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_John Deli of the

Annual Dinner and Meeting: o
Friday, January 7 will be the dute fm‘the mﬂ&' ppralar of i
our meetings and we envisage a similar 3 f
* as last January. The venue
have a big outdqet‘: .

Monday, September 27 - ,
the: ‘Mystum will speak on “Birda of the

' COMING EXCURSIONS
Saturday September 18 — Eagle Hawk thsV :

. & Karakin Lakes: ,
-~ Leader: Roger Jaensch. Full day excu
training, completing a round trip of 4
G.P.O. Meet at 8.30 a.m. at the'

0¢tohet 1-4& Long wmnd at Waroona

Bookings are still available for some of the accommodation at
Waroona Hotel The weekend promises to be sn imteresting one
and ne who does not have the details from the last nows-
letter (No. 22) should contact Stephen Davies, Waters Upton,
Mt. Helena 6555 as soon as possible.

Saturday, November 20 — Point Waylen/Alfred Cove:
Meet at the Pt. Waylen Earlr, srpark at 8.00 :.m.fouhalf

day outing. Steve Keeling will show :

natural features of the area, discuss munmnent mblem

assist with identification of water birds (patﬁcuhﬂy waders, if ‘

present).

Saturday, December 4 — Wannamal hkeand wethnds,

Shn'e S A
Gim at the Bindoon Hotel carpni:(ﬂrm nwth m n
the Great Northern Highway and 86km fm e Porth G at.

8.00 am. We will proceed a further 33km

wmewhmwevﬂiwm‘ ms lool

andmm

~to'lunch and a wander
| .mhmutw:ecmw

A v“hin‘ Wtotal of 145 Fteckled D

' ‘ﬂizb»fox &cﬂy Eefemng to
‘ﬁwmew in

LD OFFICER ABSENCE
ﬂ?mﬁﬂm being absent from the RAOU Waterbird Project

Bm ﬁm&h December to after:the New Year as I will be

:that time. i- this leave will pro-

{Nor “cm reserves)
1 r(Esperance reglon)

Roger Jaensch
J UNE MEET!NG

. On28 Juns.over 70 people utzemied the RAOU meeting at

Cynet Hgll, where Graeme Chapman spoke on *Birds.of the

Salmon Gum Woedlands”. Among the points made were that:

Salmon Gum is offen closely associated with Gimlet (E. salubris)

: ~!h¢y often jndicate heavy: soils of particular
t/sheep farmiens. C

m for agxiculture a
y - redy qwty md those nmammg
by iatmers ‘However, these woodlands are of

‘ upatticularLilnportance to ‘@ wide range %;hds as a vital food

pe gf Ithe» )

‘The usel e sirigle troe ﬁa
regenerstian and the dutmﬁvmafshep bothby grazing and
sofl compaction was emphasised. The talk was illustrated by a
range of colour slides of the sabmon gum habitat and the birds of
‘the area. None of the slides was less than very good and many

were magniﬁcem A most enjoyable evening.
Bruce Buchanan

'LAKE CHITTERING — JULIMAR FOREST

| .’EXCURSION REPORT — SATURDAY 12 JUNE, 1982

Despite- the forecast of stormy weather, a dozen or so stal-
warts turned out on what proved to be a pleasant winter’s day,
firstly at Lake Chitterln&m en on to Lake Wannamal and finally

gh parts of the Julimar State Forest,
perseverance came quickly, when after only a few
Roger Jaensch spotted a number of
obtained by everybody
anning of the lake re-
of the biggest flocks
Yeoro, seen there and per-

The reward for

Freckled Ducks and
“his

Wytw omf o




Later in the m awalknptheeutndeufhkew:nm ‘
cgo auambes of ducks, maily Pik eared (3001

number of srtificial nest boxes guechs
bore testament’to-much hard work by
ciation of W.A. who are A8 with dittpre
of nest boxes. After a sunny stop. for Tunch:iy the neitls
of the Julimar Forest, 3 walk through thé-watidoo Wx
disappointing — very few birds |
variety. This was not surp
about the lack of diversity in the un otlgk
physically. The shruby layer was' mb’idy

high which offered little cover for wummmhﬂu |

result of forestry t. Later in the after
d??ngalo afehr‘elttﬂcktfev of 3 513“6*1
of forest which had & ggat variety mm 19

mdinﬂﬂsmbndsmnm.._; “?;‘nxadozen
species wereseenduring our shonmy o

" GL

D TOODYAY DISTRICTS

GOOMALLING

o - -SXGuIion to.

