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m the December issue w A. Bird Notes
 only-to RAOU members and Waterbird
_mave followed a review of prin-
, A

foﬂ to-lunch’ ai Jullmar

F °“°W5"E the lmmenseiy successful expeditlon to the
' ;aret; in 198T 2 slmﬂar venture

‘Group exﬁediﬂnn wm }nvalva both . wader countmg and
banding activities. Tlming will coincide with the arrival of
~‘birds In Australia from the northern hemisphere breeding
* grounds and with peak spring tides. Some birds will hope- .
fully be colou od—dm t?a assist m the tracmg of wader

: ation galned-from our studies will |mprove our
knowledga’ of wader | iolagy andmmmian znd ‘will assist in




NATIONAL WADER COUNT
= Preliminary Report —

The Australaslan Wader Studje: Gmue of the KAOU
held its summer national wadés counton

* 6th and 7th February, 1982. Coverage of wader habig; m
W.A. was excellent in the South-Wast gﬁh

In the north of the State. omE s

Returns are still being coilated but zt Icast 40,000
birds wefe counted of 40 species, with the Broome, Damp:
ier and Peel Inlet areas being especlally pebductive. :

- winds;’ this contrastbd w

and Mandurah. The ext.gaswe mudflats at Yunderup were -
‘partly covered with, Wd Blown in by south-westerly
tuation several days before
It of persistent easterties.

ordinator Roger Jaensch
huge masses of waterbtrds

Atiassers were approached to assist in- this axert:lse and - beside

response was quite. good A riumber of species were in-

cluded in counts i W.A; for the first time; ‘these béing the

‘Bush  Thick-knees:. (Stone- :Curiew),. Redhknesd ' Dotterel,

'Hooded Plover, Oriental Ploves; | wcmwtﬂaﬁsh Sand: ..

piper and Ruff. Encouraging n 50
~ -Whimbrel and'Sanderfing weré Wdrbed
All pamctpants will receive detailed summaries of the

count results and a more comprehensive report including:
comparisons with other States may be publnshed in the :

June Issua ate Wik, m ol
buitetim)-— ’

et e A, et < cmer . e

THOMSON’S. LAKE WUB.SION REPORT

The advertised starting time for this excursion was

6. 30 a.m. but cloud remaimd from three. da,ys of steady
rain just ended, so condltions were rather cool.. Momthan
25 people. arrived at_Thomson's Lakp Nature Reserve and
were treated .to a frenzy of .bird activity, iﬂthzwm—
- jarrah — banksia wooéhnd ad;mttothe lake, .

Rainbow Bee-eaters, Grey Fantails, \Vestam Gcfy
gones (Warblers) and a large. part_y;é@f Vuied Smelhs were
most conspicuous,- while Grey. Shrike —_ th
Whistiers and Striated Pardalotes' Wware soen. foad
dent flying young. A lone Shining {Golden) Bron
- called briefly.

_The lake itself had risen to its outer marginsfrom the |

heavy rain and. ranoff-and was .therefore. umuttable for

Waterbird Praject Fileld Of
strated mctbads 9f 6 ol 1ting

Sacred (Whnte) Ibis. were recorded but few other Igrge

Movung on to Lake. Forrestdale Nature Reserve we
found equaily high waterlevels but fewer waterfowl. High-
lights were ‘Red:-necked Avucets and 2 Marsh Hm,at-«
tempting to catch juvenile Pir Ducks.

. A'smail group of enﬂms%asts caﬁed at Yangebup Lake
. *on the way back to Perth.and enjoyed: eagceﬂgnt views of
about 15 Long-toed Stints and abrief glimpse of two Wood
Sandplpers. Continuing on to Point Waylen an the Swan,
we studied Great Knots (50) and Bar-tailed Gonits (30)
amidst some 3000 smaﬂef wadus feedmg on expascd
mudflats. : v

PEEL INLET EXCURSION R.EPORT
Saturday, 13 Fchunry 1982

I'he RAQU?S'* February excurston was. cons:dered a

Ken Mills.

smaller waders, although' many- stélts remained. RAOU

were. present Shoveler being the iargest cemponeat. en

Glossy 1bis‘and"a pair of Listk y
- muddy shores. in the sheftered ﬁmt L
Fairy Terns with dependent ﬂymg young, Red and Great
Knots and Large Sand Plovers, one of which was in ad-

woodland just south of t the Mandurah bridge. A total of

43 species was seen on the day

TGRBAY CAMPOUT

The RAOU campout at Torbay -took place on the
~long weekend: of 27th ‘Febriary' to' 1st* March, with 38
people from Perth and southern: ‘districts attending. A
report - will appear m‘;_the June jssue of W.A. Bird Notes.

