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BITTERN THREE TIMES IN ONE YEAR!

An unidentified bird flew off, late in the afternoon of April
the 13th as I was taking two bird-watchers from OR-
NITHOLIDAY for a walk down the Murray River (in the
Darling Range); we were not far from our camp-site at the
time. After flushing the bird out a second and then third time
I was able to get a good view and positively identify it as a
Black Bittern (Dupetor flavicollis).

It is interesting to note that a Black Bittern was observed
in the same location approximately twelve months earlier by
some members of the K.R.M. Branch of the W.A. Naturalist
Club.

The bird was found again on the morning of the 14th of
April in the same location, Although the bittern mostly stayed
close to the river while under observation, it ventured once
up into the Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus rudis) and Jarrah (E.
marginata) and into the understorey of Melaleuca and
Bossiaea. We flushed the bird back down to the river where
everyone got a good view for ten minutes as it sat on a large
Flooded Gum which was leaning over the river.

It is generally accepted that the Black Bittern is found on-
ly in the above habitat, alongside larger rivers, but there is
aresident Black Bittern on the Goodale Sanctuary south of .
Pinjarra. This bird sits among Melaleuca raphiophyila trees The tiny Baillon's (Marsh) Crake has only been recorded from November to
which surround a swamp with no flowing water nearby. January in the Waterbird Project and is suspected of migrating to northern

Australia or beyond. This same species crosses the Sahara Désert each year!
Bob Goodale, April 1983 Note its long toes which enable it to walk on floating water-weed. 1




COMING MEETINGS

Meetings are held in Cygnet Hall, on the waterfront at the
corner of Hackett Drive and Mounts Bay Road, Crawley,
commencing at 8.00 p.m. There is ample parking adjacent
to the hall and visitors are always welcome.

Monday, June 27. Members’ Night. Peter Curry will pre
sent a short summary of his work in analysing Dr. Dom
" Servanty’s Bass Strait Mutton-bird data; other speakers will
give short illustrated reports on RAQOU and private bird-study
projects being conducted in the South-West. Members should
also bring items of interest to present: the Chairman will make
a list of those who wish to speak and will call for as many
speakers as time permits.

In response to the tremendous growth in RAOU member-

- ship at present (over 60 new members since Christmas), we

are holding extra meetings whenever guest speakers are
available.

Monday, September 5. Special Meeting No. 1. Graeme
Chapman will speak on ‘‘Photographing Australian Birds’’.
All who saw Graeme’s excellent exhibition will be keen to
learn about the art of stalking birds in order to obtain can-
did photographs of the highest quality.

Monday, September 26. Jim Lane — ‘‘Duck Hunting in
Australia’’. This will be our usual (tremendous) September
meeting. Jim is a research officer at the W.A. Wildlife
Research Centre of the Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife and
his responsibilities are with waterbird management, particular-
ly regulation of the game duck harvest. We will be shown why
W.A. leads the way in the area of duck hunting management
in Australia.

At forthcoming meetings, we will be asking if all people
- attending could consider making a donation, regardless of
whether tea is taken or not. Donations are needed as we are
now being charged for use of the hall and facilities.

Volunteers will also be asked for, from one quarter of the
alphabet, to assist with preparation of tea and biscuits (men
are not exempted!). ‘

COMING EXCURSIONS & CAMPOUTS

In order to attract and retain members, we are embarking
on a programme of monthly local excursions. New members
and visitors are especially welcome: members could bring
friends along to show them one type of activity that the
RAOU can offer.

These excursions will generally be less than a full day’s
length and will be-led by a variety of experienced birdos.
Unless otherwise specified, the meeting place for each outing
will be in Kings Park: take the first left-hand turn at the roun-
dabout just past the restaurant, into the no-through road and
gather at the carpark area. The meeting time will be 8.00 a.m.
from October to April and 9.00 a.m. from May to September,
unless otherwise specified (see below).

EXCURSION/CAMPOUT CONTACTS
Roger Jaensch: 364 6202; Steve Keeling: 291 7592 and Joan
Seabrook: 299 6816.

Saturday, June 11: Wheatbelt trip. Meet at the Centrepoint
carpark, just before the Town Hall in Great Eastern Highway,
Midland, at 8.00 a.m. (note the early time). We plan to con-
duct a similar day-trip to that which was held at this time last
year in the Goomalling and Toodyay districts. A good chance
to meet country birdos and see inland bushbirds. If the
weather looks ominous, ring the Secretary or any other Com-
mittee member to check whether the excursion will go ahead.
Northam people should meet the Perth group opposite the
Northam Post Office, at 9.15 am. Contact Lindsay Milhinch
(096) 22 1671 to find out where we are planning to go in case
5 You live closer to the excursion area than to the Northam P.O.

Saturday, June 25; Local excursion. Meet in King’s Park at
2.00 p.m. (see above), but check local and State newspapers
or ring RAOU Excursion Contacts for more details closer to
the date.

Wednesday June 29 to Monday July 11, 1983: Winter Retreat
on Rottnest Island. The RAOU has booked a spacious eight-
bed chalet (**Cottage G’’) at Rotto for 13 days, with the aim
of offering members an alternative winter birding activity.
We plan to conduct seabird watches and take part in the Na-
tional Winter Wader Count, while studies may also be made
of resident colourbanded populations of the Red-capped
Robin and Golden Whistler and of Australian Shelduck ter-
ritories. For further reading on the birding attractions of
Rottnest Island see Birds of Rottnest Island — A Checklist
by P. de Rebeira and D. Saunders (available at UWA
Bookshop for $1).

Participants are welcome at any stage during the retreat
period (someone will always be there), but bookings must be
made with Roger Jaensch (364 6202) by Friday June 17. We
also require a deposit to cover accommodation costs whereas
food costs can be paid day by day at Rotto. The charges wil
be:

Friday, Saturday nights — $4 per head
Other nights — $1.50 per head
Food charges — $5 per day

Notes:
(1) Accommodation deposit may net be refundable if
replacements cannot be found.
(2) Food costs are often higher at Rotto than in Perth!
(3) Family rates may be negotiated.

We have already received early bookings, so don’t hesitate
to secure your place! With hire of extra beds, the chalet can
sleep 12 quite comfortably. Additional accommodation may
yet be booked by the RAOU if demand so dictates.

Ferry Information: Rottnest Islander

Cost per head (assuming return trip is not on the same day) -
— $15.50 return ex. Fremantle, or $17.50 ex. Perth. Ferry
departs Perth at 0900 (1000 from Freo) and arrives at Rotto
at 1100. Ferry leaves Rottnest at 1600, reaching Fremantle
at 1700 and Barrack Street Jetties at 1800.

These details are subject to alteration by weather condi-
tions and price rises.

No local excursions are planned for July.

Saturdayl, August, 6: Local Excursion.
Meet 1n ngsL Park at 9.00 a.m. (see above). Venue
undecided, but check newspapers or RAOU contacts.

August 20 — 21: Boyagin — Tutanning Weekend.

~ For our first country venture in the new ‘season’ we will
visit Boyagin and Tutanning Nature Reserves, in the Pingelly
District. Both reserves have tremendously varied bush-bird
habitats which are representative of the transition from jar-
rah/wandoo woodland eastwards to mallee-heath and salmon
gum country.

We will meet on the roadside immediately past the intersec-
tion of Bookton Highway and Canning Road, Karragullen
at 8.30 a.m. on Saturday August 20. Qur first objective will
be the Boyagin Nature Reserve (probably Boyagin Rock
specifically), which is about 90 odd km distant by way of the
Brookton Highway. Local birdos should contact the Pingelly
Wildlife Officer (098 87 1273) for details of access to the in-
itial rendezvous point at Boyagin Nature Reserve (10.30am).

After birding at Boyagin, persons keen to stay overnight
(and being self-sufficient for outdoor camping) will proceed
to a nearby farm property. Late-comers wishing to join us
overnight should contact R. Jaensch or the Pingelly Fisheries
and Wildlife Office for details.

Our meeting place on Sunday will be at the Pingelly Post
Office and we will leave here for the Tutanning Nature
Reserve at 9.30 a.m.

Saturday August 27: Helena Valley
Local excursion. Meet at 9.00 a.m. at the Centrepoint Car-
park, Great Eastern Highway, Midland.




September 6 — 11. Campout near Yallingup: Rufous
Bristlebirds (Note the later start due to special RAOU meeting
on September 5).

This school holidays venture should interest those who are
prepared to spend many hours beating, listening or watching
patiently in the Leeuwin-Naturaliste coastal scrubs, for any
sign of the Rufous Bristlebird. Previous organised attempts
to prove that this secretive ground-bird is not extinct, have
not succeeded. However, a number of reports indicate that
theﬁe is still hope of finding the Rufous Bristlebird alive and
well.