‘ fortuxutely no watetbirds

DOBADERRY NATU 3

RESERVE EXCU RSION

’ 1‘ pgcteses
?h;:uoamm dﬁﬁe But morall itwupafectbirdwucmng

- weather - there was no wind

lf the ruin and ‘wet undcﬁteny did not prov1de a mo:st
enough environment, Dobaderry Syemip, Ocry.0f W
certainly did. Some people, not satisfied isnly”
capitalised on the opportunity of getting totally wet, but un-
ere seen at the swamp.

US naval omce; depirted fmm Midiand and zmdeour way to

Northam where we met 1S country members
excursion leader for the day, ‘Lindsay Mithinch
through the gloom, we reached G
rmst was dlspming and the

. Fromavantagepohxtathtl;ewm” :
mouting, Lindsay explained asin
through the clearing of the surrbunding land g off
of salt were ‘dg:.'f Pq‘ff the vegstatign Making . ot:;‘ lumk )
meeting point k (picnic area) adjacent 1o the & {f
bers then branched out in sevessl directions to
birds. The water level was low aml ml!mt beyond.the M tree.

perimeter. -

Amongst the 52 species of birds seen here, interesting ﬂghﬁnp
were a coloured male Chestnut Teal, two mnh/ Australasian
Shovelers, ‘two Little Button-quail; 40 Red Stints, two
Mulga Parrots, w}ute-whxged Eairywwns, lnd s;smy-chmd
Honeyeaters. =

o e st ““Wm mm“%':m Tm"&ﬁ’;
Anfortunately one 1 Again

briefed us.on.the significance of this area béfore we disperved for
observations amongst the varied flora communities which in-
cluded wandoo, jarrah and sandplain heath, 1 would recofmend
. this res fox thorough 3 rsion.

thte wmged Fmry Wren,

We finished the excumon at Jim Masters’ property, “Glen
Avon”, near Toodyay on the Avon River. Here we.saw 3 very
good mmm of how considerate fairmers can éncourage wster
birds to utilise farm dams by the planting of shrubs and trees
”°“,’}" the edges and making mﬁﬂeufornmiumdmoctMg
security.

Ten species ofwaterbhdswmmnonthedmatwbichlhgl
and

keeps ‘a careful watch for seasonal changes in both:
abundance. The local shire has largely bmﬂ boats from using
the large pool on the river at “Glen Aven”. Thhshould affo:d
some. ptortection to nesting cormomnt: e

Seventy specxes of birds were geen dutmg this excursion — our
thanks to Lindssy and Jim for their guidance. We look forward
to another meeting with our new birding acq ces. from the
Northam-Toodyay region. The U.S. Navy Officer, Tom, much
appreciated the outing and. hft m;mmofws
birds and birdos. - :

~

- xr. ok

Counes at, Eyremthenmtiuee ' mu follows:
ugust-4 Sepwmber BIRD BANDING. Perry de Rebiera and
Congreve, Mist netting, banding, measuring, moult and
ding. The coune will involve extensive field work and

nph the correct method of extracting birds from
thenatmdthah‘ aE

5-11 September BIRDS IN THELANDSCAPB Eileen Brooker.
- An _Art Course ledbyahmknarthtwhehasyeau of
«gfemme.amplomaofmmtmhmcerﬁﬁuu She has
held exhibitions in Hobart, The ¢course will be-in the medium
..of painting and: students will-be expected to brmg their own
fpmumdwm :

. fie use of recoec'o'up"

il ;-.;;.a

* “Tield, and e

30 October-6 Novm;? ﬁ:HORE Bll::‘)dsldlunuﬁl.ane andf :’heter
Congreve, AW behaviour entification of shore

. birds und the use ﬁfemm nets.” Aging and sexing of the
blrdinm‘.‘i ,

5-11December: FIELD ORNITHOLDGY Dr. St ben Davies and.

