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2. Satday, August 7th - Doblderry Nature Reserve (off 
Brookton Highway, about halfway between Mt. Dale and Bever- 
ley) - Wf4a)r huJo Mrds excursion : distance to reserve from 
Kelmscott is 7 0 h  Meutot 8.00 &m. at thsWst psking 
opportuptily"1gPrrt pwt thb4nterwction sf Canning Road and 
Broolstan Higt#vwlKanagutk A return trip via the York Road 
may bC organid. 

S Saturday, $@ptembsr 18th - Eagle Hawk Flats & 
Kwkin b k a . - L- .Rqpjmnoch. Full dfy bexcursion in-
cluding waterbird trainit& urenpletktga round trip of  &out 275 
km from the Perth C.-P,O; Fllact at 8.30 a.m. at ttre sou* side of 

&nceItn Road. Those 
ring a lift should meet at 

We w01 dart by looking 
elin and witl later move 

on to  the Karakin Lakea 
R.J. may be continuing on to look at wetland.nature 

reserves in the Enbabba and W e m o  districts over the following 
two or three days, He will be happy to ~ I d tpeople to these 
places :p l w  contact him beforehand i f  interested. 

4. S C ~Itla under "Training" In the Waterbird Project 
re$wt4m-lswa - 7  

69 Lanark Street, (red brick house at the junction 
Coo%En@,W.A. 6050 of C a r a r m  Crsscent and 
Telsphone (09)-444 9936 lanark ~tseatf 

r 
 r 
for M U mam-

bsta mon-jq#kqa 
Q! 

mmat ,  A tuJspkone answering machine wUl ioon-b6im$&d ta 
enable you to ioave dewiEsd meig#q$es If hc Zl.ngt ip ;wAsa you 
r f m  < .  * 

Coma 
The Junemeeting will be hsld at Gygnet Hall, on che water-

f r e  nqw the.C.WW of k k e t t  Drive and Stlrlimg Higkwby, 
bqelnningat 8.00 p.m. 

JUW - j%qmm will present an 
."Birds SatnmkGmq Wondbnds'!. 

c m ~ . b& S W ~ ~ * Q  braodi~- 1 ~ 
in area andienm ht dtquuh\ t sd- -* h ' . .L. &;a* -*;14.." .< --.. 'q -

'-- ?.2."c .- - - -+- - - -' - , .,. 

There ir some doubt as to whether the September meeting 
yn *5rpfwnbmFWd 
thDt .,. - - , I  I

i. a d  3 

- L x .. 
m,2 j ~ * k W W ybhnw ~fU.W.A. Museum 
will Y)OJC~ll."gsrd+~ft.k)#m&&mst". 

~~l M~ & mlr- *n W ~ Y  rmind@ this 
~ra'$iousbut wM i~%pl,@W2amtwi l l ,br ;  #*W ~ Y  
j-1983. I t w i l l ~ r ~ ~ b t v b e a ~ o r r l ~ @ & W%WW1982 

in 

mering. Please watch t)rs %ptsiirk# 
this newsletter for booking details, 

Our programme fat the next quarter imcludes twu b@a-
dktance excursions in order to e m country memt&rs and 

1 1 

M h  West Wader Studies Expeditfon - Spria 1982 (see 
a F r a p , l , ~ , R o + 2 1 ) .  

. ~ n ~ secondcxiPe for psaple b fain the 
RAOU sprTftg wdw mcp&R&n ta thaw i& fhepa r i d1st to  
11th SepMlbw 1982. There is a podbility that group transport 
d W*Waed  if numbers are sufficient, and also a chance 
that funds for petrol expome cwld <beallocated to drivers of 
four-wheddriw vehicle fdnbg the expedition. No prior ex- 
perlence i t  weds bandkg is needed. However, we would ask 

mpmkipate for whole of the 

'please contact the Fleld Offictr in Coolbinfa 

* 

WAROQNR WEERZND --OCTOBER 14,1982 

'The RAOU, W.A. G ~ U ~ ;will hold a weekend conference at 
the Waroona Hotel on ttq Oqem's Birthday wdend, October 



-- 

The W s n d  wiif pravid to, Zimbabwe. Val's fifunded but iL supported by 
talk witk Dr. Androw 

is a little smaller ttroft-
t o h u r l b w t t h e ~ ; k p l  it feeds ahost clckn~yv * q t y ~ ~ ~ b
known the swamp ond W -4bmmI shuf&.the rvne rocky h-t as the 

8.00 p.m. Dirsuorbn on W e r  
. < 

Ma*,Octabrrr4 

,,.' ".;. 
Acconrrnadation will be in  the Wuwm Wl m thoS.W. 