Our campsite will be on the Barker property near Yallingup.
Campers will need to be entirely self-sufficient, but emergency
shelter and bush toilets may be available. Local members and
interested persons are particularly welcome.

Directions

Take the Yallingup road from Dunsborough and turn into
Old Caves Road just before the Yallingup settlement. Follow
the bitumen southward for about 7 km to the Barker proper-
ty which is on the right hand side of the road. The entrance
will be clearly marked with an RAOU sign. If you get to
Moses Rock Rd, you have gone too far south.

Saturday September 17: Bickley Brook Reservoir

Meet at tﬁe reservoir BBQ area at 9.00 a.m. for a half-day
stroll in the flowering Darling scarp heath and wandoo. Bring
BBQ lunches.

Saturday September 24: Pelican Point/Alfred Cove

Meet at 2.00 p.m. outside the Pelican Point Reserve,
Crawley. If birds are scarce here, we will proceed to Alfred
Cove.

Thursday September 29 — Wednesday October 5: Fitzgerald

Campout.

TB‘e 1983 October Long Weekend campout will be held at
the Twertup Field Studies Centre, in the Fitzgerald River Na-
tional Park. This is a unique wilderness area which, in the
vicinity of Twertup is clothed in mallee-heath, interrupted by
steep breakaways and yate-lined creeks with deep waterholes.

Our planned activities include searches for the elusive
Ground Parrots and Western Bristlebirds in an area adjoin-
ing the northern boundary of the FRNP. An ‘out-camp’ may
be set up there to facilitate dawn and dusk searches. At the
base camp we plan to mist-net and census the more abun-
dant bush-birds and investigate Western Whipbird territories.

Some RAQU people should be at the campsite by early
afternoon on the 29th, and members and visitors (particularly
from the Ongerup-Ravensthorpe region) are welcome to ar-
rive at any stage. Most participants should provide their own
accommodation (no caravans), although the spongolite-brick
house will accommodate 12 people (book with R. Jaensch)
and has some cooking facilities. There are also two toilets and
two rainwater tanks and a 240V generator may be connected
to the lighting system.

Directions:

From Jerramungup, proceed towards Ravensthorpe on
Highway One for 18 km and then turn right, into Quiss Road
(where the FRNP meets the highway). Follow Quiss Rd (and
the rabbit-proof fence) southward for about 18 km and then
travel eastward for 16 km to Twertup house (passing a
““‘crossroad’’). The track ends at Twertup after some 34 km
(less than one hour) of travelling from the highway.

Access is generally quite reasonable for conventional
vehicles, although the presence of as many 4WD vehicles as
possible would be a great asset to the campout.

Proposed Woodanilling Campout
Ray Garstone and Wayne Zadow have invited the RAOU

to spend a weekend at Woodanilling in late October or early
November. We would camp at the oval and would be shown
local bird nesting activity by Ray and Wayne. We will con-
firm details of this in the September Newsletter.

Excursion and Campout venue register

The RAOU Excursion Contacts/Organisers are establishing
a register of places visited on excursions and campouts and
would like to hear of places that members know of and think

suitable for outings. Information required includes access
details, contacts (eg. owners), parking space, types of bird
habitat, bird lists or highlights and the best times of year to
visit.

MARCH MEETING

More than 100 people attended the R.A.O.U. meeting at
Cygnet Hall on 28th March. This increase in attendance large-
ly resulted from our recent newspaper advertisements seek-
ing new members. Dr. Davies welcomed the newcomers at
the meeting and outlined the current activities of the W.A.
group.

Dr. Ian Rooke gave the address which dealt with his studies
in the South-West of Silvereyes and their impact on vineyards.
Results of banding showed that in the Margaret River area,
birds seldom move more than 20 miles. Food preference trials
on caged birds supported field observations that marri nec-
tar is preferred above all other foods and that grapes are low
in the order of preference.

The use of ‘“Measurol’’ bird repellant on peripheral plan-
tings was effective for young birds but older, more experienc-
ed birds soon learned to attack the main crop. Other control
methods have been suggested, such as provision of alternative
food sources which are higher on the preference order, and
also bear at the same time as grapes (eg. figs, Banksia coc-
cinea, and deadly nightshade Solanum which is one of the
preferred species in the coastal study area where the breeding
birds are being studied). The only 100% effective method is
the use of fine netting rolled out over the trellisses to exclude
the birds.

Dr. Rooke hopes to continue the study by discovering more
about the factors which control nectar production in the
Marri. The lecture concluded with a lively question time.

EXCURSION REPORTS

Wanneroo Excursion — 26 January, 1983.

A group of more than 40 members and newcomers attend-
ed an impromptu excursion to Jocndalup and Jandabup
Lakes on 26/2/83. Most of those present had come in
response to advertisements in the Wanneroo and Stirling
newspapers. The assemblage was guided by Graeme Chap-
man and Jim Lane and a good variety of bush and water-
birds was seen.

This was the first event at which the W.A, Group’s 1983
membership drive was publicised and several new members
were gained on the day.

March 26: Floreat Waters, Herdsman Lake.

A publicity campaign aimed at attracting those members
of the public who are unaware of the activities of the RAOU,
was launched by inviting ‘beginners’ to join experienced bir-
dos in a sortie to Floreat Waters. Forty-seven people attend-
ed the outing and were given a brilliant brief on the
background of Herdsman Lake and Floreat Waters by Peter
Culr(ry, well known for his booklet ‘‘The Birds of Herdsman
Lake’’.

Highlights of the afternoon were Whiskered Terns*, Wood
Sandpipers, a Spotless Crake and a Great Crested Grebe.

April 6th: Bibra & Yangebup Lakes

The venue for this excursion had not been announced in
the March newsletter, so most people met (successfully) in
King’s Park before moving off to Bibra Lake. Some 42 peo-
ple, many of whom were newcomers, enjoyed the excellent
weather and were led by telescope — clutching birdos Peter
Curry, Roger Jaensch, Bruce Buchanan and Steve Keeling.

Observers were treated to close encounters with thousands
of waterbirds and regular birdos soon discovered how well
they could identify and describe the birds to newcomers!
Highlights included rafts of swimming Avocets, formations 3




of Australasian Shovelers and Pink-eared Ducks filter-
feeding, a Yellow-billed Spoonbill, four Black-tailed Godwits
and a total of 15 Whistling Kites.

After a brief discourse on binoculars, telescopes, bird books
and RAOU member concessions, the group proceeded to the
NW side of Yangebup Lake. Here the brave ventured across
boggy mud to look closely at Red-necked Stints with reddish
necks (partial breeding colours) and Spotless Crakes at the
sloppy Typha edges, while those on firmer ground saw a small
male Brown Goshawk stirring up hordes of Tree Martins.

April 9: Floreat Waters, Herdsman Lake.

As a result of the success of the March 26 outing, it was
decided to hold an impromptu outing relying on an announce-
ment at the Cygnet Hall RAOU meeting and a posting in the
West Australian <“What’s On’’ column. Members are advis-
ed to watch out for such announcements in the press as con-
ditions are often perfect for outings but there is insufficient
time to announce these in WA Bird Notes.

A number of members volunteered to lead groups which
meant that there were six groups in all, with up to nine in
a group. This allowed a far better opportunity for the less
experienced members and 32 newcomers alike to ask ques-
tions and get a certain amount of attention, which seems dif-
ficult when the groups are any larger.

Highlights were the Glossy Ibis*, Yellow-billed Spoonbill*,
Marsh Sandpiper, Great Crested Grebe, Greenshank*, Red-
necked Stint* and Curlew Sandpiper*.

(* Denotes a first sighting or unusually large number for the
area).

Perup Forxest Campout: 22-25 April, 1983.

Forty-eight people attended a most enjoyable weekend at
the Forests Department’s Field Station in the Perup River
Fauna Priority Area during the ANZAC long weekend.
RAOU and visitor participants came from both city and coun-
try and were introduced to a variety of techniques of bird
study including mist-netting, foraging observations and
censusing.

Saturday was spent searching generally for bush-birds
within the partially overgrown farmland (on which the field
station stands), and in the adjacent jarrah forest, wandoo
woodland and Melaleuca swamp. The highlight was the
discovery of a Crested Shrike-tit in open jarrah forest. A total
of 46 species was recorded during the day despite the generally
harsh and dry seasonal conditions and little flowering in the
area.

Transect counts were conducted through the farm, jarrah
forest and wandoo on Sunday and Monday mornings. They
showed the most abundant birds to be the Yellow-plumed
Honeyeater and Yellow Robin within the wandoo, and the
Western Thornbill, Spotted Pardalote, Silvereye and Yellow
and Scarlet Robins within the jarrah forest.

