o (red;l;)‘,r‘ick touse at the junction
of Carnarvon Crescent and .
Lanark. Stteaﬂ

. 69 Lanark Street,
Coolbinia, W.A. 6050
Telephone (09) 444 9936

. conyenm locatlon for RAgu mem-~

mimber, A tdephone answermg machine wilh soonbe installed to -

enable you to feave detailed messages. if he is not in when you

The June meeting will be held at Cyﬁnet Hall, on the water-

front, -near- the, corner of Hackett: Dr}ve and Sﬂdmg nghwny,:’

bqinnmg at 8.00 p.m.
Monday 28th Ium sfm,cmpmm witl present an

- Hlustrated talk: . “Birds of the Salmon Gum:Woodlands”,

Gramo has been-studying:the breeding ecology of cockateos in

the Mukmbudm area and henceis mﬂaquaintod mwm,

}olm Dell of the W.A. Museum

will spakoa “ﬁird; nf the Jamh femt"

Annual Dinner & Mecting An early remindgt ttm thos ‘

prestigious but quite inexpensive event will be.co

January 1983. it will probably be along siftar fines to' the 1982
gathering. Please watch the September and-Detember issues of
this ncwslettef for bookmg detalls. o

CODHN‘G EXCURS!BNS

Our prognmme for the next quarter includes two bnger-

. distance excursmns in order to emouragg country members and

L \Ar@nwmm

2. Saturday, August 7tb - Dobaderry Nature Reserve (off
Brookton Highway, about half-way between Mt. Dale and Bever-
ley} — Hatf-day bush-birds excursion : distance to reserve from
Kelmscott is abiowt. 70 km, .- Meet at 8.00 am. at the first parking
opportunity:Just: past . the:intersection of Cannmg Road and

Brooktan Higlweay, Karragulien. A return trip via the York Road
- may be organlsed

, 3. Saturday, September 18th -~ Eagle Hawk Flats &
Kanldn Lakes - -Leader: Roger Jaensch,: Full day-excursion in-
cluding waterbird training, completing a round trip of about 275

. km from the Perth G.P.O: ‘Mset at 8.30 a.m. at the south side of
the bridge over the Moore:River, on the Lanceltn Road. Those

wishing to rationadise vehicles.or requiring a lift should meet at
69 Lanark Street, €oolhinia at 7:00 a.m. We will start by looking
at coastal-plain scrub north-east of: Lancelin and will later move
on to the Karakin Lakes. .

RJ may be continuing on' to look at wetland - nature
reserves in the Engabba and Watheroo districts over the.following

. two or three days. He will be ‘happy to guide people to these

places please contact him beforehand lf mterested

0 4 Su aiso undet “Trainmg” in the Waterbrrd Proyect.

e __“._..... i e

Nortb West Wader Studies Expedlthn Sprmg 1982 (see

;apr. T; WNBN-No. 21}

Wﬂunlﬂes sttt exvst for people to join Ehe second

' RAOU ipring wader expedition to the-NW over the period 1st to

11th September 1982, There is a possibility.that group transport
could: be aitanged if numbers are sufficient, and also a chance
that funds for petrol expenses could be allocated to drivers of
four-wheel-drive vehiciés Joining the expedition. No prior ex-

‘perience at wader banding is needed. However, we would ask

that: expedmoners bewaparet}wpmiclpate for the whoie of the
eleven day study perid&
S 1 mfmed please cam:act the FIe|d Ofﬁcer in Coolbmia

mmedmaty

.- WAROONA WEEKEND — OCTOBER 14, 1962

The RAGU, W.A, Gr;:up, will hold a weekeﬁd conference at
the Waroona Hotel on the Queen's. Birthday weekend, October
14. Most time mll be devoted to Benger Swamp and its birds.




The weekend will prowde an oppoftun&y for RAOQ mbm to.
talk with Dr. Andrew Burbidge, the Chief Wildlife Resnrch
. Oﬁicer, and jtmLaue.'tm erfowl

Zimbabwe. Val's work’ un-funded but is supported by

it feeds almost exclusively
same rocky habftat as the

on the woodiands and: f
smtothecohstalmn
Frl“V.?‘?W‘

Sauud;y, October 2

'Sunday, October 3 -

, Flm R
Tme.oams

tn he developed within the

ore partly deterred
ens. The Matopos
ies in the

TORBAY CAM!’WT REPQRT
Febmn‘y 27th Mnrch lst, 1982

. Waterbirds: werd the-fécus of attention on the secondt diy
and a trek to Lake Pleasant View near Manypeaks resulted in two
Australasian (Brown) Bitterns being flushed from the sedge and
seen In flight by all ob: . "Spotiess Crakes were observed at.

o tho muddy edges-of a bed of spikey Twig-rush (Baumea).
- . Double Room -  Meoving oh:to salt marsh st Emya and Rushy Points near Al-
~-Breakfast $ 4.60 ' bmy ‘we. envountered roosting Great Knots, Large Sand Plovers
-~ Cut- Lunch %  and Bar-tailed- Godwits which were comforsably ‘viewed with