C, 

Twin RsQms $*O.r#s PSF pmmit 
DouMsa- m3ieY) 
Breakfast $4;00 
Cut-ktncCI I I,* i 


Okrncc $6aQ;. . 

S n t ~ & y0- .$8AMl - - 


~ ~ 
ttwtylra


of accommbkn mmfmrd a d  mlasim r SdXFsm s a r n o n 

Each Outkipant w 

. . - . .. . 

1. 

Bovuo Brook Williams and Perth. The venue for the camwut 

" W L V  q?&F&j@I. 3 -
,$hwdcf' an ths Sotukda'y did not damp'in the em 

&tSlt &cur of attentian on thk! duW&&y
and a trdc to Lake Pka@ntView near Manypeaks resu ld  in two 
Auatfalasian (Browq) Bltfsm being flushed from the sedge a d  
sem &I A i b t  by dl i&&%tW%pattoss Crakes were obwrvd at 

brush(Ba~nie) .
and Rushy POints near Al- 
Knotq LargeSand Plm 

and Bar-ttikd Obdwk whkh were comfortlBly 'viewed &h 

k t 

nightsto  help Ken Mdls 

-- * * -.--
Blusbillcd Ducksand Great CW- Cinbss'onByenup Lagoon. 

T b  m p w t  gensrated great interest in  bird studies 'n the 
Iwoqto jched *W a t M i d*$irs **,my for 

thek hoapit;rli$y at  Twbity md wa wbh them 1the b s t  with 
?hi#vcffeurs. .r - .I 

, .. . ., .  

Dakyed March issue of WA.B.N. 
pcdvsntsd the RM# gxcursion, but h r e  

' q f i *  infarmsd ahd a snail group 

mailto:q?&F&j@I


slack-winged (I?!ed) Stilts, Birds in the Landscape. An art cburse led 
wen tlw most abunctjlnt rwldsnr by Eileen hooker 

Booking to @tor Congrevele Warden,, Eyre Bird Observatory, 
Gxklebidtiy, vh Nortsrmn, W.A. 

Y b l l 0 ~ U l s dEpoo I 

Surdpiper, a Psctar W A  BIRD WEPORT* , 1982 

Many thanks to at1 those people who have sent in reports 

A total of 65 people had 

Godwit, P i i  Oystercatcher, Silvet Guti, 4mW T e  F;riity 
Tern, Crested Terri,,Semgal Dwc,Camam fhmwiug, !WM 
Kingfisher, Wskome Slwalbc Tree MaM, PIglt, k b f i  
Cuckoo-shrike, Western G m (Wark),  Grey Fantajl, Wlllk 
Wagtail, Goidtn Whistler,, RufmWhiWr, Wadsrn Silvereye, 
Brown Honeyeater, S i m g  Homy&&r9 Gray Butcherbird, 
Australian + . +  a 

hterwitmot. 

WAGILY dDAV REPORT 
SlkrrBlp, -A#&,*Wm' 

A small contingent of Perth omfthokgists mst Grtat 
bumm and wwelt birdor at Nurqdsat 9 ~ *n ~ 
PF- to W Wllbyriw WW,T=blin a M W n  (both 
salty), where the Waterbird e'rojea was explained trr &aU. Use 

wetlads 

Eyre has been greatly improved in &bd PW months by 
the seating of  the undergrmnd water tat&aul thlslihd-uf 
a solar hot wate~ 
family for support for this w e d k : ~  
B r d w y ,  Dw8a d  Pete Wk@sa d  
hprd work Mdved. 