Three mornings’ netting at three mist-net sites on the farm
yielded 26 captures of 10 species including two family groups
of Spendid Fairy-wrens, four Spotted Pardalotes and three
recaptures. Scats (droppings used for diet analysis) were col-
lected from the captured birds, while several people carried
out foraging observations on the few birds in the area that
had not been captured (bird activity was generally quiet in
the misty early mornings).

A large fleet set off on Sunday morning for Byenup
Lagoon. All arrived for lunch despite a couple of stops for
Long-billed Corellas on the way. Twenty species of water-
birds were noted including the Great Egret, Darter and Sacred
Ibis and a group of Yellow-billed Spoonbills. The fringing
yate trees at the Lagoon were found to be rich in bird life
with a preponderance of Golden Whistlers and Restless
Flycatchers as well as a Fan-tailed- Cuckoo, a Sacred
Kingfisher and another Crested Shrike-tit. The RAOU excur-
sions seem to be turning up quite a few Shrike-tits, which are
fairly elusive birds.

The journey home was interrupted by a demonstration of
the Roger Jaensch tossed cowdung technique (patent pending)
for locating Spotless Crakes and another of Doug Watkins’

4 impersonations of an Australasian Bittern.

A spotlight survey carried out on Sunday night yielded
several Tawny Frogmouths, a few Grey Kangaroos, Brush
Wallabies, rabbits and two Brushtail Possums. A King River
Eptesicus Bat was captured in a bat trap and to complete the
mammalian input, a Chuditch (native cat) was captured in
a large Elliot trap. The technique of weighing and measuring
the chap without teeth marks being left in the hands was
shown.

So, it was a tired and sober (all the port having been con-
sumed on the previous night) bunch of birdos which wended
its weary way homeward late on Monday morning. The value
of these excursions to all was once again proven as many bird
tales (and a few unrelated tales) were traded and many friend-
ships were made throughout the weekend. We all learned how
much is still to be understood about birds in the South-West.

Grant Wardell-Johnson, Forests Department, Manjimup.

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

The start of the year 1983 saw one new species added to
the Eyre Bird list, thanks to Grant Pearson, who preserved
one of the Little Shearwaters in spirit (November 5, 1982, Lit-
tle Shearwater Puffinus assimilis: a beach-wrecked specimen
from Kanidal Beach).

Some Bird News from our log book for 1983:

January 31 — Ten species of waders recorded during the
beach count: Pied and Sooty Oystercat-
chers, Banded Lapwing, Hooded,
Mongolian and Red-capped Plovers,
Greenshank, Red-necked Stint, Sanderl-
ing and Banded Stilt. A most unusual
variety for January.

Jan./Feb. — Large numbers of Pink Cockatoo
(sometimes over 70), came in to drink at
the observatory’s water points.

February 2 — A Galah/Pink Cockatoo pair with two
hybrid young visited the north drinking
trough. They were seen on a number of °
other days after this date. The Galah of
the pair was-seen to feed one of the
young.

February 11-19— During the weekly transect on 1lth
February, parties of White-fronted
Honeyeaters were observed flying west
along a line which passed north of the
observatory. This movement was still in
progress on the 19th, when they were
observed flying over the track between the
escarpment and the observatory. They did
not stop in our area.

February 13 — Oriental and Mongolian Plovers record-
ed on Kanidal Beach during the National
Wader count.

March 7 — The first Double-banded Plover for the
season.
March 28 — Two Australasian Gannets were diving

off the weedbeds at 9 Mile. Gannets have
been seen a number of times along the
beach during April.

April 28 — Two Rainbow Bee-eaters hawking for in-
sects over the dunes. These are the first
Bee-eaters I have seen near the Obser-
vatory. They usually come no further
than the foot of the escarpment, where
a few pairs nested last year. They are late
away this year, but this is the first time
they have been sighted since February.

Waders. :

The number of waders recorded during the beach counts
of waders this autumn is much lower than numbers recorded
during the last two years. It is however, very like that of




autumn 1980. More Curlew Sandpipers have been recorded
this year. The numbers of Red-capped Plovers have also fallen
off dramatically over the last two beach counts. On 24th
April, only ten were seen, similar to May 1980, which con-
cluded with an average of 7.8 per visit.

Equipment.

The Suzuki motor and generating plant at Eyre are in need
of repair. For this to be achieved we require some $2000 —
can anyone assist us in this matter? We are extremely grateful
to those people who have already made generous donations
towards the upkeep of our important research and educational
centre.

Courses:

July 3-9: W.A.L.T. Outside Club. Birds: Di and Peter Congreve. An introduc-
tion to mist-netting, and elementary field ornithology. To form part of
an outing by this club.

July 10-16: Botany. Dr. Stephen Hopper. Stephen is an officer of the Wildlife
division of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. The second course
of the series on the web of life around the observatory. For those amateurs
who are the backbone of field botany, this will be a wonderful oppor-
tunity to visit this interesting area, contribute to the knowledge of its
botanic realm and be guided by an expert.

August 27-September 3: Bird Banding. Perry de Rebeira and Peter Congreve.
This is the fourth banding course at Eyre. It will be a lasting experience
and a chance to study birds in the hand. The technique of Mist-netting
and handling birds will be the main theme, but the course will be full
of laughter and fun. A visit to band birds at Twilight Cove will be included.

September 4-10: Honeyeaters. Dr. Brian G. Collins. The course will involve
the use of mist-nets and the handling of honeyeaters, and will concern
various aspects of nutrition, energetics and pollination biology of these
birds.

September 11-17: Bird’s Nests and Territories. Stephen Ambrose and Peter
Congreve. A course aimed at increasing the knowledge of the birds
breeding in this area. How and where to look for nests, and the pointers
provided by the behaviour of nesting birds. Nest record cards and the
mapping of Scrub-wren territories. Expeditions to explore the Burnab-
bie area, and the grasslands of the Hampton tableland will be undertaken.
Stephen is studying Scrub-wrens for his Ph.D. thesis and contributed much
to the 60 nests found at Eyre in 1982.

October 30-November 5: Shore Birds. Jim Lane and Peter Congreve. The
beaches at Eyre are a passage stop for migratory waders. Sightings of
interesting and rare waders have been made in the area, including the
Oriental Plover, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Baird’s
Sandpiper and the Northern Phalarope. Time will be spent on the iden-
tification of the shore birds observed, and on cannon-netting as techni-
que for catching them, so that they may be studied in the hand. Book
early for this one!

Eyre Bird Observatory is staffed by a resident Warden and
run by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union. It lies
1160 km east of Perth on the Great Australian Bight. Access
is by road along the Eyre Highway to Cocklebiddy. Public
transport from Adelaide or Perth is available on Greyhound
buses and enquiries may be made through any travel agent,

Each course will be limited to twelve people and will run
from Sunday afternoon to the following Saturday morning
to allow people to use the weekend to get to and from
Cocklebiddy. Bookings will be accepted in order of receipt.
The inclusive cost of each course will be $95.00. University
students should note that some university Guilds or students
unions will subsidise students attending thse courses.

The above programmes may be subject to amendment and
applications for each course should be directed as soon as
possible to:

The Warden, Eyre Bird Observatory,
Cocklebiddy, Via Norseman, Western Australia 6443,

W.A. ANNUAL BIRD REPORT, 1982 and 1983

Work is now well underway for the 1982 report and I hope
that it will be produced in the middle of this year. The Com-
mittee decided that we would mail it to all members of the
W.A. branch of the R.A.O.U. with a bill UNLESS we hear
to the contrary that you do not wish us to send it to you. The
cost should be in the order of $3-4. We plan to cover our costs
on this but decided against mailing it to everybody to keep
the costs down. Could you please notify us if you do not wish
to pay for and receive the report. As the W.A. branch has
no regular income, payment for it is essential.

I would still like to receive records for the 1983 report. I
am still getting queries about what records I require. The aim
of the report is to provide an ongoing data bank to which
anybody who requires information has access. I can forsee
various uses being made of the information. These include:

1) Early recognition of changes in distribution and
abundance.

2) The production of bird lists for specific areas (e.g.
reserves or places of interest for Shires and even a for-
mal bird list of W.A. eventually).

3) Evidence that people do go out and watch and study birds
and use areas that are set aside for reserves.

4) Readily available data for people to use in environmen-
tal impact statements and submissions to bodies concern-
ed with conservation. Frequently this sort of information
is required at short notice, so published information is
very helpful. If these observations over a.long period of
time are easily available, submissions can be better
prepared.

5) Visitors and people starting up bird watching would have
easy access to information as to where to go to see par-
ticular birds and what might be expected so they can judge
the value and the quality of their own records.