Dinner

Slxt,y membm m the!r &Ma

year’s evening lectures on Monday, March m%mm

- spoke:about his. work - on the: birds. of m
- cussed the factors that control the. diversity of .sp

the forest and the abundance of thosé that do: ﬂtﬁkmmu&
trated w&hmmﬁwmmumw

,_;Wﬂi‘mﬁeﬁ

‘ triﬂod‘-mounud spott j scapes. _observers were creeping

jes complex and Birds-seen. ir
Biue-billed Ducks and Great Crestad Grebes on Byenup Lagoon
Thc campout generatod great interest in bird studies in the

" Delayed distribution of the March issue of WABN.
prevented the announcement of this RAQU excursion, but those

_;()M:tdtchbtuzryoutimm informed and a small group

‘new , faces’) suhuquemly turned out on

avngm it. Water-


mailto:q?&F&j@I

Black-wlnged (P ed) Sults, and Red-n:gked} Sﬁm@ 18, ooo) ’

. were the mostabund’:ntwadersmﬂnt.
- cellent Jooks at colourful Longs
edge -or crouching i hollows mae
were seen_all told. Other:

4 Glossy: Ibises (S),

Yellow-bilied $poonbills {8);- ﬂﬁkvtﬁﬁ«l Godwits {12), 3 Wood -

Sandptper, a PectoulSaMmpetmdalomUhMTem o
B R.).
, GARDEN ISLAND EXCURS!QN m'r

‘group, which included members of the R A.O.
ana-Rockrruham—Mumy Branch of the W.A, -

Bar-tailed Godwits and many Pied

seen. One of the highlights of 1

Kingfishers were seen on the rocks nearer the water level.

‘ Birds seen during the day were:: Pied Cormorant, Little
Pied Cormorant, Eastern Reef Egret, Pacific Black Duck, Osprey,

Banded Lapwing, Grey Pkwer Ruddy: - Turnstone,. Bar-talled

Godwit, Pied Oystercatcher, Silver Gull, Roseate Tern, Fairy

Tern, Crested Tern, Senegal Dove, Cominen Bronzewing, Sacred
Kingfisher, Welcome Swallow, Tree Martln, Plpit, Blick»fued
. Cuckoo-shrike, Western G«mm {Warbler), Grey Fantail, Willie
Wagtail, Golden Whistier,. Rufous Whistier, Western Silvereye,
Brown Honeyeater, Smﬁng Honeyuter; Grey Buteherbrrd
Australlzn R.aven. S

, S : Peter Wllmot.

WAGIN FELD ﬂAY REFORT :
Saturday, 24th M im

~ A small contingent of Perth orntthologists met - Great
Southérn and wheatbelt birdos at Narrogin-at 9.08 am. and then
procesded to Lakes Walbyring {fresh), Taarblin and Bokan (both
salty), where the Waterblrd Proiect was explained i detail. Use
of spottmg scopes was ’

 Sept. 5-11_:

mfmatﬂnmurs' |
de by. human. footprieits <26

The group then dlspersed to\,search the area‘bqyond the '\

day was 'Osprey seen on its
nest built on a limestone outcrop on the western shore, Sacred

;beyt“.‘:’ﬂ ’

Blrds in the Landscape An art course led:
Co by Eileen Brooker

Booklngs to Peter Conyeve, Warden, Eyre Bird Observatory,"‘
Coekleblddy‘, via Norseman, WA, ‘

WA BIRD REPORT 1982

and’letters. 4 shall be replylng to the letters soon, | am pleased
that there are many reports from country pwple outnumbering;
thase from city based observers. ;

. With very few recent records to hand I have ‘nothing to
report in this-newsletter. | would happily make this a feature of.

" future newsletters If fecords become more regular. -

‘There is still some confusion as to what' records | shall be
uslng ftithe wmﬁlatlon of the fimal report. | hope eventually to .
have sufficlent records-of all species to enable changes in popu-
fation jn relation to seasons,¥ears, wedther and any othier factors

"y o be nonitored. These'May be man-induted changies 'sich as.

oF“Natisral changés such as forest die-back. -

" A_,Forithisdto dmﬁ need records of ali species, especially if
they form part of regular observatrons from the same area, or a

visit 10.an area terest. Possibly. .
it ViSit 1'% wﬁg’fmte?

even more valuable. Where possible, “it'is pre-

ferable to avold such terms as gommon, rare etc. and try to

estimate numbers i.e. 3 kestrels per 10 km. :
1 look forward to receiving more records soon, Please rote:

my new.address and phone number.

15 Lagonda Drive, Gwelup, WA, 6021 — Telephone 445 2417

Geoff Shannon.
NATION‘AL WADER COUNT SUMMARY

The results of the Natronal Wader Count have now been
collated ang are currently being analysed in Meibourne by the.