C c ~ s e sk the near &turn are: 

i.e. 3 kestrels per 10 km. 

Geoff Shannon. 

NATIONAL WADER COUNT SUMMARY 

The results of the National Wader Count have now been 
collataf anQ $19 currently @itqonalysed in Melbourne by the, 
A.wS.~LCo-o~o-ordihatOr, Brett Lam A report on the results for 
W.A. has beenptsgardd and distributedt0@,.wntributqrs. 

In brief, 28 obwm submitted B reports regarding 86 
different sites. The gtear majority of the dres covered were in 
the Mstro~olhh. South-Wen and Great Southern areas. for 
which covkW Gas gq+, was fair in the ~aoth l~asr  ~ d v e r a ~ e  
(Ewerame) and Mid-West (Genldton) arsq but only nominal 
in.

the North-Wtst (i.e. Shark Bay to Kununurra). hnlore observers 
are urge,,tly r,.,,uirad in thaearau 

A tot4 sf 43,744 birds were recorded, with 35 species 

fnrrlwd rqion by region in Table 

A particular feature of the count was the large number of 
birds observed on W blet mar Mandunh. Thws included 
Banded Stllt (%fSO); Rodwcladd Stint (4,7H)), Black-winged 
Stilt (1,&@, R e e d - f1,500), Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
680 and -&*w (540). It is not possible to say at this 
st& w* thjs lj. a typical pattern, or a consequence of the 
floodtq of intwrd wetIandr whlch occurred as a result of heavy 
unsciimdrainr4)c'brtty 'More the count. 

It is mt'pbribte to prk&t ~ e " & t a i l e dresuits here, and 
anyone requirinq sithet specifit' information ar a copy of the 

mailto:@,.wntributqrs
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the first twb weeks in July. 

Ken Milh 
StatsCost.diaator 
A.W.SG. 

5 BwnsStreet, 
Mwrni 

dud objstives of leg~nklghow many budsof which species were 
p m a t  in ths' am& iinb s f  e+tabIioklt'igwhether the trapping of 
wadws &~%&tt@~andblr, dkwas  fezsiblethere. 

In order to mompl objsctivt$,I spent weekends 

4 

Twelve months 'R plcpof-

Buging tha period 5th July, 1981 So 8th May, 1982, 24 
sp0ciw.@f'd e n  w e  &emd at Albany. The most common 
was t&,Re&rWd stM, ~ 4 %a maximum count of 2,085. The 
m o c e , ~ i n l &ppecies present iwbded Lesser Golden Plover 
( e q y m  4?), SMd Wwff (e),Eastern Curlew (31, 
W[#el(51, Grey-tailed TattJer (2% Temk Sandpiper (2),
Black-tailad Godwit (I), Red Knot (W),and Great Knot (280). 

tiom iq numbers during the 
the numbers d Rcd-

ts k raprolkrced in Fwre  

a 



bottom a d  of the salq the Ruddy T w n ~ n c ,WWbrcl, Grey-

2. To expand t b  study to OWIJtm b e i n  
to Albany, so&at :*i*mb od 

' 
andQ4ttrmw. 

An invitationto joln tht R % k h a&nd'ed to all 
who are interested in any way, whether experkwid bird- 

The 198111982 wader b ; r ~ s e i w nd d for the Pwth 

Tattkr, c4mRtea $urBqlg#, -Mlt,-%lo$ Great 

Knot, S)ruptaitd-,

PW.Ofthsrs, 

a QtrfoFWC 
Plovas, with a 

I w w  Talbot. 

- S.Dtemb#r 1981wa, reported 
)4wim&Alr-, Semnd 

owit ion also rsportsd 1i1 tune 1982 bsue of RAoU National 
* w . )  .-@,cr 

evkbn 
' C w t n  

for a second '?bM5U wader studits wpaditbn during the period 

lmof thek bkiklgy'and mht ion  and toenkma conservation 
of th& W W s ) ,  bwt k e s s  tom e  hpmtant sires ivn prohi& 
itadby M w t t t ~ sftaha s e r h  Df dlPHaPcyclones 

iitdm ~ bat 8toame 
d thrss Ruddy fur* 

Wland. Accounts 
visit to this place. 