With these points in mind it is easy to see what records are
required. The Report should really include everything but
neither you nor I could cope with that amount of informa-
tion. The following ideas may help you decide what to send
in. It would be good to be able to have all 300-400 members’
names in the list of contributors. Surely you have seen one
bird during the year that you consider interesting! Guidelines
for submission of records to W.A. Bird Report are as follows:

1) New bird for Australia, the state or area. (This might well
rank as a M-F tick or a megatick — See Bill Oddie’s Lit-
tle Black Bird Book for explanation!)

2) Records that you believe would extend the range of a
species.

3) Birds that you have not seen in an area before.

4) Unusual numbers, unusual behaviour.

5) Lists of birds you have seen on outings, at a barbeque,
or such like; preferably with some idea of numbers, even
if it is only ‘‘common’’ or ‘‘infrequent’’.

6) Lists of birds you see on a regular trip on dog walks or
in your garden possibly in the form of max-
imum/minimum numbers of say Silvereyes or Singing
Honeyeaters that you see on that 5km jog you do every
Sunday morning.

7) Holiday lists for more remote areas. If you are travell-
ing about, send in a list for each area. Even if you only
go on a family holiday to Albany, Geraldton, Kalbarri
etc., these records could be useful.

) Geoff Shannon,
a .15 Lagonda Dirive,
Gwelup, W.A. 6021.



WADER STUDY GROUP REPORT

1. Summary of Perth Sub-g%up Activities.

The mainstay of the Wader Study Group, migratory
waders, began to leave for their northern hemisphere breeding
grounds in March and by the end of April, lack of birds and
inclement weather brought most of our field activities to a
close. This has given us time to repair equipment and think
about buying some more and has allowed us to begin examin-
ing our data, some of which is proving quite interesting. This
report briefly summarizes the work carried out this season;
a more detailed account will hopefully by produced for The
Stilt, the bulletin of the Australasian Wader Study Group.

Between 9/10/82 and 17/4/83, the group went netting 25
times, five of these occasions involving the use of cannon nets.
Four of the 25 attempts yielded no birds and the best single
catch was 129 waders, at Pelican Point, with mist nets. The
accompanying table presents a summary of the numbers of
birds handled, including non-wader species which we have
done some work on. If things don’t seem to add up right on
this table, please note that ‘‘within season’’ recaptures are
not added to the “‘total individuals handled’’ column, as birds
recaptured within the season have already been handled earlier
in that season. Also note that while any casualty is regret-
table, the casualty rate this season has been very low (under
1%) and is a tribute to the skill of our extractors.

As in previous seasons, Red-necked Stints and Curlew
Sandpipers were the most-caught species. While it is always
pleasing to catch a few of the less common species, catches
made of the abundant species are the most valuable in pro-
viding and leading to information. We now have data on the
age composition of the populations of these species in the
Perth area. The three age categories which we can recognise
(under one year, between one and two years, and over two
years — which are adults) were in roughly equal proportions
in our stint sample, but very unequal for the Curlew Sand-
piper. By far the majority of the Curlew Sand’s were juveniles.
This suggests that the behaviour of these species differs and
work in future seasons may give us a clearer indication of
these differences. Possibly, Curlew Sandpipers do not form
mixed-age flocks, or it may be that adult birds do not return
to wintering areas which they went to as juveniles. On the
other hand, this could have been an exceptional season for
the species, due to an unusually successful breeding season
last year.

Curlew Sandpipers have also been notable this season
because of their primary feather moult. According to accepted
wader wisdom, juvenile waders do not or very rarely moult
when in Australia. While the stints obeyed this wisdom,
almost all of the juvenile Curlew Sand’s ignored it and
moulted at least their outer primaries and, in some cases, all
of them. Again, we don’t know if that is what we should ex-
pect from the species or if it is unusual,

‘‘Within-season’’ recaptures have provided us with a clearer
idea of local wader movements, birds moving frequently bet-
ween sites such as Lake Forrestdale, the Estuary and Rott-
nest Island. ‘‘Between-season’’ recaptures are possibly even
more interesting, as they reveal birds that have returned to
the same site after going all the way to northern Asia to breed.
However, honours should go to a non-migratory wader, a
Red-capped Plover, which was first banded at Pelican Point
on 10/11/79, and was caught twice there this season.

Several of the ‘‘between-season’’ recaptures have not been
traced as yet, so they may be of birds originally banded by
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife before the Wader
Study Group started up in 1979, or they could be of birds
banded elsewhere in Australia. The latter possibility would
be very exciting, as there are very few recorded movements
between the south-west and the rest of Australia, although
obviously such movements must occur. The most recent
record is for a Red-necked Stint banded at Pelican Point on
24/10/81 and caught at Ralph’s Bay, in Tasmania, on 2/1/83.

While the return of the migratory waders is keenly awaited
so that we can try to find answers to all the questions

6 generated by this season’s work, activities will start even

before they arrive. The winter national wader count takes
place in July and people who have been involved in that in
the past will be notified. Anyone who would like to become
involved should contact one of us. Starting from that July
count, it is intended to begin a year of national monthly
counts at important sites, a very ambitious and potentially
valuable project which will require many counters. If you
aren’t sure of your waders but would like to give it a go,
remember that there is no better way to learn them than to
go out and try to count and identify them! Mike Bamford
will be out of Perth for most of July, so any enquiries regard-
ing these counts should go to Doug Watkins.

Mike Bamford, 5 Elizabeth St, South Perth, 6151.
367 3032 (a/h)

Doug Watkins, 3 Jane St, Applecross, 6153.

364 6514

Summary of catches by the W.A. branch of the Wader Study
Group; 1982-1983 season.

species No. of recaptures casualties  total
birds between  within individuals
seasons  season handled

a. Waders
Red-necked Stint 457 16 12 4 477
Curlew Sandpiper 290 2 12 1 293
Red-capped Plover 52 5 1 1 58
Red Knot 54 — 1 2 56
Great Knot 17 — — — 17
Ruddy Turnstone 10 —_ — 1 11
Black-winged Stilt 8 2 — — 10
Grey Plover 5 — — — 5
Sharp-tailed

Sandpiper 3 — — — 3
Red-necked Avocet 3 — — — 3
Banded Stilt 2 — — — 2
Red-kneed Dotterel 2 — — — 2
Common Sandpiper 1 — — — 1
Sanderling 1 — —_ — 1
Terek Sandpiper 1 — — — 1
Greenshank 1 — —_ — 1
b. Other waterbirds banded
Spotless Crake 7 — — — 7
Baillon’s Crake 2 — — — 2
Australian Crake 2 — —_ — 2
Buff-banded Rail 1 — — — 1
Crested Tern 9 —_ — — 9
Fairy Tern 1 — - — 1
Totals:

waders 907 25 26 9 941

non-waders 22 — - — 22

all-birds . 929 25 26 9 963

2. North-West Wader Study Expedition No. 6.

Just a reminder to keep the dates October 22 to November
12 in mind if you are interested in participating in the next
expedition. You can attend at any stage during this period,
although participation for more than five days and prior
notice of your intended movements would be most helpful.

Contacts: Mike Bamford and Doug Watkins.

SOUTH-WEST WATERBIRD PROJECT

Report by RAOU Field Officer, Roger Jaensch.

Results

Most data received to the end of March 1983 has been
entered in the computer and printouts have been obtained.
These display and summarise the information that has been
gathered over the 22 month period July 1981 to March 1983.
My thanks are extended to all those who have committed
many hours to searching for and counting waterbirds in
wetland nature reserves — particularly where birds have been
difficult to come by. Copies of computer printout are cur-
rently being prepared for posting to participants, but I have
extracted some points of interest for your perusal here.




A. Wetlands (Reserve Parts).

(1) Number of wetlands surveyed so far.

(a) overall: 127 _

(b) within each region: Kalbarri (1); Dongara (3); Jurien-
Gingin (17); Harvey (12); Wongan-Tammin (8); Narrogin
(43); Denmark-Cranbrook (13); Southern Cross (1);
Newdegate (8); Bremer-Manypeaks (8); Esperance-
Munglinup (13); Condingup-Israelite (1).

These figures reflect the number of wetland nature
reserves within each region. However, quite a few wetlands
still require coverage in the Wongan-Tammin, Narrogin,
Denmark-Cranbrook and Newdegate regions (see below).

Some 366 wetlands are to be inspected in this study but
many of these (probably more than one third) are small
salt lakes or rarely-inundated salt-flats. We will endeavour
to cover wetlands of this type in a concerted effort at a
favourable time.

(2) Most wetlands surveyed in any month = 74, in July (1982)
of Year 1: the 13th survey month.