: AWS.G. Co—o'tdihator, Brett Larte.- A report on the results for

W. A has been prepared and distributed to all contributors.
In brief, 28 observers submitted 99 reports regarding 86

Adifferem sites.. The great majority of the sites covered were in

the Metropolitah, South-West, and Great Southern areas, for

‘which coverage was good. Coverage was fair in the South-East

(Esperance) and Mid-West (Geraldton) areas, but only nominal
in the North-West (i.e. Shark Bay to Kununurra). More observers

_are urgently required in these areas,

A »total of 43, 744 birds were recorded wuh 35 spec:es
ek L f B‘ 33 Ljﬁﬁch tm-5

in the ﬂoodedsa'

We met other: observers at msm at 12.00 noon, bﬂngmg :

the total party to.19. v
Ray Garstone led the group ona.
Img.mmyofwhwhmreﬁmﬁvmd% ey .

January floods. lnmmsfwbwdsmmmbeenme-,

sent on-these akes.in April; but wefoundgmd nmbcrsefdwks

including Pink-eared Ducks with young.

The Field Day was a great
birdos from different are:
for the Waterbird Project

Eyre has been greatly improved i
the sealing of the underground water tank and the nstal
a solar hot water systemt, Our thanks ;tﬁe(ﬂ 4
- family for support for*this*wo

- Bradbury, Doug: and Peter Wztkl‘ :
hmd work involved. : e
Courws in the near fumre are

Augs Sept.4 .mm' '

m l:helust few months by
loﬁonof

, fortunately coﬂ?ﬁnot be vnsrted in February Thls subsidiary data
5 _conc 3 ds of 29 species, ling 4 species {Oriental

st Eahan Pratincole)

maﬂwd region by reglon m Table

A partncular feature of the eount was the large number of
birds observed on Pedi-inlet near Mandurah. These included

o Banded Stilt (9,250), ‘Red-pecked Stint (4 750), Black-winged
. Stile (1,900’, Red-neckdd ‘Avoeet {1,500), Sharp-taited Sandpiper
 aid Red-cap

ped Plover (540). It is not possible to:say at this
stage whethor this Is a typical pattern, or a consequence of the

flooding of inland wetlands which occurred as a result of heavy

unseasonal mns%rtly before the count.

It is not possible to prmnt more detalled results here, and
anyone requiring either specifi¢ information or ‘a copy of the
W.A. report referred to above, is therefore invited to direct their

request to'me personally.
. EMY‘ lnformatlon from RAOQU. headquarters indlcates



mailto:@,.wntributqrs

" TABLE1

' SUMMER WADER
o SOUNT

usoignos oy | -

uepjodosay

fp—r

wameyuon |

avior | -

g -Bush Thick-knee ‘ 2] L ‘ 2
. Pied Oystercatcher pa - 2N R 5 S 4 104
Sooty Oystercatcher 41 16 7 31 95
.BmdedLapwins 10 15 . 5 ‘ 30

. Grey Pover ., . 133" 561 719 35 | 311 384
} Less«GauenHom 4 6 A0 R 8 74

. '“"Red-necked Avocet

1l o) cos6 | 35

Ruddy Twnstnn# 487
i Eastefﬂ Cuflew e o :»} ' ; :; RN "T : ...'. 1 S I R DO I ;» . .',*-’1‘,41“% sz " 14
. Whimbrel R T ‘ o 21 20 7 23
' Wood Sandpiper R P 7 17 24
“Grey-tajled Tattler =~ -~ 3 3 S 4 C52 | 62
5 _CommonSandplper ‘ . 13 | 17 12 2| 2 56
1 Greenshank - - ‘ - o9 | oost | R 42 | 131 "2 312
TefekSandpiper e S - ‘ - : : ' = 3
‘Black-tailed Godwjt R : ‘ ‘ e -4
Bar-tailed Godwit 217 144 303 ° 508
Red Knot 44| 6 250" - 650 -
Grut KnOt ‘ T 279 - 308 . 65 660
Sharp-tailed Sandpuper - : 1,558 41 1,680
* Pectoral Sandpiper R 5} 5
Red-necked Stint 225 ] 1,680 7,553 11,809
,LowmedSﬁnt ) T 8 36
| Curlew Sandptper e 903 17 100 - 312
Sanderling o s | o 13 _ 191
‘ Broad-bllled Sandpiper T 2 o 100 100 -,
~Oriental Pratincofe 3,800 3,002
’ 43,744

view of the count from a natio "
preparation, and will soon be’

~ with a request for assistance in'the Wm C during
the first two \veeks in july
KenMils saumssum, 5
..State Co»ordmator Narmgin, W.A. 6312,
A.w SG. - Phom (09&)83 ‘EE88 (Wk)

81 laaﬂham)

“L’ i

WADERS IN eréE GREATNSQUTHEKN

" Twelve months have now elay

“. My activities for the year were centred on Albany, with the
-dual objectives of learning how many birds of which species were

presont in the area, and «of establishing whether the trapping of
- waders for banding'and. blometric studies was feasible there. -

In order to asgomplish these objectives, | spent weekends
in-Albany at intervillszof three to five weeks, where, with the
heip: of local enﬁwslasts,zmnts were.condugted and attempts
were made to-mist-net birds ‘at-night. lﬁm&t ‘attempts at mist-
netting were frustrating, with catches either very small or-non-
existant. In Januwry; however,. stcetss was finally attained at a
site near Emu Point; and the future looks most promising.