_Peter C "I‘he course will cover peactical aspects of
‘Eensus ses, witching and recording bird behaviour and
the wrnm; np of results

Eyre bndly mds 3 good set of spanners, metric Whitworth

and A.F, Any y person who would like to donate complete .
sets Or-4" #hould contact Stephen Davies who has'the
details. ‘The full .about $190 but ring, open-ended or

‘.asepameiy in each stundud The ‘_




—-dn_the Sub-group who m'wﬂhn and able'to hke ovetfmm

Thankyou fmymumdswwhm’aMataMy
sate. The metropolitan area is still poogy: ;- Kre there no

.;wdmﬁmmmtm Herdsman Lake® | hope that the new

~form for multiple visits ¢ ﬂtw site: willmake it-sasior for

, ?rdtt;:;,m?doi not rely .08 somebody. olse. sendi seooeds in
or the more spots bechvse. you may have seen somo-
thlnt different. It does not matter if ﬁ visits: ar0. not regular.

ly. may. have been there some- othr mw}% will
make youtmnll themore valuable, . T ey
I have a]ready poords of

mkoo and F v ’W,v, ‘

Howaboutsomebreedmgreeotd;muahhm fo:ma
picture of both, whexeand when Wdcm

The only activity carried out by memben of the Perth Sub-
group since the end oﬁtheh;t bﬂndinc season on: 18 April 1982

of Petth are much apprecmted W ﬁ fopult in du
the publication of useful data. ¢ == = R

Those who took part . th northwm expedition of
&twg&pm 1981 ¢ intop
“ A ;tv‘.f

Zeng?euzmm Mty t982 Thebin! ad
“in“"a NNW-direction from Roebuck Bay; Broome wh
been caught and banded on 30 August. 1981 Tsi

ted at latitude 21010’N and long 11@20’3

o " Lo i e g m‘
group to discuss future o postible. ody
very wdcumo ‘_to

covering 65 wetland natur& rey '
(Flagstaff L.) in our set of: ,’

‘cover the mn_mgﬁ_mwwa wethnds (see Table 1).

I must stress that these reserves were not ranked with the
“priority” reserves simply because they were not kpawn to be
important waterbird spots. However, this has been partly due to

‘& lack of knowledge about some resarves, which upon detafled

study may prove to be of considersble to ﬂmixd:!

This applies particularly to those reserves which are more dhtmt
from the centres of population.

wmmmthn -

w!umﬂat oneof-

Remember that many wetlands will have reached maximum
dopth by September, so waterbird breeding at these
y be at its poak during the - followmg mon

st reminder to pattic(i&ants covering lakes in the region
» v t they should make every effort
pouibletovh&thcirwethndswhﬂetherels a fair
sty mbmited poit ““m i"’“‘é’ riing eason on
V' su to: tos y busy bree season on
ﬁme weﬁmds

et tand Surveylnstructlons

al computer forins have-been distributed and appear to
lmve been well accepted by project paxtiexpanu The compatible
Fhldkwodmpl;letktml d, but supplies will be
mdmwm'ﬂ e euauoonasﬂwy gtome available.

Two pomu of instructlon ahould be made:
t) Ploase use b en filling out computer forms as

_or two.

“black taéam"n difﬁgfltt to reqd mimt the black pnnted
Itnework

! pgories if v, m;g ‘that
y to the species entered. Be uhrly careful with
ng unattended eggs and oung in nests and non-
’_‘ t runners. The book Wate igtralia |

Field 'I’rainms Days have been. held at Joondalup, Herdsman
and ‘ Forrestdale Lakes (Perth ‘area), the Narrogin Lakes and
nypeiks Lakes since the last n tter was posted. These were
cally intended to enable less expeﬁemed observers to become
more familinr with waterbirds likely to be encountered in their

" “loeal” wetland- resorves and to train particlpants in waterbird

emtmg meﬂ:oda

In all five mstances w concentrated on special approaches
nem under - conditions. We were blessed with
variety o wate vird. species which enabled important

“hetwésn some similar species (e.g.

emphen and Moathen: Au 1 and Hoary headed Grebes).
At Porre ‘dtie“eﬁ ‘213t August M on ?m%mhmg
et and were rewarded wﬁ!rme nests of Black Swan,

Purplé’ watnphen and White-faced

Watch. the December W.A. Bird Notes for details of training
d please take note of commg waterbird-
d in dhils issue.

days in mnewym;nd
centred ¢

: A groupwhxch is poorly
Rnown becaulie ehaviour of its riember species.
Bitterns are widely dimihuted in the hlsher ramfall parts of the

mﬂy fsmiliar with the Black Bittern — which may

be dult with in ahter issue
6. Retumns:
Over 300 ¢ eted computer forms have now been received

by the Project Office. Results entered on the old MK. 7A forms
beh:gtmmfemdto the final design forms by Mrs. Sheila
Faweett my sinceré ‘thanks for her cmful werk in this task.

