Group) between them d e a l t  wi th  b u t  a 
s i n g l e  wader - a B a r t a i l e d  Godwit. Other b i r d s  such a s  S i l v e r  Gu l l s  d i d ,  however, f l y  
i n t o  t h e  n e t s  and one S i l v e r  Gull  was a r e t r a p ,  having been banded a s  a breeding  a d u l t  
a t  Carnac I s l a n d  i n  J u l y  1977. 
The Group r e tu rned  t o  Pe l i can  P o i n t  on 16  February 1980 and t h e  11 people t h e r e  caught  
some 56 b i r d s  (17 Curlew Sandpipers ,  1 Grey P love r ,  4 p i ed  S t i l t s ,  7 Redcapped D o t t e r e l s  
and 27 Rednecked S t i n t s ) .  S i l v e r  Gu l l s  a l s o  favoured t h e  n e t s  and one of  them proved 
t o  have been banded by Lexie N icho l l s  i n  1972 o r  1973. Another p o i n t  of i n t e r e s t  was 
t h a t  1 Curlew Sandpiper and 1 Rednecked S t i n t  had swollen f e e t  r emin i scen t  o f  t h e  
cond i t i on  known a s  bumblefoot. 
On 15  March 1980 10 people handled some 1 5  b i r d s  a t  P e l i c a n  Poin t .  There were 5 Red- 
capped D o t t e r e l s  and l o  Rednecked S t i n t s ,  one o f  t h e  former having been banded a t  P e l i c a n  
Po in t  on 16  February 1980. 
The f i n a l  f i e l d  meet ing of t h e  1979/80 season was h e l d  a t  P e l i c a n  Po in t  on 12 Apr i l  1980. 
A t o t a l  o f  40 b i r d s  ( 5  Redcapped D o t t e r e l s  and 35 Rednecked S t i n t s )  was caught  and no 
l e s s  t han  18  of  t h e  Rednecked S t i n t s  were noted a s  having "red" breeding  plumage a s  
a g a i n s t  on ly  one b i r d  o f  t h a t  s p e c i e s  banded t h e  p rev ious  month. One Red-necked S t i n t ,  
moreoever, had been banded a t  Jandakot  Lake on 8 December 1979. 
D r .  C l ive  Minton pa id  P e r t h  a b r i e f  v i s i t  i n  May 1980 and an impromptu meet ing was h e l d  
a t  29, Joyce Road, L e m u r d i e ,  on 28 May t o  enab le  him t o  t a l k  t o  members of  t h e  Group. 
During a long and i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c o u r s e  on what was be ing  done i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  S t a t e s  i n  
t h e  sphere  o f  wader banding and on what a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  Group should under take ,  C l i v e  made 
two p o i n t s  o f  e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  v i z .  t h e  impor tan t  p a r t  cannon n e t t i n g  -
could p l a y  i n  he lp ing  t h e  Group t o  c a t c h  more waders o f  a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  of  s p e c i e s  
than  was p o s s i b l e  w i t h  m i s t n e t t i n g  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Group's r e s u l t s  from m i s t n e t t i n g  
were by no means a s  poor a s  some o f  i t s  members had f ea red .  We look forward t o  ano the r  
v i s i t  from C l i v e  on Saturday 25 October 1980, when he w i l l  h e l p  demonstrate  cannon 
n e t t i n g  techniques  t o  t h e  Group. 
We have l ea rned  some u s e f u l  in format ion  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  season.  There does  no t  appear  t o  
be  a wader r o o s t  comparable t o  t h a t  a t  P e l i c a n  P o i n t  i n  i ts dependab i l i t y  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
o t h e r  p l a c e s  we have v i s i t e d  and hence no p l a c e  where c o n s i s t e n t l y  l a r g e  ca t ches  can be  
made wi th  m i s t n e t t i n g  techniques .  P e l i c a n  P o i n t ,  moreover, o f f e r s  b e t t e r  wading 
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  humans than  t h e  c o a s t a l  l a k e s ,  where t r i p s  from t h e  shore  t o  v i s i t  t h e  n e t s  
can be p r o t r a c t e d  and l a b o r i o u s  - f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  members of  t h e  Group, a t  any r a t e .  
Moonlight and h igh  t i d e s  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  succes s  w i th  m i s t n e t s  and most ca t ch ing  i s  done 
w e l l  b e f o r e  midnight ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  a l l  n i g h t  s e s s i o n s  w i t h  which we began t h e  season a r e  
unnecesssary.  F i n a l l y ,  it i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  u s e  teams o f  more than  5 people ,  a s  ou r  
exper ience  a t  Thomson's Lake showed. 
Our thanks  go t o  D r .  Stephen Davies f o r  enab l ing  t h e  Group t o  s t a r t  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  and t o  
J i m  Lane and Grant Pearson f o r  s a c r i f i c i n g  s o  much of  t h e i r  s p a r e  t ime t o  keep an  eye  on 
u s  and t r a n s p o r t  t h e  equipment k i n d l y  loaned t o  u s  by t h e  Department of  F i s h e r i e s  and 
W i l d l i f e .  With any luck ,  we should be a b l e  t o  r e l i e v e  them of  t h e s e  chores  t h i s  coming 
season.  C l i v e  Minton 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  ou r  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  t ime he gave t o  t a l k  t o  u s  a r e  
l i kewise  much apprec i a t ed .  Nic Dunlop o f  Murdoch Un ive r s i t y  was good enough t o  f i n d  o u t  
f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  banded S i l v e r  M l s w e  handled,  and we hope he w i l l  b e  a b l e  
t o  j o in  u s  from t ime t o  t ime i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
I t  would be  inv id ious  t o  s i n g l e  o u t  any p a r t i c u l a r  member of  t h e  Group f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  
s p e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  b u t  P e t e r  Cur ry ' s  e x p e r t i s e  has  been a sou rce  of  g r e a t  r ea s su rance  
and dese rves  mention. I t  augurs  w e l l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  people  have been prepared  t o  
t u r n  o u t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers i n  f a i r  c o n d i t i o n s  and f o u l  t o  enable  t h e  n e t s  t o  be  p u t  
up and b i r d s  t o  be d e a l t  wi th  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  With t h i s  kind of suppor t ,  t h e  Group 
should do w e l l  dur ing  t h e  coming season,  and hope t o  exceed t h i s  y e a r ' s  c a t c h  of  280 b i r d s .  

J . N .  Talbot  f o r  
Western A u s t r a l i a n  Wader Group 