. During .the. period 5th July, 1981 to 8th May, 1982, 24
species of waders. were observed at Albany ‘The most. common
was the. Redvmckqutmt with a. maximum count of 2,085. The -
-more, interesting species present. included Lesser. Golden Plover
(maximum.-41), Large Sand Plover (46), Eastern Curlew (3),

- Whimbre! (5), Grey‘tallad Tattler (28), Terek Sandpiper (2),
Black-tailed Godwit (1), Red Knot (90), and Great.Knot (280).
Most species exhttnted fluctuations in numbers during the
showing the numbers of Red-

s reproduned in Figure




A total of 233 birds were trapped and bmda# ‘of which '

213 were Red-mckad Stiﬁts. Of Mtbasa,(? wers

region humnﬂmonmdm ¢ feo .
ing objectives for the coming yea: 2

S TofqmaGrutSwmwwmwwmbh
Sl who are ir

data whared i
2. To expand the stud,y to ,ineludo ,other ilts baﬁﬁmn

1,500
1,000

500

senting the riumber of g
catller In the same season), the subigion
694 birds of 20 different species fimehidi
by or for Nick Dunfop of Murdoch Unive
and 5 Spotiess Crakes banded by Pqtar

Forrastdah} handhd during that séisoh,

Wader spécies new to the Group: w’swhmm m vacat-

cher, Red-kneed Dottersl and:

not previously caught a- &uﬁy ERStons. - Ham
incidentally, were retrapped in March at the ame: m on
Garden island where they had been- blnded Sast l)ecembor Other
m«wmmmwmcmy over, Red-c:

. ‘oP 402 birds Incloding 25
Ptovars, withatotaiof%.%ms

I

- tafled Sandpipers and Red-necks

bottom end of the scale, the Ruddy Turnstone, Whimbrel, Grey-

 talted Tattier and Common Sandpipes species sach contributed a -

sifgieton. Regrettably, detalls of when and where some.of the re-

trtpd birds were oﬂgimlly ‘banded have not yet been obtained.

) mombers:of the Group, including

thesofm thn Safety azylkackizmmu«quwb
2 : O  Asland 5o well, on their efforts this.

me $0: MM who, ke the naval'autharities on

Garden lgland -and: %heGarden tshadrangar,hwe;lm us such

wifling w»apmtian :
jeremy Talbox

' ER STUDIES
EXPEDITION No.2 : March - Apri 1982

(First ‘expedition in August - Soptembar 1981 was reported

1 Dwuim 1981 lsaue of RAOU National Newsletter; - second
' expodluon also roported ir ‘}une 1982 issue of RADU Nataonal

o Aum“ o;umwlqgists and ; tdev!sion

logy nd mlgrmon -and to enhance conservation
of their habitats), but access to some important sites was. pfomb-
ited by ﬁeodms fmh; series of eartier cyclones.

 the m&mnawﬁwmmmmmmmm

TﬁeGthmwas

' the high re g re ‘of three Ruddy\Tum—
mmm 1981 at mambczhty S :
. Absoma mmbm of waders were markedly. lowur near.
QI ,‘_,\mh the 1981 “migratlon arrival”’ syrvey,

‘ doo Whtwwinged (Black)
ﬁrb nor 900 fufous,
an Pl

‘ ’ sites at the saltworks
ynfded ‘?31 biréf iﬁclu&im 7‘! afoad-biﬂed Sandpipers and two
Asian Dowitchers. ‘The-latter was a new species.to be banded in
Austm,h by the Australasian Wader Studies group. :

“:0One of the most .intriguing results of counts made during
thls -expedition was the radical difference In species composition

“and abuilence  between the ‘saitfield and mangrove tidal flat.

environments. _Little Curlews, Asian Dowitchers, Greenshanks
and Broad-bitied: Sandpipérs were recorded at the saltfisids but
niot on the mangrove: tidal flats near Broome; while:the-reverse

* - dpplied ‘to'‘the Terek- Sindpiper.  Furthérmore, Great Knots,

tattiers, Whimbrels and ‘Large Sand' Piovers were common near
Broome buit rare at the Saltfields - white Mongolian Plovers, Sharp-
tints were far more numerous
at muhﬁat&s than at Brooms: These differeices may be due to
¥ slogic canstr&iim {e.g. food types ‘availabie) resulting
th ‘environments (e.g, different tidal ran-
5-nesded to clarify thess initial findings.
“floode Mx!onSandehtwaed




Red-kneed Dotterels, white Orientat Pratincotes, Pintatied Smipe .