(3) Wetlands at which the most surveys have been conducted.
Thomsons L. (64); Pt. Waylen (44); Forrestdale L. (29);
Bambun L. (25); Wannamal L. (23); Vasse Estuary (23).
Many of the surveys at Thomsons Lake were incomplete
— simply recordings of birds noticed during crake trapping
exercises. All bar Wannamal have more than one observer
counting waterbirds regularly.

(4) The most (statistically) important wetlands.

Overall — in the whole study area.

— with the most species recorded: Forrestdale Lake — 57 out
of a possible 115 species (50%).

— with the most breeding species recorded: Toolibin Lake
— 17 out of 56 waterbird species known to breed in the South-
West (30%).

— with the largest number of individual birds counted, in any
month: Peel Inlet East' and South — 41,157 in November of
Year 2 (Nov. 1982).

This result is most interesting, because these are three com-
pletely different types of wetland and each is presently
threatened by one or more serious environmental distur-
bances. Forrestdale L. is a shallow, reed-fringed, open coastal
lake and is subject to groundwater extraction and insecticide
sprays. Toolibin L. is a timbered inland lake which is ‘‘dying”’
from rising salinity of inflow — it is one of the last major
wheatbelt Jakes not yet ruined by salt. Peel Inlet is a large,
shallow estuary disturbed by increasing urbanisation and algae
growth.

Other wetlands with a high number of species recorded are
Thomsons L. (54), Peel Inlet (53), Pt. Waylen (53) and Vasse
Estuary (43). Important breeding wetlands also include Chan-
dala Swamp (11 species), Wannamal L. (10), Thomsons L.
(10) and Forrestdale L. (9). Wetlands not yet mentioned which
figure prominently in the category of ‘‘most birds counted’’
are Warden L. (16,919 birds) and Tordit-Garrup L. (12,036).
Using a five point scoring system, Thomsons L. and Chan-
dala Swamp join the three top wetlands in the group of the
five most ‘‘important’’ wetlands overall.

Wetlands can be considered important for waterbirds in
other ways as well. For instance, Tordit-Garrup L. is a ma-
jor moulting area for Australian Shelducks, but does not ap-
pear to support a great number or variety of other species.
If your wetland is not in the ‘‘super’’ class, you could never-
theless make some important discoveries during your surveys
there. For example, you might find nesting pairs of Hoary-
headed Grebes or Black-fronted Plovers — both have sur-
prisingly few breeding records in the Project to date. The
following notes may give you ideas of other birds to keep a
watch on or search for.

B. Species.
(1) Number of species recorded overall = 96 (83% of the

possible 115). Many of the remaining species have only been
recorded as vagrants to the South-West.

(2) Number of breeding species overall = 42 (75% of the
possible 56). This is an encouraging result, although many
species have only been noted breeding on one occasion.

(3) Notable species not yet recorded at all: Black Bittern,
Lewin’s Rail, Painted Snipe.

Black Bitterns have been found in wetlands not in our study
(see p.1) and with a concerted effort, should be found in
several of our reserves (riversides or paperbark swamps). The
other two species have not been recorded for many years and
some suggest that they are locally extinct!

(4) Species recorded from only one wetland: Little Bittern,
Royal Spoonbill, White-winged Tern.

Little Bitterns are quite widespread here in coastal swamps
(spring and summer only?) — listen for their ‘‘wood-sawing’’
calls (see W. A. Bird Notes No 23, p. 5). Look out for Royal
Spoonbills amongst Yellow-billed but be careful with strong
light as this gives the Yellow-billed a darker-looking bill —
legs must also be black, for a Royal.

(5) Species not yet recorded breeding: Australasian Bittern,
Chestnut Teal, Buff-banded Rail, Hooded Plover, Red-
necked Avocet, Whiskered Tern.

Nesting Chestnut Teal could be found in quite a few Great
Southern wetlands (tree hollows) while Buff-banded Rails
sometimes parade their youngsters around boldly in late
spring. Hooded Plovers and Red-necked Avocets are ground-
nesting birds which could breed on any number of salty
wetlands (eg. in Newdegate region).

(6) Most important species (statistically).
(a) most widespread (no. of (b) breeding localities (no. of
wetlands recorded from): wetlands breeding in):

Grey Teal 93) Black Swan (35)
A. Shelduck (92) A. Shelduck 31
Pacific Black Duck (78) Coot 27
Black Swan (78) Grey Teal (25)
Coot (64) Pacific Black Duck (16)
A. Shoveler (54) Red-capped Plover (15)
Musk Duck (49) Pink-eared Duck (10)
Black-winged Stilt (48) Purple Swamphen (8)
Pink-eared Duck (45) Black-tailed Native-hen (7)
Hardhead 42) Hardhead 6)

(¢) largest monthly ag-
gregates for the whole study
area:

(d) species rankings — (com-
bining points scored for
rankings on each of lists a,

Grey Teal 24,182 b & c: 10 points for 1st, 1
Banded Stilt . 20,526 point for 10th, etc.).

A. Shelduck 17,246 1. Grey Teal

Coot 9,462 2. A. Shelduck
Red-necked Stint 9,407 3. Black Swan

Black Swan 7,326 4. Pacific Black Duck
Pacific Black Duck 7,040 5. Coot

Black-winged Stilt 6,893

Pink-eared Duck 6,254

Silver Gull 4,049

Notice that ducks figure prominently in all three lists —
especially in the ‘“‘most widespread’’ list. Waders make a
strong showing in the aggregate list. Both these results are
quite expectable. Obviously, most of the species in the
breeding list have conspicuous nesting activity — either large
nests, or distraction displays.

The monthly aggregates are a first approximation to the
population sizes for these species in the South-West. Because
many wetlands are not in our study, these figures have less
significance but do at least show relative abundances.

(7) Further comments on species.

Hoary-headed Grebe — only breeding in 2 wetlands out of
47 (4%) at which recorded.

Cormorants — peak numbers occur in winter months. 7



Pacific Heron — seen at 22 wetlands but only at more than
two from Sept.-Jan. (migratory?).

Australasian Bittern — found in 6 of our regions!

Sacred Ibis — at 21 wetlands, one breeding record: appears
to be spreading (from the Perth Zoo?).

Pink-eared Duck — breeding in every month except June.

Shelduck and Maned Duck figures would be boosted if farm
dams were included!

Marsh Harrier — at 33 wetlands but only 2 together at most.

Black-tailed Native-hen — ‘‘invaded’’ the South-West bet-
ween July 1982 and January 1983.

Dusky Moorhen — only in 6 wetlands.

Red-capped Plover — breeding in every month except
December.

Black-fronted Plover — largest count = 32 in February at
L. Gore. :

Black-winged Stilt — only 5 breeding records: look for this
bird’s vigorous distraction displays.

Wood Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper, Long-toed Stint and
Black-tailed Godwit — peak months are March and April
and ‘‘flock’ sizes are in the 20-30 range.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sand-
piper — peak month is January.

Greenshank — most widespread migratory wader (29
;v_egands) and has a peak over-wintering population of 50

irds.

Silver Gull — at 38 wetlands, including 21 inland.

Gull-billed Tern — only in 2 districts, NE wheatbelt and
Esperance (see also ‘‘Interesting Waterbird Sightings’’).

Clamorous Reed Warbler and Little Grassbird have both been
recorded equally well but the Warbler peaks numbers in
December and Grassbird in July.

(8) Duck breeding.
Figure 1 illustrates the proportion of wetlands in which each
species of waterfowl has been recorded breeding. There seems
to be a pattern of commoner or more widespread species get-
ting more breeding records than the less widespread species.
This is complicated by the ease with which different nests or
offspring are located (eg. Swan nests and young are more con-
spicuous than Shoveler nests and young).

Some species may prefer certain types of wetland to breed
in, despite a wide occurrence. This may possibly account for
the poor recording of Chestnut Teal breeding.

FIG. 1 WATERFOWL BREEDING (by wetiand)
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Information.

(1) New unidentified species numbers.

Participants will be aware of the name abbreviations and
RAOU Atlas Numbers for unidentified species, as given in
the list at the back of each field record booklet. It has become
necessary to introduce three new numbers for three other
groups of waterbirds. These groups, like the other uniden-

8 tified groups, are often glimpsed too briefly to identify, are

too far distant to identify or present identification difficulties
even at close range.
The new abbreviations, full ‘‘names’’ and Atlas numbers

are:
ucra unidentified crake or small rail 822
uslt unidentified stilt/avocet type 823
uitn  unidentified tern 824

(2) Instructions and Survey periods.