- ) r

| w A. WADER STUDY GROUP NOTES

Wadar bandm; has been camad w m mral dif-
. forant parts -of the State: during the year:or so.- Ken
Mills has been-opsrating. from -Nagrogin and has .
been paying special attention. o “Albany; Peter Congreve,
the warden at Eyre Bird. Observatory, has been banding
numbers of waders as well as dry land birds such as honey-
eaters at his outpost on the Great Australian Bight; Grant
Pearson and other Western Australians have twice joined -
folk from “ctona and. other' oints @ast- ip. mounting

year; and the Perth wm handmg fratermty have been
- keeping up_their weekend mistnetting and ca.nnon netting
activities.
_ - This btief acc.ount deals ouly wnth the. bandms activ-
ities. of -the Perth; suh-group, members of which have also
taken part in permdml ‘wader counts. The resUJts of these
counts will be r d elsewhere in due course. »
 Asat 28 Febmary 982, the season s.catchmg tally
stands at 490 birds of 1 different species, including 33
retraps. Unfortynately; details. of when and where the re-
trapped birds were originally. bmded are not yet available.
These figures compare with 482 birds .of 20 different
~'species caught during-the wholeof the 1980/81. season and
277 birds of 9 dlﬁaont 'species caught during, the whole
1979/80 season. - Twi new. species have been caught this °
season — Red-kneed Dotterels- netted by .Grant. Pearson
and Roger jaensch Capamaura Lake or Swamp near




well réwarded.

meetmgs. Avettmg Y
details Will be announce
~'pik belleveyou, ‘Rather these records will form an import-

Pelican Point on the Swan estuary has yielded large

_numbers, including 140, birds (a record for the subgroup's
21 Novembeér and 93 birdson 20

mistnetting activities) ¢
February. With thek,
at Garden Island, we
s€ason dnd hope to do

‘missior

n of the paval euthoritres

near Lamelin and Lake Coolaongup
) Fmally, Ken Mllis .and Petw

ThIS is your Report and l am awantmg the. ﬁrst batch
of reports.
The questlons we \vould Iike to answer are:

1... How many of what Ilve where and when7
-+ Even though we do not have many true migrants, we

don’t haye regular reeords of when they. an*ive and

when they leave. . =
2. . Do they leave complete{y or 1ust head North?

3. What is the pattern of movement in: Sﬂvereyes?

Do you see flocks of them moving in any partlcular
, durmm,umttﬁmsofﬁ\eyw?
4. Do birds like Raed-Warblers, Swallows, Martms Ieave
.| your area:in- Summnror Winter? -~ =
5. Are there more’ Whnte‘ Fromzd Ghats in: Perth thls
: yw? . .
6. Have the floods in the South West changed dis-
tribution patterns atall?

*“Answers to these sorts of questions can only be

Actayetbeen fogmaliud but:

oo ‘fate'r “This is not because we:do

ant body of biological information and therefore have to be
seen to be accurate.

Looklng forward to hearmg from you, : .

o - . GeoffShannon ‘

3% Cimbrook Way,

Duncralg, W A. 6023\

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Eyre is. holdmg a full prosramm of courses this
year. Thﬂﬂwmml up in the near future are:- 37+

- ‘ISth May EYRE BlRD OBSERVATORY It&history-: ‘

and work. Dl and: Peter Congreve. . Participants will:
be involved in the work of the Observatory, Bird
Banding, Surveys, and renovation,; . Excursions-will
_ be made to Twilight Cove and e:ther Bumabme or
the Hampton tableland. . ..

16 — 22nd May: HONEYEATERS. Dr. Brian G. Collins.