Galfinags - stenury;  Wood and::Marsh-Sandpipers and Long:toed . .
~ Stints were recort!ed fmm m pondsf at m#hllland md
Karratha, -~

‘The Nonh-West wzder sturﬂes umm hm dbarly
generated great interest fh-wadérs-both: in W.A: and Australia
and recently also in)apar. We even madethie frant page of “The -
West Australian” ‘in September!  Considerable knowdedge “has
been gained about major: wader concentration sites and' wader
species  biology and several species In particular:hava. becomd .
much ‘bettér kiown than ever before. Our thanks to Channel 9
Television, the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife {especially
Grant m& ma al’ who mrﬁutéd in’ mﬁmn ‘this

1. Recrurtment Smce my Iast report, renru hmam has
resulted in all but three of the priority reserves fisted (in Table 1)
in W.A. Bird Netes:No..21, being-allovated to gbservers.. These
three are-White Water (Pﬂr Na; 40}, ,Ta!;blin (222) -

have been sent mtroductory matenal for the Prnleqt (we expect
that -at deast :twice  this;inumber. will-be.noaded:|
1983) and 58 qf mhavashom ms

Voiuntm may oat to rem'larly sunwy a reseer that has

'alreadvy been a!lncated, a&mgnrple COVELage ¢

X in their.
count emmam erp smeys are tbe best apprpash At w&lands
too large to be comfortably surveyed.in one day.by.one person..
If you are passing a reseérve in-your tmvds,, Ploase feel, frm to .
undertake a survey if you bwﬁme; particularly where remote
wetlands are concerned. . : g :

| can provide interested paople with detmls of bom resewe
locations and aflocations. You can assist our. memat&na dme by
mentroning the Project to your friends!,

2. Survey Dates. The next ‘three preferred shrvey periods

are’ July 1018, September 11-19-and Novemibér 6-14. ‘Please
sider doing extra ' zﬁmda”st’art_tﬁ__hﬂ and at

booklets. Returns sent -in thus far will-be. traﬂscrrbed onto the

final computer forms; so please discard any Mk. 7A or earlier .
designs and use the final-design exclusively from rowon, .- .

it had always-been our:intention o revise eatlier designs at
about this -time, Mating ‘as many flaws as. possible removed
through field testiog. - The principal shanges are 1o, dejete- the
need to count nests:{just tick-categories: of :breeding evidence),.
delete the nest habitat colummns, to.no:longer require waterlines as

essential information and to add a surface water question; while

the need to rnark your survey rou&em the wet%mdm has.been

introduced. Lt o5

| hope to be abl: &o uadateall obsarver ktts before the;,luiy
survey period.  The biggast,job 4 face. is- getting. wetland maps
drawn : please use ‘‘mapped” computer forms. in preference to.
any forms sent arher without. maps -printed on. their backs. .
Canoe ficences shouid also be sent. to.recent recruits shordy, .

If you have any gueries about Nature . Rasetve;, don’t hem .
tate to contact the nearest Wildlife Ofﬁcec;. listed in. metro and
country phone. books in the w A Gommmcm pages under
Fisheries and Wildlife..

4. Training. Assrstince to: observers mth auv aoequ the'_
Pro;ect will be available-at. mm ‘ tember RAOL gxcur-
¢ Stoms. M Shobd ol ' X

Y. pirinds are.

planmd as follows:

L Saturday, June 26th — L Joondalup - 10.00 a,m. till 1.00.
pan. . Meet at the intersection of Scenic Drive and Ariti
. Avenue, Wanneroo, .1f weather. is foul, post-pone to Sat.
- July.3rd {eing. R.). to check). -We will be concéntrating on
- techniques for identification of wambnrds likely to be
encoyntered in winter surveys,. and as a!ways, beginners are

- -gepecigily welcome.. -
" Saturday, August 14& Nurngm laku Meet at 10.00
- A at_the intersection. of Federal Street and the Harri-
smith Road, Narrogin. We will mainly. deal with tech-
niques appropriate for surveymg waterbirds in wooded

. wetlands, . ..

- Sonday, - August. 1$ﬂ| Manypeaiu Lakn Meet at noon
at the Manypeaks Store on the Jerrar ,pkoad ‘We will
investigate methods for finding birds and nests in'the sedge-

) lnfmdﬁpushmwﬁhnds. g

Sawdvﬂ.w 21st - L. Forrestdalé - 1000 am. till
100 p.m,. Meet at the picnic area at the end of Broome
Street, Forrestdale. We will concentrate on techniques of
surveying on foot winter-flooded, heavily-vegetated wet-

lands;. ;lspwnest starchmg Bring wadmg par but. not

T‘T&'ﬁ?uques In this project, we are not asking observers
to use particular-waterbird survey techniques every time they go
wt. Instead, we are presenting a range of ideas and suggested
methods and merely asking ﬂiaﬂapmon makes the maximum
effort possibile, gach time a survey is done. Wetlands vary their
character during the year so obserwrs shoutd apply the most
suitable approach. that each situanon defmands. L
.~ Rather than waiting’ unt’i all‘techniques material has been
compiled, | will send out to ﬁamcivmts -series of papers which
¢an be grouped mseﬁrer in yaur survey kit folders to eventually
make a full set (which will also be indexed). The first paper was

~ the Crake and Rail Key whrch you received with yout intzoduct-

ory gear. The second paper’ ‘was the set of notes and tables in
WABN No. 21 whichy: desp‘rbed techniques of fmdmg and count-
ing waterbirds.. Tht thkd set .of information is given in the
following notes. .

| Ck L TABLEZ |
mENTmacﬁwN OF coz;msmc wummn

- Deepm :pttios .
(nam abrevrataomm thm used in the f'eld record booklets)