HPwwcr, WSQ npt pngrre4.k11,000 Whitwwtnged(Black) 
Term mstly, lit pi& T b r d n g  garb, nor 930 rufour, 

piter at the fattworks 
Saodp,@rs md two 

Astan DOIVitdtffs. T k  Mtw was a rs6# spwk ta bebanded in 
Auwdlo by* Ar#stnl&an Wzda  Wksgrwp. 

&#WmceInsjmlci clanrposition 
sa9tndd aangawe tidal flat 
s, AsfPn Dowitthen, Greenshanks 

at the s a l w  but 
Btsame, While dmteverse 

Weat Knots, 
Ptbvea w m  oommon nslr 
b hdOnpQllanPlovers, Sharp 

t;rWS n r d p h  a d  lhxbnscwStints ware far more numerous 
at th&s&&fi&& OSan at @raw& T differencesmav be due to' ~ 

.typsr ovoikbik) reSrrttir 
ts (e.g,4diff~mttidal ran-

t~ e;4lrrW thsrr hicia1 findings. 
W d f h  Fiat y S W d  
of Gr-s a d  5 .  



- - 

Red-heed Dotterel$, Orhtat~ u t " i r m b ,P h a W  S n i  ., 

wihap SPetHm, W i l d  m 

Stints were recwUed fmM wwagac 

Karatha. . ,  
\ 

The 	 Nopch-Webt w&f studks ~~~ 
and remfr%%yatso inj 
We& Au&diaprt' in 
been gained abat# m 
spades biology and swa? 
much bett6r known than ew before. Ow e)utrfcsto fdtlRnal9 
TelwiEior~~the Department of Fisbfies and Wl%(espc~lally
Grant m n )  ur$-a'ho!'&&&a"i *iskt' &rw@j 
latest s % m h  * 	 , , i IIr 

. . 
-?% * "3 eP r f , , . ' ,  , 

1. Recruitment. Since my last repoi? r4ar~iZwqthas 
resulted In all but three of  the priorityresems4W (in Table 1) 
in WA.  %idNaEes No,*21,balw ajlogiW toabrvm These 
t h e  are-white Water (P*M,Mcl; W- T w l i n  (W)wtd Fk, 

1% 

half ofthesurvey team. 
, . ~ h n t e e mmay apt UI iegulldy.A m y  a ttut hiis 

already h e n  located, i ~ m W p l ec w w  m#idescmppf@ns. 
of W t s  tabe made, rgyoatiq how &sows ~&~~Qiff;qr~intheir, 
m n t  estimat* .Gra@surveys arethek t  apppiwh W n d r  

hw ta t84camkmbiy s u r v d a ~inQIlbyW,,~)ww-n. 
If yort sn passing a ,resave ie -yuw Croyabq ddd fracfra~to . 
undertake a surw ifyou hmt h ~wbwe r-- '~ 
wetlandsare cxmewd. 

Ican prow& interested people with. ~b &r-6 
locations and aHJacatiom Y w  .can assist arr rsntritbtgW eby 
mentioningthe Praje~tto your friends!. 

2. Survey bas. The next tHte preferred & m y  periods 
are July 10-18; September t1-t9 *nil N m m y r  614. ?few 
consider doing atit 
breediq peaks "If 
re- durir\g t3-d p 
obserxers also swed , I .??+. . 

3. E q u ' ~ ' .kll go@ well, each act& partbiiant will 

bookletr. Returns nn t  .in thus far W+b&- oMo thetn&crW 
final cqmputer forms, so please discard any Mk. 7A or earlier 
designs and use the f i t  design e%clusively fmm ow on, 

it had alwawbe- our intmtblk,reyiwgasJkr W n s  at 
about thk the, bbu'fq~an many uj possible rerpoved 
through fd &st&. The pr 
need to count ner9J,(jue tiak 
ddste ttm nest habftatcd-I, 
ese&bI infamationand .ta 
the need to  itlltrk your survsg rputeantbe,wetH.mhasbqm 
intfoducsd. a*.'"+,i l i  4 	 C1 

Ihope t o h a b  ill1CIIWKV~kit5 bdwe*.JIJY 
n r m y  per'& The Iif@ce.@ getting wetbnd.ms 
drawn : please use "wp&"V e r  f onq  inpeQarq4  m 
any farms sent ~ a r l k fwithout. -6 prirrt8d ,q..$b@r bboks. 
Canoe IiwwmshCjtld a1w besent tose~;itntremits s h ~ @ y ~. 