Observers should be careful with black and white cor-
morants on inland waters. The larger Pied Cormorant is rarely
found far from the ocean, except in estuaries and on the big-
ger inland lakes. On the other hand, the Little Pied Cormorant
is widespread and more likely to be seen inland.

To pick between these two, look for the horn-coloured bill
and heavy, gleaming white neck of the Pied; or the yellow
or grey bill and lighter, less prominent neck of the Little Pied.
The Pied seems more ‘‘front-heavy’’ than the more evenly-
proportioned Little Pied. The illustrations and text in Pizzey’s
Field Guide are quite good on this matter.

If you record a species but are unable to make a count
(always strive for counts), record ‘“1P”’ rather than taking
a wild guess or leaving the species off the list.

The next waterbird survey periods are:
9-17 July, 1983 5-13 Nov., 1983
10-18 Sept., 1983 31 Dec., 1983-7 Jan., 1984
Surveys outside these dates are quite acceptable — these
are just preferred dates which connect our bird data with
Fisheries and Wildlife water quality data.

(3) Coverage of wetlands

Some of the larger and more complex wetland nature
reserves in our study can only be adequately covered by more
than one observer (the extra observer(s) either working with
or separate from the existing observer(s) ). In order to attract
interest in these wetlands, the following list indicates what
we know about these places thus far.

PW No. Wetland Name Waterbird data received to date:
of Reserve (& Shire) No.of  No.of Max. no.
species  breeding of birds,
species -any month
186 CAPAMAURA (Coorow) 4 1 704
152 PINJARREGA (Coorow) 13 1 10,265
8 GINGIN 31241 (Gingin) 13 0 43
4 JANDABUP (Waneroo) 35 3 4438
16 HARVEY R. (Murray) 8 0 104
58 YENYENNING (Beverley) 13 2 1310
40 NONALLING (Corrigin) 11 4 3204
71 PARKEYERRING (Wagin) 15 0 2407
72 GUNDARING (Wagin) 6 0 440
62 DUMBLEYUNG (Dumbleyung) 18 0 161
9 COYRECUP (Katanning) 14 0 1747
176 TORDIT-GARRUP (Manjimup) 5 0 12,036
93 GARDNER (Albany) - - -
208 GORE (Esperance) 19 1 11,340
204 WARDEN (Esperance) 27 2 16,919

I would like to thank those observers who have contributed
a tremendous effort at the above wetlands and I hope that
some extra man-power will soon be forthcoming to assist you.

If you are interested in helping in any way, or would first
like to find out more about these places, contact me before
the July survey period (ie. by about 1st July).

(4) “*Visitations’’/Training.

The list below indicates the regions that I hope to be visiting
during waterbird survey periods over the next 12 months. If
you would like me to drop in on you and/or organise some
waterbird training (finding, counting or identifying water-
birds), let me know well in advance so that I can incorporate
your request in my trip plan.

July 1983 — WONGAN-TAMMIN (eg. Northam,
: Tammin)
September — NARROGIN (eg. Brookton,
. Dumbleyung)
November — JURIEN-GINGIN & DONGARA (eg.

Cataby, Coorow)




January 1984 — HARVEY (eg. Mandurah, Busselton)

March — DENMARK-CRANBROOK (eg.
Manjimup, Albany)
May — ESPERANCE-MUNGLINUP.

Please feel free to write to me about visiting you at other
times as well,

Note: September & November objectives could yet be swap-
ped, depending on local conditions closer to the survey
periods. I will also be in NEWDEGATE and BREMER-
MANYPEAKS regions in early October 1983.

INTERESTING WATERBIRD SIGHTINGS

No. 7: Autumn 1983

Note: * indicates wetland is not within a WAWA Wetland
Nature Reserve being studied in the Waterbird Pro-
ject. Unless otherwise indicated, the place names
refer to lakes or swamps. To assist the reader, shire
names are given in brackets following the wetland
names.

(a) Interesting localities (new or unusual):

Darter — 3, 11/3, Shark
(Esperance): uncommon in
this district.

1, 19/4, Alcoa Baldivis
Claypits- (Rockingham).
1, from 16/2 on,
Jandabup (Waneroo).

1, 15/4, Cooloongup*
(Rockingham).

1, April, Gwelup*
(Metro).

1, 18/2, small Typha
swamp, SW of Bidaminna
L.* (Gingin).

2, 3/1, Grasmere
(Albany).

1, 4/2, Cobertup
(Cranbrook).

2, 16/2, Jandabup
(Wanneroo).

1, 1/5, Bambun (Gingin):
water-level low.

2, 13/3, Towerrinning
(West Arthur)

2, 15/4, Alcoa Baldivis
Claypits* (Rockingham).
15, 16/2, Broadwater
(Busselton).

9, 29/3, Grasmere
(Albany).

1, 1574, A. B. Claypits*
(Rockingham).

1, 16/3, Vasse Estuary
(Busselton).

3, 10/4, Anderson
(Tambellup).

1, 29/3, Grasmere
(Albany).

2, 29/3, Grasmere: usually
on beach or estuary.

2, (7) March, Claremont*
(Metro).

1, 10/4, Gwelup* (Metro).
2, 8/3, Cairlocup (Kent).
2, 23/3, Altham (Kent).
141, 13/3, Towerrinning
(W. Arthur).

Great Cormorant —

Little Egret —

Little Bittern —_

Australasian Bittern —

Glossy Ibis —

Sacred Ibis —_

Yellow-billed Spoonbill —

Chestnut Teal —

Black-tailed Native-hen —

Pied Oystercatcher —

Red-kneed Dotterel —
Hooded Plover —

Banded Stilt —

(b)

(©

Eastern Curfew —

Black-tailed Godwit —

Long-toed Stint —

1, 12/3, Bambum
(Gingin): an outstanding
unusual record! These
birds are rarely seen away
from coast and estuary,
even on migration.

12, 25/2, Emu Point*
(Albany).

S, 3/4, Yangebup*
(Cockburn).

1, 31/1, Alfred Cove
(Metro): not often seen
away from fresh water.

Uncommon or rare species:

Pectoral Sandpiper —

Ruff/Reeve —
White-winged (Black)
Tern —

Gull-billed Tern —_

Arctic Tern _

Interesting high totals:
Little Egret —

Great Egret —_

Black Swan —

Pacific Black Duck —

Blue-billed Duck —

Spotless Cake —

Black-fronted Plover —

Greenshank —

2, 12/2, Peel Inlet
(Murray),

2, 25/2, Thomsons
(Cockburn).

S, 3/4, Yangebup*
(Cockburn).

1, 3-16/4, Yangebup*.

3, March, Alfred Cove
(Metro): a number of
other reports in the metro
area suggest higher than
usual incidence of this
species during the 82-83
season.

1, Easter, Herron Pt.
(Murray)

1, 12/4, Mandurah*. This
species is remarkably rare
in the South-West.

1, 5/4, Mandurah
Seawall*: a tern in near-
complete breeding
plumage, almost certainly
this species.

12, 5/4, near Creary
Island* (Murray):
probably a record flock
for the SW.

14, 26/2, Saidie*
(Albany).

2000, 1/4, Mongers*
(Metro): tremendous
waterbird concentrations
here in late autumn.

26, 29/3, North Sister
(Albany): flocks of ducks
are rarely seen on these
reed-choked lakes.

302, 17/4, Bambun
(Gingin): peak total for
the Bambun surveys so
far.

10+, 16/4, Yangebup*
(Cockburn): crakes would
have to leave here soon
(nearly dry in the
reedbeds).

13, 28/3, Yurine (Gingin).
12, 4/4, Joondalup
(Wanneroo).

15, 24/4, Chandala
(Gingin).

Not well known for
forming ‘‘concentrations’’.
150, 26/2, Saidie*
(Albany).

19, 14/3, Coramup Ck
(Esperance). 9



Roseate Tern

— 20+, 12/4, Mandurah
Seawall*: birds copulating
and behaving territorially;
nearest confirmed breeding
sites are north of Perth.

(d) Breeding observations (* young included in totals):

Hooded Plover — 5!, 5/1, Perkins Beach*, Torbay.

(e) Interesting dates:

Pacific Heron — 1, 14/3, Murchison R at Galena.

— 2, 19/3, Towerrinning (W. Arthur):
rarely seen in the S.W. in autumn.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

The editors are keen to expand this section, both in volume

and in areas covered. As you will see, we have introduced
reports from the north of the state, for the interest of nor-
thern members and intending travellers. One of our overall
aims is to present reports of current interest, in case further
information can be gathered at the time of release of each
issue.

Ideally, you could send your observations for the Annual

Bird Report to us (Chapman & Jaensch) and we will pass them
on to Geoff Shannon.