ﬂOGbsitshi'h of ﬁ?te‘water “‘afnd»*has‘a' hiead crest {may be

faid flat) ‘and pale ““body"’; PieC sits low or submerged and

. has no crest and a blackish “body” (upper)
2. Austmmm Grdn / Hoary«hudod ﬁrebe (non-breedmg plum-

" ages). > Motoriousty difficait. Often need to teave “uniden-
- tified”. - HhGY: aever has buffy flanks. - AuGb often has
buffy flanks but will._never have streaks on its face. Also
iook out for differences in posture ,

3 Darter / Pwd or Great Cormoramt {in ﬁrght) Darter has jet

- plane {or-"+" sign) silhouette — fine wings and neck and

e 'long fanned tail {(about as long as neck); also stiffer flight

- style-than:GreC or PieC.” The latter have shorter tails and
heawer nxks and Wings.. -

4. F:ed Cnrmnram I Lrttle Pied Cormorant (in flight). LiPC has
i slerder body. and fine neck. : PieC has heavier body and
‘neck; and - the gleamms white neck “overbalances” the

. wmgsand ull .

a

5. Gnm Cmmmm / Lrttle Black Cormorant (ln fhght) GreC
has paieface; LtBC does rot. -


mailto:m#idescmppf@ns
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6. Hardhead /. Blue-billed Duck. -Hard usually. does not have -

~ . erect “‘stiff-tail”’, . has_a relatively: long. body. s always.
chocolate -brown on its upperpasts, -has.a.white undertail
nearly alway visible and .has. ‘white: wing-bands:.in: ﬂight.
BbiD: often. has erect “stiff-tail” butcand:oop th % in the
water, it is more evenly proportioned — a
may.be dark grey.or brown.on s body; has.a w
tail only when its tail is erect and has mﬁm, W%

age characters.in flight. "

Hardhead / Musk: Duck femalos (males have bili Iobe) Hard is
never dark grey and. Has a:fing-bill cross-section. MusD is

~

never chocolate-brown, never has white in its wmss and has -

a heavy trnangular bill aossnser;tlon

- 8, Blue-btlled Duck / Musk Duck. BbiD has a fine,. dlshﬁd blII

."and short body. MusD has a stout tnangular-section brll
~and a long body

9, _Dusky Moahen l Purple Swamphen / Coat {on water). DuMo
has a fine bill and two vertical white strips-under: its tail.

PuSn has a heavy bill and one large white: patch under its

tail.

- much, qf,,g;ﬁ

Identlf‘ cation of confusmg waterbird species — species hkely

(1)
to. occur _in “deepwater s&tuatrons (i.e. under wmter/ﬂooded
conditions).

Table 2 glves points of identification for separatlng cowfus-
ing waterbird species pairs. The information should be used hoth

. as a guide to identifying unfamilar waterbirds ‘and as a ehieck

whenever you record either of the two specres memioned in:egch
case (check that it wasn't the other specnes} “Most of the 3den-
tification points used can be found also in. Pizzey s Fleld Guide
(Collins, 1980) and were chosen as being the most practlcal to
use in the field.

(2) Finding waterbird nests — general comments.

One of the first clues one should Iearn about nest fmding.
(and avoiding) is where each species or.group of species typicaily

nests. Table 2 on page 5 of WABN.-No. 21 gives a'cough guide.of
this type (see also texts on nests and eggs by Beruldsen, North
etc.). More detailed information such as the types of sites pre-
ferred by a species within a particular region, can be. found in
publications such as-Serventy and Whittell’s Birds of “Western
Australia (1976). "Somie general. clues whwh apply to: many
species are giveri as follows: .
(a) A large proportion of waterblrd nestlng commences
.. soon aft.er waterxreaches" ;

e birds’ approp
~ agitated behaviour and dlstractlon dnsplays by
smgle birdsor pairs, '’ ,
" — .fresh or recent droppings ‘Fiar -
— clymps of ‘bent-over reed or- aﬂg
wise upstandingbeds, Lo
- waikways t}\rough of if '

“(d) ~ Favourite sites for a n of- specles are the mldd-
. les of iarge, droopy- tifésocks standing in water and in
collapsed, dried material in Typha and Baumea beds.

Plame beware of tiger snakes: do not put-hand: where eye
cannot see! -Also, do- not touch gggs or young:in order ta.mini-
mise chances of :nest desertin: arents. At all times keep the
welfare of ‘the: nesting: birds:

colonies of largeswateebirds when young are in the nests (they
leap out to their death on.your approach);-: -

First festers-are frequéntly: Blatk Smihuﬂd Coots. S\vam
g may bcmad

build 1arge mounds of famy* coar%emamak ;

whlle species dependent on shalfoth"ﬁ'FW‘ng organ =
isms. wrll wait for levels to fall to allow theu' food

Do not enter breeding

-Coot has a fme b||| and no white under its tail (not

(25), A. K. Daw (20;

,known reserves.

later by some ducks .and Marsh. Harriers if - they are well con- '
cealed,. Coots make semi-floating mounds of various sizes, all

“with a substantial bowl at the top, - Cbot nests are buift up to

peak waterleve| and usual%y have some green matenal such as

- water weed in thun when in use,

cht _results are achieved by‘ patient watching and careful -
1 "n types of sites kmwn to be favoured by each species.