I f  you have any wer ia  about f W p l ~ e q ,dp~'&k i -
tate to ,conti#t &he w e s t  Wildlife f3fficaJI W  inaq"$roand 
country phans books in the y,A. pages underGou~~:mnt  

Firhaitr and Wildlife. J ,:, , . 


4. T& Assistmnce to observen with-aav&&af the 

planM as follows: 

hwday ,  jum 26th - L. )ooRblup- 10.00 am.till 1.00 
, p.m iwat *e ktersection of Sceaic, Drive 'and kiti 

Avenue, W m , .If w@4w k fwl, port-pow to Sat. 
july ~36&ht~Rj, t~ ekrdr). We wl bc cmdnttrti* on 
mhiqws fw W # $ a t k m  of waWhiids likdy b be 
encountered in winter surveys, and aalway& irepi~waiare 

- +eesoMywelaaiens. 
Phagin Mas - Meet at 10.00 
of Fadsral Strset a d  the Harri- 

smith R d ,  Narrogin. We will milinly @d with tech-
niquss appropriate for surveying waterbirds in w@ed 
setids, 
SuqW, 1.i.p-Mmypukr W<a-Meet at noon 

Street, Forrestdale. We will concentrate on techniques of 
surveying on foot winter-flooded, heavily-vtgetated wet- 

.nest surching. &,igL wadiw par. - .  but. not 
,. -5%-+ ';:::a hi.':,>, -%yF". .i -

# .  * 

T ~ n i ~ u e s .In this project, we are not asking observers 
to use particular watehird survey tbchniqcwi wery time they go 
W 	Instead, we are.preentingl a range of ideas and asgQted 
metho& and msraly a&@ $&ist"M&emimnvrkwttrs maximum 
effort possbb, each tdme a suny ir done. Wetlands vary their 
haractsr during the year so obsewm shouW apply the most 
writableapproachfhilt saCh riyatbn 69rbands 

R a t k  than waiting until tacbniques materid has been 
compiled, I will send out to & r % i ~ $ ? r ~ t ~@,seriesof paperswhich 
ciul be groull'id topthir in &r rurvey kit folders to eventually 
make a full set (which will a l b  be indexed). The first paper was 
the Cnks and RtB Key whick, you reeived with yam intmduct-
ory gear. The second plyper 'was the set of motes and tables in 
WASN No. 21 wh&; W i b d  techniques of fhrding and count-
i- waterbirds STMI &lrd *,of information is given in the 
following notes. $c  

TABLE2 

IDENTW@@E~)N , IEPYGWATERBIRD 
J if 
j; P 

-' q g q , ~ "mla, 
( m e  abrevhtiins ts used in the field rscordboolrlsts) 

-PIIA i h t 6 w t r .  

laid flat) and-pde "body"; PieC sits low or suher&and 
has nocrest and a blackish"body" (upper). 

2. A r r ~ t d W mCsdLR / ~~Grabt (non-brceding plum- 
4 8 4. bt&y d*#&u&. glaftsn~~,&ah u e  "unktm 
W i n .  H K W  amm has M T y  Aanbsn AuGb often has 
huffy ftarda but WW never havestreaks on its face. Also 
i d  out foc Mefence9 Lpo*we. 

3. 	 D& / Pied or Great Comwwoat (in flight). Darter has jet 
@me (or "+" sign) riUIouatte - fine wings and neck and 
lo= h n s d  tad (about 96 bmg as neck); alu, stiffer flight 
sr)rlc than GreC oc RcC. The SUter tuvs w a r  tails and 
haavicr:~ s ~ band wings. 