(A) South-West & Eucla

Ospreys on the Swan At the end of March, John Malone
spotted a pair of Ospreys just behind the East Perth
Power Station where Claise Brook enters the river. He
had no trouble in getting to within 50 metres of them and
watched them diving at fish just off the shore. Mr. E.
Wittwer, the superintendent of Kings Park says they are
occasionally seen in dead trees along the scarp above the
old brewery and on one occasion recently he saw three
birds perched on the ‘‘masts’’ of the illuminated sailing
ship at the brewery.

Little Black Cormorants have been seen in large numbers
on the Swan River during April. One large raft was seen
near Alfred Cove and on April 23 a long, skeining flock
was seen flying south over the Canning Bridge, estimated
at more than 1000 birds.

Bristlebirds at Yalgorup National Park? On two occa-
sions during March at the same place in the White Hill
area of Yalgorup National Park (just south of Man-
durah), birds which were identified as bristlebirds were
seen by John Chilvers. He saw them at about 9 a.m. on
both mornings amongst the shrubs growing on the base
of the main dune, just behind the beach. The area is
directly west of the small car park at White Hill and about
ll) 00 1;11etres north of where the present track leads to the
each.

Subsequent observations in early April by a group arm-
ed with tape-recordings failed to sight the birds, but this
lack of response is not unusual at this time of year.
Although it seems unlikely that bristlebirds could have
existed undiscovered in this area so close to Perth, the
habitat is certainly quite suitable for Rufous Bristlebirds,
although it has been subject to much burning in the past.
The area is certainly worth watching. An exact map can
be supplied to anybody who may be interested.

Looking for Nullabor Quail-thrush? Probably the most
easily accessible area is at the W.A. - S.A. border on the
Eyre Highway where they have been seen only 3 km north
of the main road.

Square-tailed Kites — are they migrants? An analysis by
Stephen Debus of Square-tailed Kite records in eastern
Australia presented in the latest issue of Australian Birds
suggests that this species may be a migrant in eastern
Australia, moving north in winter. This poses the obvious
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question about its status in the west. They are known to
be absent from three localities — &ooseberry Hill,
Kelmscott and Two People Bay, during the winter
months, all places where they occur regularly in spring
and summer. Where they go, nobody knows. The move-
ment may simply be a local one — they are a very in-
conspicuous bird when inhabiting wooded country — or
what seems the most likely, they may go north like their
eastern counterparts. Any information you can supply
will be welcomed by the editors.

King Penguin. A live King Penguin Aptenodytes
patagonica was found by Derek Tyso at Nannerup Beach,
near Albany, on March 4th, 1983. The penguin had an
injured flipper which was attended to by Wildlife Officers
and an Albany vet and the bird is now recovering in the
South Perth Zoo.

King Penguins are second only to Emperor Penguins
in size and their nearest breeding grounds are at Mac-
quarie Island, 1400km to the SE of Tasmania. There have
been at least three reports of King Penguins from south
- eastern Australia by mostly of dead birds. A splendid
male bird was found alive at Busselton in 1979 (ref. Ber-
nie Masters) and it now lives in the Singapore Zoo. It
was known as ‘“‘Queenie’’ for some time, until it started
roaring!

The Nannerup King Penguin therefore represents the
second W.A. record of a King Penguin and probably the
second live occurrence on the mainland. Young King
Penguins apparently disperse from breeding grounds in
their second year (Handbook of Australian Sea - Birds,
Serventy et al., 1971).

Black (Fork - tailed Kite). Mrs. M. Bremner has reported
seeing a pair of Black Kites at Glen Mervyn Dam (S of
Collie), on March 3, 1983. The kites had bowed wings,
prominently forked tails and all - dark wings, but for a
thin white line on the underside of each wing.

Black Kites are not often seen S of the 26th parallel
— rarely in the South-West, although they are frequent-
ly seen close to Adelaide and other centres in the SE of
Australia.

Spotted Harrier. An adult bird was seen near Walyungup
and Cooloongup Lakes over Easter (Hobcroft; Jaensch).
An adult Spotted Harrier was seen in the same area in
May 1981; this species is rarely encountered on the
southern coastal plain.

Regent Parrot. Six in tuart S of Kwinana on 5/4/83 and
four in tuart along Kerosene Lane, Baldivis on 15/4/83
(Jaensch, Hobcroft). We are interested in hearing about
all coastal plain records of the Regent Parrot. Has it
always been present in your neighbourhood?

White-backed Swallow. Issues 19 and 20 of W.A. Bird
Notes included articles on the apparent southward spread
of this ‘‘dry-country’’ species. The latest extension
reported to the editors concerned a single bird spotted
by Peter ‘‘Peregrine-eye’’ Curry, from Steve Keeling’s
speeding car, at Lake Cooloongup on 10/4/83.

White-fronted Chats. Reports have been received of 27
at Monger’s Lake on 1/4 and 12 at The Causeway on
4/4 (G. Shannon); also a number were seen at Floreat
Waters and the Mandurah Seawall on 9/4 (S. Keeling).
Are White-fronted Chats unusually common this year?
Are they really waterbirds?

Mukinbudin, 4-6 May. Return migration of Little Crows
in flocks of 100-200 was obvious only two days after the
first winter rain, N.E. of Mukinbudin. Some birds seemed
to take-off high into the sky at dusk which suggests possi-
ble nocturnal movement. Northward migration of Cor-
vus bennetti in W.A. is rarely documented.
Approximately 20 Black-shouldered Kites were seen on
the journey from Mukinbudin to Perth on 6 May. None
were recorded on the outward trip from Perth on 2 May.




(B) Arid Zone

On a trip to the Shark Bay area from 22-27 April, Dion Hob-
croft and Richard King recorded 56 species between Hamelin
Pool and Denham. Highlights at Denham were Thick-billed
(Western) Grasswrens near Blue Lagoon, both Silvereye and
Yellow White-eye in the mangroves and the Mangrove
(Striated) Heron. At Hamelin Pool they saw the Spotless
Crake, Red-necked Avocet, Swamp Harrier, Chiming
Wedgebill and Reed Warbler.

(C) Pilbara & Kimberley

Your Waterbird Project Field Officer made a 10 day visit to
the Ord River wetlands at Kununurra and Wyndham in mid-
March. The late onset of the ‘‘wet’’ kept temperatures down
and did not prevent him from learning a great deal about Pied
Herons, Black Bitterns, Radjah Shelducks (Burdekins), Green
Pygmy-Geese, White-browed Crakes and Comb-crested
Jacanas (Lotusbirds).

Waterbirds (including waders) were scarce around the
Kununurra Irrigation Area because of widespread flooding
in the East Kimberley and tall growth in the growing fields.
Under these conditions, ducks, geese, egrets and herons in-
vade the newly — inundated grass — flats of the lower Ord
at Parry and Twelve-Mile Lagoons. A brief search in this area
revealed nesting Pied Geese, thousands of Hardheads and
Whistling-Ducks and hundreds of Intermediate (Plumed) and
Little Egrets.

It was in this area that the most important find of the trip
was made: a number of Zitting Cisticolas Cisticola juncidis
were located in flooded grass at the edge of the plain. These
tiny birds may be overlooked as their quick, loping flights
and insect-like ‘‘tit-tit>’ calls are difficult to pick up. Zitting
Cisticolas have been known for several years in the Top End
of the N.T., but are ‘“‘new’’ to W.A.

Otbher birds studied which have rarely been reported in the
N.E. Kimberley were the Little Bittern, Broad-billed Sand-
piper, Little and Tawny Grassbirds and White-winged Tern.
Bush-bird highlights included the Lemon-breasted Flycatcher,
Shining Flycatcher, White-browed Robin, White-quilled
Rock-Pigeon, Yellow-rumped Mannakin and Oriental
Cuckoo. While at Kununurra, Ken Mills showed me slides
he had taken of five Garganey, at Packsaddle Swamp in
February.

This report shows that some tremendous birding can be en-
joyed within a few minutes of Kununurra and Wyndham,
even in the ‘““‘wet’’. My thanks to Ken and Liz Mills and the
Osborns for their great hospitality and generosity.

R.P. Jaensch

MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

ALFRED COVE STUDY

The field work for this study is now completed (closing date
was 31st March). Many thanks to all those who made such
an effort; I hope to be publishing some of the findings in
W.A. Bird Notes over the next few issues. Deadline for the
completed work to be published is July, if all goes well.

It is not too late for records to be included, so if you have
any covering the period then please give me a call.

Alfred Cove has proved to be a wonderful birding spot,

so I am pleased that although my own formal study is now

over, the work will be carried on by those involved with the
RAOU’s W A, Bird Report, Wader Study Group and South-
West Waterbird Project. This will help to provide a very com-
prehensive, and continuing, status report of an important bird

refuge.
Steve Keeling. Tel. 291 7592
P.S. It wasn’t me who cut down the antenna!