6 Returns. Upto the 1st of. june 1982 I had received 173
oofnputm forms from participants and 55 of these were for May
1982, mostly from within. the preferred survey period. The
followmg people have sent it five or more forms : J. A. K. Lane
B.&A. Buchanan (18), R. C. Burking (15),
S. & D. Keeling {15), D. F. ‘James (10) and B. J. Newbey (10),
and alsp P. Clay, S, J. Davres, B. K. Kneebone, R, Nable and the
Rockingham Ke{mscott Murray Naturalists all of whom con-

tributed five returns, - My thmk also to those who have just sent

in one return — these. are Hy valuable partlcular for lesser- -

Fhaso note ;he followmg pomts regardmg usedf computer .

forms

: (a)

wrfte zm)s in dates and times of start and Fmsh but
not.in-"total number . . . etc.”

* :¥%Gbsewatior ity 500 describe survey approach,
if wetland maps are not avaitable for your wetland
reserve; ’!;fy sketching the wetland yourself on the
backs of yolsr completed computer forms. .

_{d) make sure d%you have answered all the questrons

. . including that comerning “alt species”. '

(e) please return com‘piﬁted forms as soon as possible.

. 7. Feedback / Raesults. As computmg arrangements are at

'June 1982

. present still being made, feedback for this newsletter had been
" hand compiled and is limited in scope.  hope to have a computer

run done within the next two months and | will post samples of
those results out to-all contributors. That is, a summary of re:.
sults for-yaur wetland(s) plus pOSmbly acopy of the summary of

‘ dm‘for ong particular species, =7 .

- Vatting will need to be performed on alf mcommg sheets,
SO somequmes Rdy come your way fmm time to time..
“The followinﬁ examples are from. all data. recenved to 1st ‘

(1) Peel Injet Reserve totals from a co-ordinated survey
(of four’ sectrons) of ‘the easterni shores by the Rockingham -
Kelmscott - Murray Branch of the WA. Naturahsts”CIub on
22nd May 1982

| 1ota] : 8,2 ‘_,blrds of 29 specles. '_

’v,,

Great Cormorant - 137
_ | Whitefaced Heron — 104,
'_Greatﬁgrot =78,
o nk — 32,: '
 all “migratory” waders — 1,607,

- Other mterestmg spicies 1 Chestnut Teal (2), Hooded
: Piover (1), Osprey (1).

- Only 1,132 stilts and avocets were recorded, compared with
meoce than ten times this number in February 1982, This would

be.a fairly.predictable result — ~ higher water Ievels in May- causing

favoured feeding areas in the inlet to be flooded.
Note, [f totals for your reserve seem msrgmfrcant in com-

’parrson ‘with ‘thes¢ and: other ‘results, do not be discouraged!
. Networks of smalf wetlands play a major role in the conservition

of waterbirds’ “in sonve instancés, wetlands which support vast
masses of bifds do not support mich bredding activity — breeding
of many species which -use the blg refuges in summer takes placev

i many smallér wetlands

: (2) Resultsfrom May 3982 Surveys (See Table 3) :
Inwctien -of data received to 1/6/82 shows that predictably, -

- some: species contributg: major portions to the-total waterbird '

mber whiftotmdo not.  The ﬂ;uros for Austraias«an (Biue-

add.comments.f M&mﬂv to clarify particular..




- 10. mmm Durimtheperlodmuedby
mmmlwmumymwoﬁmm
, mewmnmdww :
Y “Mdﬂﬁ-ﬂi juty (wnorblrdmeypenod), .

*(z) Poric ona-ﬂmu(mbjmnmumm‘

1/6/82. 1 1 ha&wesmwmum for

Coots would , )

Stiits only 1%, - T . (33 mm,on 12 Sapwnber (Norﬂn-\#ea Wader
these  two wpmmmm s At re ¢ : :

drastically affect summary, rehulty éct, and mubiv part of the following week (waterbhd survey

ncumzz |
Flucmationsmtotalsattwoweth;ds. E

Iand)s maxumum at any one mtlund#”10'95$ at L. Maars (28%
of ¥

- maximum recorded== 52500 Wt
- totaf). o
6. Great Egret total = 101

/ LAKE WANNAMAL

- Total number of waterbirds of all species.

" BAMBUN LAKE

INTERESTING WATERBIRD SIGHTINGS
Smu 4:1982

Note: * indicates wetland is within F WAWA Wetland Nature
. Resgrve gsudhd in.the Waterbird Project. Unless
. mgg the place names. refer to lakes or

: ;Spnchsf names fouow xhg RAOU recommended list of
English names in Emu Vol, 77 Supplement.

- Ta agsist. the rnd‘er in locating these wetlands, shire

: namas are. ghren in brackets following the wetland

Amm Guh !48, 20!2 Chittering* (Chittermg)
Wm%e 1, 18/2, Woody* (Esperance,
R 9 1/3, Bambun {Gin Gin).
1, 26/4, Wheatfield* (Esperance)..
- Co em:p* {Katanning).