The course will involve the use of .mist nets and the

- handling. of honeyeaters, and will congern -various

. aspects . of nutrition, energetlcs and pollination
.. biology of thess birds,

kContact Peter Congreve Eyre Blrd Obéervatory,

.Cocklebiddy, via Nomeman, W A; 6443, as soon as. possnble

with your bookings.
WATERBIRDS ochE TO SHIFT

Increased travel costs and greater time bemg spent at
the Wildlife Research Centre (Wanneroo) and University
(Crawley), has. caused me to.decide to shift my home and
office to the inner city area. This move will have the added
advantages of my location being closer to wetlands in which -
I can test waterbird survey technigues and also closer to

. most project participants. -

} would suggest that you contmue to write to. me at
my Boya .address until { .notify you in writing of a new
address. | must apologise for any inconvenience this will

- Cause but | expect-that-the move will ultimatelyoresult-in- - - -

 Tiason with's Wd ‘&mhusauts and RAOU mem-

bers in general.

Roger ]aensch

' WAGIN DISTRICT FIELD DAY

In order to obtain partioipants for the Waterbird

" Project in the Narrogin, Wagin .and Katanning districts, |

will_be canducting -a field-day in that region on Saturday,
24th-April, 1982. 1 hope to meet both local observers and
Perth enthusiasts at the intersection of the Narrogin - Wagin
and Harrismith roads (in Narrogin) at 9.00 a.m. From there-
we will take a tour of some of .the lakes in the Upper
Arthur River system, arriving at the Wagin Post Office at 12
noon. We will then proceed through the Wagin Lakes chain
to the Albany Highway, 22 km_ south of Arthur River
settlement. - .

This-.is. the_ only part of the South West Nature
Reserve system that has. minimal-coverage in the Waterbird
Project, | ‘hope to have this sttuatson rectified before May :

1982,

R}

JANUAM FLOO ' mn SUBSEQUENT
WATERBIRD _BREEDING o

TR N

m haavy ralnfall and ﬂooding experlenced in the

‘South-West in january 1982 predictably: caused a major

dispersal. of  waterbirds from summer fefuges to revitalised
wetlands. Most . of the region between Mandurah and
Gnowangerup received around 200 rtm of rain followed by
heavy runoff, .causing most wetlands to fill or overflow.

‘Reports-from vartous observers' indicated that herons
and- many. waders: had dispersed to temporarily flooded
pastures . and ' marshes, while - ducks had reappeared at

- 'numerous-daims, swamps and flooded river flats such as the

Coblinine -near . Dumbteyung,  Clutches of Grey Teal and

Pink-eared -Duck eggs were reported from the wheatbelt

and a survey at Kwobrup Swamp near Katanning revealed
that all Grey Teal present were paired. off. Furthermore,
80% -of -birds in a small sample of Grey Teal-and Pink-
eared Duck {from. the Coblinine and Kwobrup) examined:
by Wildlife Officers in early February, had enlarged gonads

indicative of birds inbreeding condition. The full extent

of breeding may.never ba:known due to the thin spread of

observers in the large area affected by floodirig.



The combination of floods and a rather mild summer
will ensure that many. takes will' remain Tnundated untll
winter. - [F-avefage or neat ‘average amortirts of rain fall
in winter, these wetlands will: fift again in the 1982-1983
breeding season. Theréfore, the fioods wilt probibly cause
a long-term improvement In the deptirand guality of many
otherwise deterloratlng wheatbolt wcthnds, ,

SOUTH-WEST WATERBIRD PROJECT
’Recruatment

At last count, some 71 people had" been sent intro-
ductory -material for the Waterbird Project,: 22 of these

being based in country‘, tricﬁ. Tw%nfy-ﬁme observers
‘ wlsﬁ ‘::monhor

2 her: e , o c
- There are 40 pﬂoﬂty uaetves whmh I mu!d}m to
have. allocated to observers by May or June 1982, As could
be expected, reserves north tmd sbmh of Petiﬁ are reason-

2, - Identification, Difficult species and groups will
be dealt with In coming issues of this newsletter and in
brochﬁres to he posted‘ to partiipants in the near future,

,Co nting. Counting large masses of waterburds
can be an aw yme task to: ‘anyone who has had ho experl

‘ence at it. Observers should always strive to count each

bird but a different approach must be adoptéd where in-
dividuals cannot be easily. counted Large groups of birds
are prane to sudden moves and so retaﬂvely qux:k counting
methods are most useful.