4. Pied Cwmwqnt I M l e  Pied Cormorant (inflight). LiPChas 
st* body entl f i e  neck. Pi& has heavier body and 

.hak, and the gleaming white neck "ovsrbala~~;es"the 
1 "wingsand tait 

-A 


5. & , ~ o n n m  / Lit&le811& CDW)lOnnt ( i  ~  GreCflight). 
bas pa&faq W dcm ROf. 

mailto:m#idescmppf@ns


6. 	 !hrdbd /. Bluebidled Duck. Hard usually. &ms not have later .by some dwks ,and Marsh Harriers if .they aye well con-
asct ' "st i f f  %a#!: b a relatwely low k.dways ceded. -.make mi-floating mouds of v w h s  &es, all 
chocolate -brown on its upper- b&MitaWatlW with a substantior ,bwt a€ the top. Cbot nerts.ue built up & 
marly dway vi$ible and .hm.white ~ i q ~ : i n  peak wattrlewl and uwalty hay  h e  green material w h  as flight. 
BbjR uftan has ~ 4 c t"stiff-tail" CrW+&-oagi$h's i n  the wata wsad in thmw h  in use, 
water, it i s  more evenly p r a p w t b d  - a dy&&@y, it , ?M$ rep!& @e a~hlnodby patient watching and careful 
m y  b @k gpey w krraumR+s&$ MY,.ba'fl%under- seakhlq tri types of sites knoyn to be favoured bv each species. 
tail only when i t s  tail is  erect and has n o , ~ ~ p k t m  

aagectyri@ws inflqjh. ' ' I  	 6. Returns. Upto the 1 st  of b n e  1982,l had received 173 
cokpute(shgms from participants aird 55 of these were for May 

7. Hardhead / Musk duck females (males have blll lobe). Hard i s  1982, mody from within tb prefmd survey period. The 
never dbk grey and $ t q o : 8 , ~ H I  c r w t i o n .  MusD is 
never chocalatebrown, &$r hi& white in i t s  wings and has 
a heavy triangular b i j l - c ~ o ~ ~ t i a n , ,  

8. BIue-billcd Duck / Murk Duck. BbiD has a fine, dished .bill 
, 	and short body. MusD has a stout triangular-s&n bill 

and a long b&y. 

9. 	D m Moorhen 1 Purple Swamphen 1Cost (onwater). PuMo 
has a fhre bill and two vertical white strips Wet-i ts  tail. 
PuSn has a heavy bill and one large white mtch under i t s  
tail. Coot has a fine bill and no white under i t s  tail (not 

- .  
t - -.--.- -

"hw,7 = +,,-,;** - f 


-='%.' "%a 	 A 

(1) 	 Identification of confusing waterbird species - species I'ikely . .. 
to occur j" "deepwater" situations (i.e. under wintellflooded 
conditions). 

Table 2 gives points of identification for separating ~crHFus-
ing waterbird species pairs. The information should be used tact& 
as a guge to Mmifyil$ urtfamilar watarbkdq'and ru r dihk 
whenever rec6FB either-of the two s p e C i b s B i n ' min a&h 
case (check that it wasn't the &tar species). Most of the k i n -  
tiflcation points used can be found also in Piztey's Field Palde 
(Collins, 1980) and were ~hosen as being the most practical to 
use in the field. 

(2) Flnding waterbird nets-g e m 1comments. 
One of the first clues one should learn about nest findJng 

(and avoiding) i s  where each species or group of rpwles typkrdly 
nests. Table 2 on page 5 of WAB1YNo. 21 gives a rough guide of 
this type (see also texts on nepg and eggs by Berutdm, North 
etc.). More detailed information such as the types of sites pre 
ferred by a species within a particular region, can be fbund in 
publications'such as Serventy and Wittell's Bjrds.of  ->Western 
Austnlh (1976). SQMe general clues which apply to many 
species are given as follows: 