7m fthkm fi da 1
on o e_CO] gram for. our talsneary
finished but has proven more diﬂgu!:,tnt than at first anticipated. 1
stomfor thec%mgmd ot]'dm

Mﬂﬁ}' through acklo;

<Al lﬁ ednmpiehnbeensenttothf.

¢ U.W.A. Regional Computing Centre to assist

y) in’getting the waterbird data

s

proy mnning :moothly The following examples of results
mmnptepmd

laces will




ng (12/7/81 - 25/8/82)
nducted on the 12th of July,
sorde ‘hruding(mthe&wth

Despite incréased coverage,
from reserves in July was similar to that in )
‘tingtothnmultcmﬂdimhdethﬂ‘ “

phere migratory wadens or.
locatedinﬂhﬂpﬂﬂ@f

months

d some experience is useful in
3.this in a future issue.

58 d'in July as in Msy,
Banded Stilts were. pmporﬁonateiy dispersed.

(0.8 Black Swan, Grey Teal,’ Pink
prominently in Table 4. The Bink-

par 65, 540 Shovel orted.on duck iz the nly-spe ‘has-been found breeding in
Bibra Lake’ 22/6/82) It would t tins& nowowhether  twe ‘Mﬁxe : sbeen assisted by the
the Banded Stilts have dispan reeding lakes

Rii most oppor-

- because: their nestsaretela

e, even if duck nests are not
s are often more. conspicuous

' *ﬁmbymewk#mc«ned

A fmrly pmdictim pattern:of nugiber -of species
£ach _month i ﬂ:n. Isnorins July' and Angust 1981 (few

typical of one group of .wa ds. which
tently upward trend in numbers, while the

‘total may have been

I‘Q!h D4 SONNS o
' e meryﬂoodsflhlslsarudl-

Grey u?al Bdlack Swans ﬁd Red-necked Stints. Reasons foxt
upward trend are not rea , : ,
be due 1o either disporal iy

Several specxes, mcludmg the lack-wm
a third trend which incorp g in p

vagy reserve as wel.l as provxdmg incentive. to ﬁll in gaps m the
' - distributions, A more detailed account of breeding

litt[e . ;p;uu in the computer printouts.
s ) s pan should consider filling out
whicilg;xpushshauwwambwkq fhg,m_ '*iortmyne:tsfemd pam

Other m Of mtem £ ,’ "I(ﬂ" ' h .J 84 ow
from June 1982: G:z;" X

Several “mp ater’
the lntut count e

R



TABLE 1. L ‘ | 62 Dumbleyun?/Wagm/ 8 WSW Dumbleyung

WETLAND NATURE RESERVES NOT YET ALm- 65 Wagin 2088/Wagin/2 SE Wagin
; 63 Flagstaff/Woodanilling/22 WSW Wagin
CATED TO OBSERVERS &3 119 West Asthur 5456/ West Arthur/42 WSW W
agin
| - Deserving two-monthly ¢ 123 Wild Horse/West. Arthur/38 S Darkan.
P.W. No./Reserve name (e.5. hkv. swamp, rim)/ﬁ"im/Wnﬁﬁn (Dmm 128 Boyup Brook 18239/Bojup Brook/at Kulikup
in k) RECEEITCI 129 mackwoodmonnybmok-nahnm/la W Greenbushes
8 Gingin 31241 /Gingin/8 %@n@n A 35 Lrwin Inlet/Denmark/5 SE Bow, Bridge.
- 153 Crackery/Dandaragan/26 ENE Langelin =~ 179 Fast Pingerup/Cranbrook/17 WNW Rocky Gully
132 Eneminga/Dandaragan/ 8 SW Catsby . . 122 Cheyne Beach Rd/Albany/12 ENE Manypeaks
186 Capamsura/Carnamah/12 WSW Coorow = - 105 Cranbtook 25812/Cranbrook/24 E Cranbrook

92 Balicup/Cranbrook/22 ENE Cranbrook
82 Casuarina/Katanning/19 ENE Katanning
81 Altham/Kent/15 NKWPingrup

h/12. WSW Eneabba

I f' 'non OF AUSTRALASIAN AND LITTLE BITTERNS

. LITTLB BI‘ITERN
‘ lxob:ycﬂms minutn:

reed-beds of clumps !ncorporating areas of dense
- collapsed reed stems.