W.A. ISLAND VISITS 1982
by S.G. & L.F. Lane (Sea bird-banders for CSIRO).

Pelsart Island, 19-27 November
The main purpose of the return visit to WA this year was
to accept the invitation of one of the Wildlife Research Of-

ficers to go to Pelsart I., with him. That temptation was just
too great! We left Geraldton on a beautiful day and covered
the 60 or so kilometres to the locality in about 2.5 hours. This
was the “‘entrance’’ to the lagoon, set among lots of little cor-
al/limestone islands where fishermen have huts, just about
sea level; toilets are propped out over the water’s edge! It took
over an hour to negotiate the channel through the reef to get
to our destination, about two thirds down Pelsart on the
western side.

Pelsart is about 12km long, about N-S, from 50-150 m wide
except at the southern end where there is a ‘“‘bubble’’ about
500-600 m wide. We camped near an old broken jetty used
early in the century for taking out guano. Our kitchen-come
living room was in the old loading ramp, or rather under it.
This gave an excellent kitchen, eating and sitting area, well
protected from wind on three sides and fairly well protected
on the fourth (west). I take delight in being able to say that
even shieks have never slept with so many beautiful birds!

Breeding species recorded and the number banded (in
brackets) were Wedge-tailed Shearwater (122), Spotless Crake
(2), Silver Gull (1), Pacific Gull (1), Caspian Tern (2), Roseate
Tern (28), Sooty Tern (290), Bridled Tern, Fairy Tern, Com-

mon Noddy (408), Lesser Noddy (507), Osprey (3), and

Silvereye (9). Bridled Terns breed later here though they were
already breeding on islands off Fremantle a week earlier. Fairy
Terns were just getting started and there was no opportunity
to catch any of the few present. :

Likewise, I missed the White-breasted Sea-Eagles; the
young were flying. However, the first Osprey’s nest we saw
had two large young standing on it. I should have realised
that they were already fledged, otherwise they would have
been lying down. They flew as we approached. The next nest
contained two well-incubated eggs, and the third, a large nestl-
ing (he was lying down and at first sight the nest looked emp-
ty). He was duly banded. The next nest had three eggs and
the fifth, two large nestlings. They also were banded and all
three banded chicks were flying two days later, probably hav-
ing done so the day after I banded them.

In all, 1603 banded in eight days. What a wonderful eight
days! We were really busy, walked ‘‘miles” over the coral
rubble and along the limestone rocks and swam every day (to
get clean as we had to take all our fresh water). We ate quite
well — only one meat meal out of a can! Our initial fresh
meat was well augmented by fresh fish. No doubt, like me
you well know what tropical mangroves are like. Well, we
enjoyed resting in the shade of the mangroves on Pelsart as
there were no flies, mosquitoes, or other bities. The Lesser
Noddies just sat and watched as we ate our lunch on the very
hot days we had in that area.

Sometimes we were able to ‘‘motor”’ up or down the island
in the small dinghy, providing the tide was high enough and
the wind not gale force. This gave us a bit of extra time, and
was labour-saving with the gear.

But what a terrific place! There would have been conser-
vatively, over 100,000 pairs of each of Sooty Terns, Com-
mon Noddies and Lesser Noddies breeding. We had hundreds
of Crested Terns in two colonies; their eggs were mainly just
at hatching stage (mid stay) though some pairs had very large
runners. The colony of Roseates was about 600 strong just
on fresh eggs; a couple of days later the colony had grown
to not less than 800 pairs and looked to be still growing. I
had found a single pair on an egg in another area on our first
day, and at the end of our stay, there were 11 eggs and not
less than 20 pairs present with about 12 pairs of Fairy Terns
(four nests with eggs).

Apart from six new species banded (Spotless Crake,
Roseate Tern, Common and Lesser Noddies, Pacific Gull (0
at last got one just before it flew), and Ospreys, I added two
other species to my bird list. Unfortunately both were ‘‘beach-
washed”’. We found three carcasses of the Grey-headed
Albatross and a Soft-plumaged Petrel carcase decorating the
side of one of the Osprey’s nests.

[For a summary of Bill Lane’s banding surveys in the
Recherche, see Corella Vol. 6, No.3, August, 1982.—Ed.]
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NOTICES

NEW WATERBIRD PROJECT OFFICE
The South-West Waterbird Project Office is now situated
at:
2 Olympic Place, Ardross, 6153: Phone 09 364 6202.

Project participants (‘‘Wetfoots’’) and interested persons
are invited to drop in and look at computer printouts and
discuss survey problems with the Field Officer. Please make
an appointment if you want to be sure that the F.O. will be
“in’)-

The house is in pleasant surrounds beside a park, is beseiged
by honeyeaters and has a resident group of Red-capped
Parrots.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Our gallant Secretary, Joan Seabrook, advises that while
new members should send their subscriptions to her, member-
ship renewals should be sent direct to the Melbourne RAOU
Head Office (21 Gladstone Street, Moonee Ponds, Victoria
3039).

Posters

Peter Langdon’s ‘‘Inland Birds of South Australia’ poster
is selling like hot cookies and at $3 ($4 posted) is well worth
the outlay. It is particularly relevant to Eyre.

MEMBER CONCESSIONS

Our bionic committee-man Steve Keeling has been pursu-
ing Perth retailers who are willing to offer concessions to
RAOU members. Two businessmen succumbed to Steve’s
pressure and their offers are outlined below.

To be eligible for discount, members must identify
themselves on our quarterly computer listing (copies kept by
the stores); new members who may not yet be on the lists,
should present subscription receipts. We are hoping to pro-
duce member cards in the near future. Let us know if you
have any difficulties.

(1) Books. The following titles can be obtained at greatly dis-
counted prices. Orders can be made and purchases col-
lected at RAOU meetings and some excursions. All pro-
ceeds will go into R.A.O.U. funds.

Crows of the World — over 400 pages packed with all
the information you can think of on the living corvid
species. Lots of maps and pictures. A really definitive
work. Written by Derek Goodwin, illustrated by Robert
Gillmor.

Usual Price: $25.00

R.A.O0.U. Members Price: $12.00 only.

Introduced Birds of the World — a remarkable book.
Includes maps and line drawings. The worldwide distribu-
tion, and influence, of birds which have been introduc-
ed to new geographical zones. Written by John L. Long,
illustrated by Susan Tingay, both local R.A.O.U.
members.

Usual Price: $35.00

R.A.O.U. Members Special Price: $19.00 only.

World Atlas of Birds — Sir Peter Scott referred to this
work as ‘‘the most beautiful, informative and stimulating
bird book with which I have ever been associated.”’ 500
colour and 270 line drawings. 167 maps and diagrams.
Written by fourteen of the world’s outstanding birdos,
with Peter Slater for Australia.

Usual Price: $52.95

R.A.O.U. Members Extra-Special Price: $28.00.
The Complete Birds of the World — M. Walters. 340
pages listing in order of families, all bird species known
to exist or have existed in recent times.

Usual price $33.95 .

R.A.O.U. Members Super-Special Price $12.00.
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Swans of the World — S. Wilmore. An extremely well
illustrated account of swan habits, movements and
behaviour.

Usual price $15.00

R.A.0.U. Members Price: $9.00.

All orders must be accompanied by a cheque or money-
order and include $1.00 to cover postage and packaging.
Orders will be accepted on a first-come basis. Please send
orders with monies to: R.A.Q.U., C/- Steve and Diana Keel-
ing, 31 Lawnbrook Road, Walliston, 6076.

P.S. Watch out for new titles which I hope will be published
in each newsletter.

(2) Binoculars and Telescopes. Science World, at 138
Railway Parade, Leederville West, 6007 (Phone 382 2999)
will give members the following concessions —

(a) on binoculars: 15% for cash, 10% for Bankcard
(b) on telescopes: 10% for cash, 5% for Bankcard

The store has a good range of equipment, including
Steiner binoculars and Bushnell telescopes.

(3) Motor Accessories. Roadwest, in both Garden City
(western entrance; phone 364 9220) and Karrinyup Shop-
ping Centre (near Boans; phone 446 4426), have offered
u;ldiscounts of at least 10% on all items, except for some
oils.

NEW COPY DEADLINES

There has been a change in the newsletter timing, such that
we are aiming to have it in your mailbox by the first day of
March, June, September and December. Therefore, deadlines
for receipt of material for WA Bird Notes (at 2 Olympic
Place, Ardross, 6153), will be the end of the third week in
January, April, July and October respectively, i.e. deadline
for September 1983 newsletter is July 22.