(a) A large proportion of waterbird nesting commences 

"?*' 	 " .tw 

following people,have sent iir five or more forms : J. A. K. Lane 

(25), A. K.'Daw (20 ,8. & A. BYc&W%-(1@,R. C. BUrking (15), 

S. & 0. Keeling4151 ,D.F. lathes (la) and 0. J. Newbey (1 O), 

and also P. Clay, S. J ,  pavies, 0. K. Kneebone, R. Nabkilnd the 


, RackTngbrn - k h c o t t  - Murrby "bb€uraiists all of whom con- 
t r i b W Ofke retwnr .My thipks llso to those who have just s n t  

' 
in one return - these-are &&ally valuable, particular fer lesser- 

known reserves, -


. ,W note the f d w i n g  W t s  regarding used  computer 

forms: - * .  . * * - 


(a) 	 write z& in dates and times of start and finish but 
nof ift-dtotal number. ..etc." 

- , d A w m a m d r & y , _ e s p u l y  tQ.clarify particular. 
a . , 6 ~ t g o n s m ~ o p m d a r o r k a r n r s y ~ a c h .  

(c) 	 if w~~ maps are not avaitable far you^ wetland 

r-q t$y sketching the wetland yours& on the 
backsof* v p l e t e d  computer forms. 

(d) 	 make w e  %you hwe aWercd all the questions 
jnrttuding that i;&t%wning "dtspecies", 

(e) 	 please return conpf&ad forms as soon as possible. 

7. Feedback / @sultr. As computing arrangements are at 

present s t i l l  being made, feedback foF this newsletter had been 

hand compiled and b limited in scope. 1hope to have a computer 

run done within the next two months and Iwill post samplesof 

those results oyt to.aIl mtributors. That is, a iurnmuy qf r e  

sults for mar wetland(o) p b  possibly acOpr of  the summary of 

d b ~ % rompartkular species, -


Y e wil l  nsed to be performed on all homing sheets, 

so oomqw%r^iym e  your way from time to time. 


The fdlowiqg examples p a  from dl data rweived to 1st. 

June 1982. 


(1) Peel Inlet Reserve : totals from a co-ordinated survey 

(gf four sections) of the eastern h , e s  by the Rockingham -

KelMscott - ' Murray Branch of the  W.A. Naturatists"Club on 

22nd May 1982. , 


while species d e p e n d e n t o r i L s h a l I o w ~ n i T 5 r g 2 n ~ -
isms will wait for-W f s  to fall to allow their food 

- agitated behaviour and' distraction displays by 
single birds or pairs, 

- *fresh or recent droppings pbd#kil  sites,- clumps of bent&sr%eed or w$@w@&#J in other--$32,:% -.*. beds,wise upstandiq 
- walkways 'throu& or lfitb' 

, , Great Cormorant - 137, ' 
" k - Whirs:&cd Heton - 104,

2 $ .  	 .
Great eppt 178, ' . 

Gr@nk -32, 

all "mbatory" waders - 1,609. 


- Other interesting mius:Chestnut Teal (2), Hooded 
Plover (1),Osprey (I) .  

Only 1,132 stilts and avocet5 w w  recardad, cotqwed with 
tmten tin& this number i-nFebruary 1982. This would 

r;W-higharwater levels in May causing l%#&d clumps or be,&W l y  predk- 
, - 5 , .  .+;,. ,

tussodc3. favowed beed iq  mas In the inkt to beW e d .  
Nop. I f  t o d s  for your fese~llt seem insignificant in c o n  

parison witfr7&W a d  othe reartts, do not be discourylsd! . 
W o r k s  o f Z ' m lwetlands pby a majbr role in the imnwwition 
of watisblfds: "tn instances, Wetlands wMck4apport vast 
maws of bhdt Ek) not support rn- Wssding.act?vity-breeding 
of many species whkh use the big refuges km e r  takes p b  
in many small& wttlande. 

(2) Aandt.rfram May 4982 Swvcys (See Table 3) 
I n w  of daa rscekfsd to 1/6/82 show: that predictably, 
some spec& ~~major portkrm ta tha total waterbird 
mbei&t#wskm...sk not. T b  figures 50r Austraksian (Bhra 

(d) 	 Favourite sites for a n&&w df$~clcs are the midd- 
les of iarge, dtoop~~t&506ks "min watw and in 
collapsed, dried material in Typtla and Bur- beds. 