L :
(for both feeding
and breeding)

' ﬁear short ‘ﬁne sedge :
(* eg. Typha spp., Baume; rticulatum)

g, ly ‘ s. Varlableiin voh sually ‘
" by males in their ‘ dxfﬁcu trace to caller. Also a deep short
territories) croak when flushed. , '

strong. More easily tmced to caller ,

’zmd-way between Rufous Night Hcron and | mid-way between Sacred Kinsﬂ;her and Coot.

‘| compation: | Great Egret; slightly !6ngertthh1te-flced ,
it ~Heron. - -
Jike Rufota Night Heron but bulkier (paiticu- |  not; unuke lasge Sacred Kingfisher but with hunched-
'.181"  at-hunched neck) and mth proportion~ . up neck, finer bill and slightly longer wings. Feet trail
' longér, bowed wings. - N conspicuously. .
" differs Trom Rufom Night Hmn inheingless. | . fairly quick, short and direct, just above reeds; may
- buoyant, more direct and usually with heavier, | wheel and bank-beforg cmdnng into cover, revealing
- slower wingbeats, Ramly rhnl higher than just | wing pattern
above reeds. ; : »
6. Distinctive plumage | generally dark brown and bﬂff (in’@msion :  male: blmk on top, buff or white below; large cream
characters: in ‘;.watm from light to almost black) on upper L atch in each wing.
fight. “'parts; similar but scalloped or laced ) ; striped, brown a.nd buff above,
withbuffm:ﬁme (not spomd), :

T Typicalalert .. | standing in water or law in reeds; “freezes”,
- eck outstretchgd bm potnﬂng skyvmd

in cover.

B gg lack back and cap, 1 rufous ruff around neck,

8. Distinctive two or thm heavy dark brown stripes down ‘
Age biends wi ad of | ack, subdued vemon oT

~ %@& mm ]

mgy_a mostly stripéd brown md buff

TABLE3 — the four highest totals were from

JULY 1982 WATERBIRD SURVEY RBSULTS ‘ * a) Forrestdale L. (8083 = 23% of *),
b) Peel Inlet East and South (5006 = 14% of *),
— from wetland nature reserva n the Sonth-Wut and Eucla - ©) Walyormounns L.(2825=8%0of *},

Divisions; . -d) Thomson's L, (2229 =6% of*).
— preliminary totals from data received wp to 20/8/82 :
— using maxima for July if more thap.one: sumey wasg eonducted 4. STUDY SPECIES

during the month. R . 1) GREAT EGRET
C - rep:lrte%r(cl)m 1 ti::letl;tldts;. ()l 6% of t),
f wi t! ds arts d 73 o — tot ess 1% o
1. Nuenber of e (reserve P )surveye (1_.) — highest reports-= 10 at Peel Inlet and 10 at Windabout
2. Number of weys_conducted in Juiy 1982 =97. _ ' L. (each 25% of total for (1)).
orded = o 2) GREY TEAL
3. Total number of birds rec 35.232(*). = teported from 39 wetlands (53% of 1),
— number of wetlands with no birds recorded = 6 (8% of N — total = 12,651 (36% of *),

— highest = 4,500 at Forrestdale L. (36% of total for (2))

- ; \ . and 2,500 at Walyormouring L. (20% of total for (2)).




3) AUSTRALASIAN SHOVELER
reported from 15 wemwss om, , _
total= 1121 (3% of *); B
— highest: *ﬂoaﬁmmonsl. (Moftotﬂfmﬁ)),
and 395 at WWL (3&%0!’ tmd»fw (3)); -

4) BLUEB?LLED DUCK cun
t‘ramsvmhnds(a% of'r).
= tomawé(fm)of*} : o
— highest = 156 at Bambun - L.(so%oftotalfm(l)),
and 27:tnyenupL {moftoulfor@as)

5) COOT.
— reported fxom 15 wetlands (21% of 1'),
— ‘total = 1674 (5% of *), .
— highest =586 at Wannamal L. (35% of total for (5)),
and 500 at thatﬁakl ’L (30% of tot:l for (5))

6) BANDED STILT

mm?weﬁnnds(lo%off)
— total ='1481 (4% of *),
- t = 860 at Mears L. (!