¢ that occur in large numbers are usually com-

Thion species at a reglonal or State level (3, Grey Teal, Red-

Sita{.), 50 Wo are ‘principally concerned with the
Nagri f size ‘of flacks of_ﬂwsefspemes

mlxed-specles flocks' ts to obtam an estimate ‘for the total
" flock size and then an assessment of the proportions of
that flock made up by each species present. Table 3 gives
an example of this “‘Segment and Percentage”hethod

7 'and southern wheatbelt regions and appropriate recruiting

drives have been planned. Table 1 lists- pnomy reserves as
yet not allocated. -

Training

Training of ohw'nrs in teehniques of fmdmg, iden-
tnfymg and count.ms waterbirds hu takan place at five ex-

check each imfor WW& Any porss
" -encing particular  difficulties - with - findh

andjor counting waterbirds WW aod- | wm
- arrange in-field tralning az the WW’»WM ‘dite,

Techniques

1.  Finding waterbirds. This is not a problem on’

open, exposed wetlands but densely vegetated areas pose
special problems.. - In: order : 10 .use -appropriate search

methods one:needs. to' know: which  species to-expect Y .
each waterbird mm. *Snme sstpies are.given in Table :

2.
Search methods also depend on the ease of access to

turbed areas may become particularly confiding (e g.
Floreat Waters, Herdsman). . -

However, some. species are rather- shywriand mv'
cease to inhabit such areas, being excliudes: by the more
tolerant spacies. -k may. publish a list of more sensitive.
species when more informatiof comes $o hand.

Nesting birds: are much less: tolerant and observers
,shoutd exercise utmost care when: in the vicinity of nests,
possible nesting sites or nesth

seen when “trod upon”.:: To minimise impact. hers; ‘obser-

vers should move very carefully in wﬂnglnd wly wmmer

and use a strictly timited number of paths. -

Greatest damage may be dobe-at. hraeding coloaics of -

Iafger waterbirds (e.g. eormmats, mts, ibis}, ‘especially -
if nests are. In tree cmopk& %semrs ‘must view. nests

- the hab:tat by the observer and each method reqmres some

‘are often kemarkéblYtolerarit of ’fnan”alé ydis ber, a‘gamimestfmate IS‘ better than noa

esting habltats. - Reedbeds. are
particularly difficult in d%kmgzrd a8 nests are-often-only

partitioning it into segments of 10, 20, 50 or 100. It is
useful to repeat this tally at least ome and ldezlly you
should also check yohr segment size, " ¥

The next step is to identify all species pmwnt ‘within
the flock. Each Wm should then be listed i your Field
Record Booklet or notebook, together with your im-
pression of its percenitage of the flock. Again, these per-

centages . should  be' vevised: or corrected at least once.

The total for each species is then calculated by combining
the species’ percentages and the total flock size. “Another
quick scan - might -necessitate adlustmcnt of cah:ulated

- figures for each species. - \

.- Of .cqurse, counting will be more dlfﬂcult if birds
are moving about: quickly whilst feeding, in flight, roosting
in ,tight packs orin- uneven densities within the flock.
These situations are overcome with experience and slight
modifications to. the: mh doscribed sbove. ~Results
may be less accurate but this is unavoidable. . You might
indicate:: difficulties in- "the *cmam‘" m:tm on the
computer forms. 5 3

Observers tend to grosslv undar-est!mate large group
size: . thisshould be borne in'mind:but atlowances should
ot beé made for this in calculations. Dense roosting flocks
(particularly stilts)' are notoriously difficult and:are best
checked m ﬂlght This: may requwe carthsthance but

Retuens

On 3 March, 41 computer forms had been returned
to. the' Project Officé. - Contributions have been received
from R. C.-Burking (10), S. & D. Keeling (6), A. Daw (5),
B. Buchanan (10), D. James (4), B. J. Newby (5) and P.
Wilmot (1) These cover ten reserves in the northern and
central coastxl piain, south-east wheatbelt and Esperance
regions. .
Participants have almost wuthout exception filled in

"these forms exactly as required. Hopefully this means that

the.desighs and survey requirements aré:sasily handled. |
will stilt welcome any suggestions or comments regarding

data. conecting and reoordlng. Are the booklets satis-

factory? AR
i 5 you h'.m un out of computer forms or booklets
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own. camtripud), will cost from $100 to $200 dépen—

ments”), as this information s important.