Please beware of f i gp  snakes :do not put -handwhere eye 
cannot see! A b ,  do not toucbrnw yougtihmrck t~mini-
mise chances &nest d e p P / - p m t ~At all times keep the 

Do not enter breeding 
are in the nets (they 

First Resters are frequm4y %ktla %i3s gmd !%ww 
bdid large mounds of Rkbm m i r t $ f i & t  -my&-.. 

L 

-* 

&C 
 rtn -
9 



b y winged) havdw and Gcaat w ' m nfor the 16. FkldWbrlbsarC ~ ~ p s r i o d ~ 
vbrbm 6f ,we rirb n & m l d c $ r . ~ L I- tabs-myfbmtheoff icefor  

JutV unay -1, 
1/6/82. IfI hod ~remtedQwor tOr tftapiwbdkt6 17 krrlpMt (w&ebLd trMiin the 
Coots'would hays c o n t r W  2896 ofW W.ogQiatad&mkd 
Stilts only 1%. TMs s u w  that the &%9rr (Zr t#f 1-12sqmmbar ( N d b W s r t  w d a  

I 

krrwf* 

1. Total number of bids 
lands - maximurn at any onrr wetJurd~l0,9$Sat t,Msur (UPIT 

+".  

.'b 

-- - ~ 

a 
B 

all 
No 

and falls in the bud total cwk Wmt be &ly exptiiaed as 
many species rsplace slich oahsr pr become mom nuntsmur a 

-G WATERBIRD SIGHTINGS 
Swia14r 1982 

within a WAWA Wetland Nature 
&I tho Y l l d i r d  Project. Unless 

1 



Black Bittan - 1, last webk in Fsb., 

Glossy lbis-24, 1 7P, 
Sacred lbis -44,20/2, 
,Freckled Duck - 40,1813, TwI 

1ON. 

ijadt m p the western tip with a , M h - westerly wind -during a threehour 
watch some 30 albattcws and 45 sheanvatenp d north. Two 
idbotnsaes mn on Ehs awning of the detfth were thou* to be 
Whbappad, but aftaIn Idwtificatte'n war not possible. fhe 

, *arty trip kton the lad,produced Arctic Skua, Southern Skw, 
Rosa&uTsm a d  a Wta$cwkrp Albatross on the sea;the return 

in. Neithsr Fluttarlhg 
often soen in this area, 

kof regular obssrvsrs 

Dr. Stsphen Davia Jnr. 
7/74 BroPdmy, Wland r  

BluebilledDuck -6S,1 

alum- 1,312182, W h i n e  R. near L. Coomelbemp 
Dumbleyung Shire (Grant Peanon). 

3, t4!~9/8&'Joollbkr L,, Wiikeptn Shire (Steve 
Keeling). 

'I,.25/4f&2, Wannwrll L., Gin Gin Shire (Bob 
&king). 

Osprey - a rsport of two near the Mr. Henry Bridge, Canning 

;ass,aS~A;wc~URGENTLY NEEDED! 

2. w*, FJle volume of work that 1 am at present 
rqwkbd 30 "&&tWto thi productkn of W.&. Bird Notes, 

been WEbuted. Also needed are 
write brjdf rGparts on meetings or 

IAd with the cdlatbn and prepar- 

Black-fronted Plover - 2 adults 

he@ out in some way. 
You may not be in a position 

Rogw Jaenxh. 

. 

Longtoad Stlnt -26 o 

Australian httncole -
-

C 

'I 

, ., 
q -

SEABIRDS 
Sea aehing from R o w  IPSlnd koal 1@15th 
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M& :FORTHEATUS" 
.Bpms 

~ e p t ~ n g 'for the 

. '+ftZHy'd only toke myword 
- * . > 

d-7 -1-
" 4 v, 

- I 

- - ,= 

. ,Sgq8.? "Shs couldn't see that thee! -
rnl#ake~r;~l' 

I fNd.in- *arm ofpupm 
6I cwldn't see ttre 

WHN#:#142M~s ..' th@ 
- OrtlW*4m a t  