ﬁﬁmmfm(ﬁ)),

) at White Watef L. tota} for (6))

TABLE 4

/SPSCLFSRECORDBD EREWG!?’REHEM WESTSINCE'H{E

lumber of months (outofl2)
ch.species-has.

ttle Biack Cormorant
Little Pied Cormorant
Pacific Heron
White-faced H

Yeliow-bﬂIed Spoonbill :
- Blsek Swan N R R
Australian Shelduck ~ |* | |
Pacific Black Duck | : s

R R
w R K

R B

EES
g

Maned Duck

Musk Duck =~ = 1. TEOTCH
Spotksskae S S R

Blue-biled Duck : il l |

RedVPGdPIover“ S R PO R I R |
Black- :

Clamorous Reed Warbler ' | ol

—

»
'R RN

¥
Tt 00 =t ON 00 e s s i D R W R RN D N OO W e B i

B RS

Total number of species recorded breeding = 31

INTERESTING WATW SIGHTINGS

Note: * indicates wetland is ﬁthin 8 WA’WA %nd Nature
Reserve being studied, in the ‘Waterbird: . 'Unless: other-
wise indicated, the place namies refer to lakes or swimps

Species names follow the RAO OTI
Engﬁdxmummw:l ﬂ(msppivM)

" To assist the reader, “shire’ names are gmn in hmkets fol-
lowing the wetland names.

Australasian Grebe

7, 18/7, Walbyring* (Wickepis).
sid,of

h tenng" (Chitudng) '

ed List of

Darter
4,22/, Fom:tdnle' (Armadale-l(elmscott)

Gmttc 4

13,12/1, Wmnamal' (Gingin)

16, 14/8, ‘Toolihin® (Wickepin) 7- nom with fully fledged
young.infanen trees.

Little Black Cormotant
' 229,177, Como Foreshore® (Metro)
Paciﬁc Heson

2,6/6, W );. earliest report.

1, 24/7 & 14/8, Chanti l‘ :
4 27/1, wam ma;dows near Mumuing Lake (Dandmgan).
Cattle-
4, 26/ Joondalup’ In adjacent pastures wlth cattle!
(Wanneroo)
Australisian Bittern '
L 181 7, deabup (Wanneroo): unusual in winter.

| _%




notl- _mleu;a not m&rﬂy thcume
fmﬂhm

L May ‘ June Ry

19/6, Tuis* (Narr ‘
905. J m%ef&"&mmmm

1, 3/7, Alfred Cove® (Metr
1,16/7, Forrestdale® (Aty

potless
8,10/7, Thomsons" {Ci
1, 15/8, Mettlers (A
1, 16/8, ;

2, 14/7, mAnderson‘ (Tambellup)
2,17/8, Lake East of Coymeup
Hooded Plover PR
2, 29/6 &3/7 Meaxs‘ (Brool

105, 10/7, Gore® (Esperas

Banded Stlt S
mewyé Kwormet!p Mag@net)
360, 19/6, Thommomy®

\ |Red-necked st




NorﬂlemShovelerSuhtmg .

Mrs. R. Paynter and snother observer, both from |
district, observed an unusual shoveler i floodsé pastures near
Namming Lake on Setnrdeyrzsrd July, I%ZVAWWM
differed from 'thie male A ﬁ gveler:

these two speciés are mmm o distinguis
in the field mdworﬂycoloumdmalesothnvebeen
previously detected in Austtalia

The Northern Shoveler breeds in cold regions of the northern
hemisphere and migrates considerable distances southward during
the northern winter. It does not pass the eqmtor to any great
extent in South-East Asia. and t sreonly s ful of Austra-
lian records, these being from New South'\ aiu{zm ‘once in
March 19‘!5 (i and ‘South Avstrelis (August 1979
s% %mtzs pl‘?ﬂ) There have been no previous
pu reports of clypeata from Western Aanlh but obser-
vers should indeed keep a watch out for the ¢ males of
this species m llus State

The MWut is at present experiencing a mhior mupﬁon of

reported 80 far do not 3
previous major irruptions (Birds.of W
& Whittell 1976), we hve Bt e
Swamp, 14/8), : 6(? i 4418)md33 !
Lake, 17/8). 08
-reported(smae 0[‘7) include Bam
. Chittering, Yestyenning, Gun g X
Lal:eeandswamps e

The Black-tailed Native-hen mamly breeds in inland northern

parts of the State although a few birds may breed in the South-

West under favourable conditions. The present influx is possibly
related to the good breeding conditions established in the North-
West following | extensive ﬂoodmgln the last wet season..