Survey Dates

which depth 3
Departmmtof Fisheries and w.m:e, Ther
survey weeks for the ﬂrst twelve mmms
follows: - Jo

1982 : May 8-16, July mw Sept. - 19 Noy 6-14.
1983 : ]ammy1-7 M‘mvz«m

The january penod has been set ahud of the sched-

. Mudtof Ethe time-consuming. work assgclated \wth
the. Pw;m can be easily handlad' W;?ﬂﬂm

blrders B , , ‘

ding on. model, Eyepieces similarly vary from-$30 to over
-$50 but: 1 would' suggest -that a simple’ 25.ar.30 x fens
would be adequate for waterbirds. Zoom eyepieces are
usually more- gxpnmm mdoften havn miwm{m!
quamcs. : v
Thsunitt#utluseasmmfw ﬁSAmdhs
bath.20 x and 40 x.(at 45% lenses fotatin
mounting, |tbas been regarded highly ho fia
it and is available In-Adelaide at $150 complate
If anyone -iam },will laok mtotbc «cost offmight-

. TABLE 1 .
Pnonty reuerven not covered at 3rd March 1982
P.W.No. - Name of Iake or swamp location (km)
245 Yurine . 16 NW Gin Gin
248 Hinds - 16 NW Waongan Hills
58 * Beverley 20 NE Brookton
43 Mears 25 S Quairading
40 - - White Water 5'N Yealering
37 Toolibin 39E ‘Narrogin
222 = Taarblin 34 E Narrogin
33 - Bokan 33 ESE Narrogin
87~ Little White' 25 ESE Natrogin
61 Coomaberrup 10°SSE Dumbleyung
72 ‘Gundaring 12 E Wagin -
n " Parkeyerring 5S Wagin
Flagstaff - 22 SSW Wagin
‘Wardering 24 SSW Wagin
79 i+ Coveeup. .26 Katanning.
. ‘Towerrlnnmg _-,: 26 SSE Darkan
Umcup 38 E Nyamup
Y esen- 2 -NW RO Sy -
*PZhWﬂﬂdﬁ:Bnﬂ#“

Manypeaks .
6 NNE . Manypeaks
34 WNW Esperance

ST TABLE 2 ;
Waerbirda mmncealmg ha’!ﬁh

A Thlck patches or areas of vegetahon over 0 5 m tall,
capable of concealing birds and their nests at ground
" or water  level (e.g. ‘bulrush Typha, round rush
L Bmea, jow - teatree ‘Melafeuca,  tussocks Gahnia,
sedge Scirpus): grebes, ducks, bitterns, Marsh Harrier,
" crakes, ralls;” watérhens !eed Warbhrs, Little Grass-
birds, .

- Search method — watch patiently at muddy edges or at:
tempt to |dmtffy ‘birds flushed when traversing the -
habltat In set paths. meiedge of calls invaluable

*iiii*iiii

Vegetatbn capable of concealing Iarge blrds and thelr
“ley {e. * thickets,

b 8) 1
’mns,«

R VIR G

Dense or patchy vegetation less than 0.5 m tall,
capable of partly or whoily' concealing birds and
their nests at ‘ground or. water ievel (e.g. samphire,
thin sedge, -slibn«gms} gfébes, ducks, crakes, rails, ~

= ke through habitat in set paths, lden
tlfy‘ingbatds when spotted-or ﬂushed

TABLE 3
~An example of the Segment and Pemgntge
method fotmmm ﬂoch of waterbirds




3. . Number of segmen;scaumed first run— 26
: _secondrun —28 .
" -third run — 27
‘average of these — 27
‘4. " Total ﬂocksize 27 x 100 = 2700 o
5. Species - present:’ Grey Teal Showler, Hardhead
GmtEgret '
6. .. (Percentages of these wrthm flock