Black Bittern — 1, last week in Feb., Blackwood. R M Boyup
Brook (BridgetownGi

1, Easter, mmm"muwmm ’

(\Varoona)
* Glossy Ibis — 24, 17/3, Thomson’s® (Cockbmn) ,
Sacred Ibis — 44, 20/2, Chittering* ‘
Freckled Duck — 18//3, Tooubin' (wmm) upto 53 on

18, )11/5»(; rqa‘m@v

Pacific Black Duck, Grey Tesl & Pink-oared. Dugk — ggl

reports of broods of thes

Gmt Southern’ «m,mm aul‘ ,

Australaslan Shovelef 2000 5/3. mm”"(h
- 185, 8/5, Floreat Waters [Matrg

* Chestnut Teal — 1

11 15/4, Jandabup® (Wannaqo,) o
Black-tailed Native-hen — 2, 175, Noonying® rrmm)
3,23/5, Mears* (Brooksan)s .. .
Dusky Moorhen—-lo n, Mumh(GinGiu)
Coot — 40, pkls 6 actwc mm, 13" Little
4200, , :
: Kelmsoott) L
Red-kneed Dotterel — 4, 12/5, Anderson* (Imbdl%
Hooded Plover — 5, 27/3, Wannamal* (Gin &w
' © 300, 4-13/5 G

' Red-capped Plover —

nest with eggs, 21)’5, mel* R0

Black-fronted Plover — 2 adults with 3’ dzyoﬁ ) 3k, Wi‘,

' Mite* (Mugray).. : ‘

34, 24/4, South Hedland Se

(Pilbzra region). B
10/4,

mm-umaodwu’ '

Pectoral Sandpiper — 1, 14/3, Forrestdale® {
Kelmscott). ' ,
1, 17/3, Thomson's* (Cockburn),
Red-necked Stint — - 1000, 9/5, Foreastdaie® 1,968t heasbint in first
week of June, nOi-bre
plumage. S A
Long-toad Stlnt 26 on 14/3,2cm lfs, Fotrest
Australian Pratincole — Mm assii
near Wiluna, April wm
OBSERVATIGNS )

. SEABIRDS
* Sea watching from Rattnest Island from 10-15th May.
- produced, uwwasthemmneqmlm,;_i
| Albatross, stask-hm -Albatross, Arctis

g 'watu’and.,’f'-'mﬁﬁ‘ilﬁ_

; W(Ntmln) -

P aF mk‘ ' ,

the western tip with a north- westerly wind — during a three-hour
watch some 30 albatmsses and 45 shearwaters passed north. Two
albatrosses seen on themningofthetwelfth were thought to be

| Whitecapped, but certain Identification was not possible. The
 ferry trip out on the 10th produced Arctic Skua, Southern Skua,

Roseate Tern and a Wandering Albatross on the sea; the return

 trip produced both skuas and Little Penguin. - Neither Fiuttering

arwatec nor Wandering Albatross are often seen in this area,
';M 5 Kt 1 mtﬁa ﬁck of ragular observers.

Dr. Stephen Davies Jnr
7/74 Broadway, Nedlands,

,{alcon—l 3/2/82, Coblmme R. near L. Coomelberrup
s Dumbleyung Shire (Grant Pearson).
-3, thSISQrToollbln L., Wickepin Shire (Steve
o » " . Keeling).
FEREREES 1, 25/4[82 Wamamal L., Gin Gin Shire (Bob.
R . Burking).
Osprey ~a report af two near the Mt. Henry Bridge, Canning
River, 13/3/82 (Erlc & Sallie Green)

¥
ASSISTANCE URGENTLY NEEDED'

1 M ﬁ\e ‘volume of work. that | am at present
requlud 30 edﬁtrlbtm ‘to thié production of W.A. Bird Notes,
is unfortunately hindering the pfogress of the Waterbird Project,
~ We desperately tequire the assistance of volunteers who could

“sypq_utticles’\Whigh’ have.been contributed. Also needed are
o pwph who 'can _rogularly write brief reports on meetings or
o u&umom. 4

Al tivily, | may approach people who attended a
cursion to.raport on that event. Help is also wanted
aifing of typeset work, the delivery of copy to and
s in Belmont and with the collation and prepar-

sars itb’cm?mwlettersfmpostim. .

Unless assistance can be found, the continuation of this _

. . vem Mwh‘g\h mbﬁcatlgn may be in jeopardy. Please give

‘you can heip out in some way.

> Project Office. You may not be in a position

whiu& IIMWS vmb tﬁ particlpate in the fisldwork of the South-

#ct, but you may be able to help out in the

n equally important contribution. | particularly

~need help fromi te. to time with typing, and with collatmg of
coplzdmauhlbcforeundingnmntoobmm

8 SOBTOL AR YOUT

Roger Jaensch.




- Wor Tbraught mey pleasure
ff y'd an/y take my ward

o I filled in sheaves of papers
| - Though Icouldn t see the use.
did | know the bird was pied?
k‘ wasa goose? oo

Theszlwww&retumPladGem—
| Abtwas, arcobtsarcrows '
For though you don't belfeve It, |
. PMGeewarebIrdsIkhows. o
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