' ASTUDY OF THE POINT WAYLEN —
ALFRED COVEAREA .

Steve Keeling gives detafls of his study ofthh impor
tant part of the Swan Rm:eltuary

The objectives of the stuﬂy are to. pmﬂde data on brrd species
occurring in the PWA-C area, to ascertain the influence of urbani-
sation on the écology of the nature reeerve, and to t:onaidnr the
~ future of the study area.

The Point Weylen/Alfre& Cove Nmm Reserve:

A A‘ll Al lll!l‘ erct 0 .'s.lli
to the high water 1 Trisi ™) fred
Point Waylen and westwards along Lucky Bay. The area is cur-
rently a class C reserve. A submission by System 6 hsis been made
to extend the reserve to- welloffnehoreandthewhojeamtobo
made an tic reserve. In & ), T understand ‘the W.A.
\\l'ﬂdlrfe Authority has requuted M ¢ ruerve ‘be classified as
class A

The habitat of the area il gite varied aad may be broken into
four distinct argas.- Thess ave-the mud/sand flats of Point Waylen

the open grassland of Troy Park to the waters edge; the mixed :

tree area comprising shrubs, tall eucalypts and a sub-area of
- paperbark and she-oak; the samphire, low sedge and reed area of
Alfred Cove. Each habitat supports distinct bird. species with a

variety of advan Feeding, roosting and nestinig all take place
on the reserve ah m is the variety of ggﬁﬂ“ﬂnt llthousg the

area is small some sixty-nine: species ofbird luve been listed to_

date.

The reserve has a vital function as pﬂt of the Swan River
Estuary. Together with the Pelican Point and Como foreshore
areas, the Waylen ulrfndﬂatl forr.rft & last mportant v

metreofthhanﬁmldone Themg;m:yef»

.and a winter roosting refuge forsedenmy

Waylen ln a global comext |

Cove and the foreshore of

" accessible -

. -tures bckl:

migratory waders. Out of thirteen transects sampled by Wallace
(Macrobenthic Invertebrate Fauna Study — Dept Conservation

and Bavironment, Public Works Dept 1977) it was found that
Coveﬁd;sgzled hisbu

mm'm for a single-

et donaley b sotal
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It is worth noting that Alfred C'ove is known to be the last

important Swan River re: s Greenshank and that studies
overseas of the similar owed that this bird required
some 40000' ' (ﬂren' diet are not identical M are

Wahle od - ng. deihe, using &

The Cove provrdes birds with shelter from w1nd and drstur
bance by Homo sapiens and his trusty dog duringda Lhe

July (not uormally a prolific month for birders) saw forty-srx 57
sing the reserve. B m nature the area is con-

‘The reserve is under a great deal of prguure being s0 close to
intense concentrations of  housin sMaying i carried out to’
control mosquitoes and’ petroleum prody W; seeti tsed on
still water in the area, Trees have been ‘doctored’ ‘and: there: are
unconfirmed reports that trees have been poisoned (this to clear
an uninterrupted view .of the river).:Another problem is that of
dogs. ‘This is- apparently a commx 8in on reserves During
the summer months and particulatdy ;
waiked on the reserve. They are seen  to 2 +f)

Sm , .actively. encouraged by their | byt 1
believe that ‘the great majority of people are simply unaware of
the effect- the dogs are having on the birdlife. Ominously, the
rcse:Ve has been periodically. considered as an ideal area for a

mharina. Also a cycle-way*is planned along the eastern

'side the Cove. Dminage of the pcperbark area mny be under-
taken :hartly

In looking at the future of the reserve one t consider the

. past. The Swan Estuary had areas of shaltows,
o‘?&

drowned
sedge and wetland trees. Most has now been' ﬂﬂeé dredged
or re-claimed. Point Waylen itself ‘was ¥ $wamp area and "has been
filled and levelled to make plt}/ﬂﬁeldx The early settlers of the
Swan found many species of birds which are now either gone
entirely or aeverely diminished. The Mallee Fowl, Longbilled -
Corella, and ponibly even the Norsy Scrub-l?;r[d and We _

Bﬁsﬂevbird,uedl [ ALS anediisd _

DC S 1 LUCKY DAy, 1HOW tNEY ”:T" I v soen i oY:i impers
However, the reserve may well offer a great %gpommity to

develop a unique form of gbeervatory Reserve. The area is fre-

quented by at: least’ sixty-niné species of birds, all within a rela-

’ tlvalg small area. In addition, unique beds of exposed fossilised

and & rire saltwater Mm ‘to-be found in the Cove.
Access and parking are provided and so are rudim path-
ways and observation paosts. Not only is the reserve the last. im-
portant area for waders on the Swan.ithdaoposdblythemost
to the greatest number of people in Western
Australia (this must not detract of course frm the importance
of sites such as Hordsman).