Tst. run % correctlon 96 m;al (% x 2700)

- Grey Teal . 50 55 1485
Shoveler 25 20 540
Hardhead = 25 - 25 _ 675

. GreatEgret individuals.counted =6
7. Adiust totals after consideﬂru whether rullstrc
 GreyTeast .. -1550 -
Shoveler - 550 .
Hafdhead © 600 -

INTERESTING WATERBIR.D SIGHTINGS

—-Nete: M&e&t&s«waﬂaad-ﬁwhm 3 WAWA »Wetland
- Nature Reserve being studied:. in the Waterbird

Pro;ect Unlass othérwise indioated _the place
‘names’ dre ‘lakes or swamps and shires are glven ‘
in brackets: :
Darter — active colonies in. small -swamps near the Harvey
: and Leschenault: Estuaries, Feb. 1982." ‘
Little Bittern —)1 mid Nov, 1981, Thompson s * (Cock-
Cburn). .
Nest & agss. 7112/81 Pleasam \mw A
1, 7 - 8A 2/81 -Benger . ; .
Austraiasran (Brown) Blttem -3 caﬂing, 7 3{12/81
, .. Benger *, o
1 camng. mid Nov. & aarly Dec, 1981 I'homp-
son’s *,

‘Glossy Ibis — 13, 1-10/12/81, Karakin (Gin Grn)
6, 1/1 /82, Mungala * {Gin Gin).
3, 7/1/82, Herdsman (Meto).
5, 31/1/82, Forrestdale (Annadale - Kelm-
scott) .
Sacred Ibis — 1, 19/12/81 Warmamal * (Gln Gin).
Royal. Spoonblil 2y 6[21’8.2 Nerimba Cay Res (Murray)
Freckled Duck — 18, 20/9/81, Wan
30, .5/12/81, Tooﬂbm‘(mckepm)
13, 8/12/81, Benger *,
15/3182.< 1

Chestnut Teal — 2, 3/2/82, Yaalup * (K
Pink-eared Duck — 1000, 1/1/82, Mungala
Hardhead (White-eyed Duck) — 568, 19/1 2/81 Wagmmal*
Blue-billed Duck 1, 3/2/82 Towerrinmni"!ii? i

CArthur), o
Buff-haaded {Land)_ %ai!
e (Metl’O) e ‘
1, 15/1/82, near Mealup (Murray).
2, mid Feb. 1982, Maylands (Metro).
Baitlon’s (Marsh) Crake — 1; 9/%/82 Forrestdale *.
Spotless Crake — 6 trapped and banded, 9 16/1 182
Forrestdale *.
: 3,14/1/82, Typha swamp near Brookton.
Hooded Plover (Dotterel) - 25, 23{1/82, Mullet *,

Pomt Waylen *

Black-winged Stilt — 2160, aﬂmy,&wtocup * (Kent).
Wood ‘Sandpiper — 16 12[2}82 Jandabup * (Wanngrqo).

Grey-talled Tattier —1, 3f1 2181, Point Waylen *:
Black-tailed Godwit — 1 27%]81 Point Waylen *

Res. * (Mumy) | .

[N

f ‘when. ;Aghtmg butchcrb'

' Lohg-toéd Stint — 8, 1-10/12/81, Karakin.

3, 5/1/82 Benger *.
2, 15/1/82,- McLarty (Murray)
8, 6/2/82, Austin Bay Res. * (Murray). ..
3 15/2/82, ]andabup *.
Ruff — §, Iate Feb,, Yunderup. Island (Murray)
Oriental Pratincole — 2, Garden Is., Jan, 1982,
' fatincole — 2 1/12/81 Karakin.
Whiskered Tern —.100, 14/9/81, Warden. * (Esperance)
 White-wingod (Black) Terni — 1, 1-10/12/81, Karakin.
i d Tern —2, 14/9/81 Warden* '

cramoréu; Reed Warbler — nest with eggs, 31/1/82,

Forrestdale.