It may well be that Podat ‘Waylen/Alfred Cove would make an
easily observatory, which could encourage gwareness
among the people of Perth much in the manner of similar situa-
tions in the United Kingdom (for example Dungeness) and New-
Zealand (for examgk Taiaroa). Such observatories are staffed on
woskends by volun nducted tours and educational lec-
time to time. Throug

mﬁm of these ¢

this type of



Pronunciation
WWAYLEN / ALFREDC@V,E BIRDUST : In Esperanto, every symbol or letter,of the alphabet has only

one sound and each particular sound can be presented by only

one symbol oreﬁtter When you learn the sounds of the 31
symbols in‘ espersnto you can spell any ‘pronounced word, and
pronounce sty spelt word with the absolute certainty of bemg
_corréct;-even when the: word has néver been heard or seen pre-
viously.- Most of ‘the sotnds and syfnboh are: simﬂnr to Bnglish
andw; ,lm'mmafewminum Co

Vo
Once a mtm base word is learnt the uge ofstandard affixes
can-oable: 20 or more wotds to-be built up with confidence.
These mﬂn«h ap@i “other root words without variations.
& Trwetl m«ot’“the wards mquiriw*boleunt com-

= Little Black Comonnt
_‘ Pied Cornibmlt

smmal _al rules have hemeﬁmmated and what
d ﬂg\uaxwﬁhoatexeeptian

. our intemt to yromote 3 true intemaﬁonal anguage or ease lo "
communicatioﬂ

- Grey-tailed TFattler
- Bar-tailed Godwit .

Any national language is an imposed language and can be
distasteful to many. In the United Nations Organisation about
90% opposed the use of English as the common language.

English is s difficult

for others to learn. Esperanto

‘ TOTAL 65 Speaes is a neutral $ & world wide means of communi-

cation, It is easy to’

In about 100 years of existence Esperanto has shown that it
“isa language. It has built up its own literature, and also
‘of merit from many nations have been translated into

ion, the following have been repomd but in the ab- Btpeuato includlng the Bible*

" Feral Species
. Finch (white)
o Budge

senice of details, are not yet fonmlly reoogﬂned for the putposes Bill Graham ‘
‘ ~of ﬂﬂsm y: ‘ ’
- Rainbow Lorikeet . , Tcrelyg?,; Sand 3 o
Osprey -~ White-tafied Blsc Cochtoo ’ V
Spoonbill sp. - o RHYNCHOKINESIS

of these m or others not listed Whilst ‘employed’ & an asistant on several wader banding

1 wouldbe Mmf“m ©sorties, I was intrigued to notico that several birds flexed their

. : - tips; in par theinwr&mbvmmandbowmgofthe

mgxila. This nbﬂity to bend the bill is descnbed in detail by
A mrton A “M&» ih . :

) on explain ﬂm the relation:hxp between the upper jaw
apparstus and the skull is termed KINESIS. Movement of the
upper jaw is established by a complex system of links and levers.
When the jaw i’ opcnad this system exerts forces which, when
| placed on & p ; where the nasal bars are separately pivoted
| } lf;r:m that part ﬁsﬁldt;n ae;:‘l‘xiange of shape. ghh is
| EYRE BIRD msmvuony ‘ - known & and is evident to varying degrees
T ( according to ﬂa o 'j ‘of wader. The whole system is highly
.‘ Bll'd Stlldy Mw complex and specialised.. &

A combined course could be arranged at B
features of birdlife but condugted in E
advanced students, If interested in
WmA }!mudm Eyre Bird Observatory,

In at least one state — NS.W
Mevido” (= Southern Gull
anto by an R.A.0.U

of O.RE. (=0

Burton goes on to examine the specialisation of the feeding
apparatus (such as recurvature, decurvature and spatulation) and
g techniques (feeding rate, depth of probing). The
iip between bill shape and tongue and their lengths, are
with interesting comments on the function of the

. S. Keeling
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