GREYvh PIED Blm; {ERBIRDS

In the past couple of years,f several observations of
the Pied (Black-throated) Butcherbird have been made in
- the far south-west for the Atlas.. . Care should be taken
ds on the coastal ylamm of

doof fo 4

south west are frequently very dark, appearing almost

~ “pied” at first glance, but of courss they lack the dis-

" newsletter. -

" tinctive black bib of the Pied Butcherbird: This note is

directed in-particular at those who may be used to seeing

their Grey” Butcharbtrds in other parts of the State where

they appear-a- much greyer looking bird.

- Genuine observations ‘of the Pied Butcherbird in the
south-west: ;e of in’terest ‘and would be welcome. for the.
‘1€ may be that-it is gradualty spreading into
cleared areas of ‘the south-west, in particular the area
between Busseiton and Augusta where another relative
newcomer, the Black-faced Woodswaﬂow is already well

" established.

MORE ON WHITE-BACKED SWALLOWS
NEAR PERTH '

lt seems that thls Wes is qulte weli established in

: thé Perth metropolitan area.and:can be expected wherever
: there are sand pitso mhwwitaﬁebanks

- John: Malone. weites:- . - . I-first found. them breqdm

i tha sand pit in the Neerbup National. Park about theee or
- four years ago. -

I made a second sighting at the western
side of the. Forrestfield Marshalling Yards on 25th May
and found turmets rn sand hanks just :

p ]
tunnels but no posltlve evrdence that they belonged to

_ these birds. While-at the Peninsula, | also saw a group of

White-wmaed Wrens in the Pampas Grass betﬂud the Police
Academy. - -
“Terry Barnes writes - o Approxrmately seven years

ago, |.discovered nestfroosting tunnels with birds in atten-

dance ina old smaﬂ smdquarry in bushiand at the back of
Moriey.

John Nilson Writes - ... 1saw a pair nearrburmws in
a sand pit on the corner of Amherst and Warton Roads,
Southern River (Gosnells) in October 1980, and another
pair riear Jandakot airport on 16th August 1980; also a pair

o - entering and-leaving a nest hote 10 kity east of Lake Grace

on 9th-November 1980.

h«iﬁhabrt the forests of the

It is worth ‘noting here that White-backed Swaﬂows _

that construct. their tunnels in low banks, less
feet hlgh, frequently fall prey to foxes which d
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~ BIRDS OF ROTTNEST ISLMD
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cOmpilod by D.A Saunders, G.T. Smnth and C. P.
! ished: booklet ‘provides an

rm of -the past and present

" status of all blrds knownk 0 ‘occur on and arqund the island.

ng period, praferred: habitat and

;avaﬂabjc at $1,00 from the Rottnest
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- Coples .are’

o lsland ‘Baurd, stores on Rottnest and bettar bookshops.
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their usual range.

~ ities are discussed by Dom. Semnty in “Birds of Western
 Australia”. It will |
- birds rem_ammthe

"tr»-dlscussaon

AUSTRALASIAH RAP'!‘OR ASSOCIATION

The Australasian Raptor Assocxauon is.a. semi-..
/wwnomous body sponsored by the Field Investigation
Committee of the RAOU. Tt 'is an “association fer-all v
.. those with an interest in the diurnal and. mmmal xmtors e
: activities.

nf_the Australasian region, _Amongst pf

Dove in-the Avon River Vallw and other southern locak.

g to see how long these "

s'ror PRESS ~

Roge:: Jaensch will be on holiday from
Zln:h Harch to ltth Apl;'il 1982, :

REQUEST FOR ASSiSTANCE
" As part of my effort for this year's Wildlife Show. (of
the Rockingham- Branch-of the W.A, Naturalists’ Club), |

am trying to- osﬂbhsh bird hsts for the wetland areas and
certain bush areas befween Frem

-as far inland.as Lake Focuﬁmismd comenmtm;qnthe,

twcoahbumweﬂmdchams. “The “bugh” areas | am

‘interested in ‘are the islands” Wﬁﬂs ‘strateh drwmt, Pt.-j.

.Peron, Mt.. Brawn; Long Point. and. W ;
 Any such ‘information, particularly on which birds breed

-~ thiere and the cum‘cmdmmofﬂtesem'easwouldbe '

‘»W‘"‘W o o
’ Dawd Doust,







