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2.30pm a groupofabout 15EurasianCoots which were feeding of aflockon thewaterandmakeoff with apparentease" (p.135). 
at the water's edge moved rapidly into deeper water. I have He alsorecords an Eurasian Cootbeing caught, faUing from a 
r o t i c e d t h i s o f t e n M d S t h e ~ o f a M a r s h ~ ~ g nMarsh Harrier talons back into water and ''kfarm being dead. 
ataheightbetween5and7meatsjust off- Onthisoccasion sat up in the water, shook itself and swam off to rejoin theflock 
the Maash Harrier appeared befm the b r a s h  Coots had as though nothing had happenedn (p.135). This M p t i o n .  
xtached deeper water. The MarshHanicr Mnedand stooped, showing thatthestrikingand seizingof an Eurasian Coot by a 
strikingone of thehindmost of the Etlrasian Cootwithout great MarshHarrierQesnotautomaticallyorevenreadilyresultin the 
force. TheMarshMerthemseuledonitsp yandheld itunder early deathof the bid taken, addsweight to the idea that the ten 
water for about 10minutes, possibly to h w n  it. minuteperiodsinbothcases, may have been to kill thecaptunxl 
Thepointwherethismokpbisinawide~fromtheshore Prey. 
wherethewaterwasjustdeepe~ughfathisact.anditseems Ed.). 
possibletheMarshHarriexstruckheredeliberately. TheEurasian Reference: 
Coot was *le to be againstthe bottomof the lake the H O W ,D (1984). Eagles,H& and Falcons ofAustralia,
Marsh I-Iimier's body and legs while its own bellyjust touched ~ h ,victoria 
thesurface. TheendsoftheMarshHarrier'stailfeatherswere in 
thewater. 
At first theMarsh Harrier moved as if unsteady and a couple of 
times a wing ofthe Eurasian Coot fhpped above the sllrface. 
showinnthebirdwasstillalive. AftexawhiletheMarsh Harrier 
rested a,looking very strange some 5 metres offshore in the 
calmwater. 

After some 10minutes theharrier laboriouslydragged thedead 
EurasianCootto the shore. Itdidthisin severalbursts, by rising 
just intotheairon flappingwingsanddr'aggingwith arekgfully 
exrmdcd and theEtaasien hodrad on its t a b  
TheMarshMersettledattheedgeofthewaterandfedfaat 
least3Ominutes. Atfirstitseemedtopluckfeathersfromthedead 
bird,them toripbitsofflesh. WhilefeedingtheMarshHarrierhad 
itsback to thewaterandafteralmosteverybite itmovedits head 
asthoughlookingalongtheshorein bothdiredonsandalertf a  
intrusion. 

AJ. Peacey 

~holdingoftheEurasianCootunderwaterfortenminutes 
described abovehas seiLing similarity with H O W(1984). 
who M b e s  a Marsh Harrierholdingan Eurasian Cootundex 
water "fa ten minutesw(p.134). Howevet, the ccircumstan'~~ 
M b e d  by Peacey above and Hdlands (1984) are rather 
different. The Marsh Harrier described by Hollands (1984) 
appeared,fromthedescriptiongiven,to havekilled theEurasian 
Cootprior to holding itspey undet water and H o w  (1984) 
~butesthetenminuteperiodtotheMarshHarrierhavingL~ 
tiredn(p.134) as a resultof e a k  &ats tocarry theEurasian 
Coottotheshore,anaamptfhallyabandoned H O W(1984) 

Please send detailsof sightingsto '0Ixrvakm.s Offlax' at the 
W.A. of the RAOU. Unusual sightings should be 
accompaniedby fieldnotes.Prelimharycheckingofthefollowing 
&mations has beenundedcenbut firrthea scrutinyshouldbe 
given prim to inclusion in any off~cialor technicalr e p o ~'Ibis 
listofabscrvationsmainly covcrs the paidfarm April to July 
1990. 
Compiled by Rodney Vervest. 

DOWN SOUTH 
Crrpe P d d  - 2,lSnlPO. North Mole - MC, BB, PH 
Braul-billedRlm- 1buch-mshed.7 m ,  Leighton Beach - GM 
LlttkSheuaater - 1. beach-w~htd,Scmnto- Anon. 
Psdnc-- 1,20/61~0,~ c h ~ o e d ,woodv.le -JH,cw 
C.ttlc~-2,2O&W.LalreJoadal~pNorth-~,CW 
LltUeEgM - 2,15/61PO,LalreJoardal~pNorth - GL * 1,26/'l/?90,Lalre 
Joonblup - GL 

ReefEgret - 1,13/61PO.JIlritn marina -NT * 1.15/7190,North 
Molc - MC, BB, PH 
Classy Ibb - 2,18/5190,Thomom Lake -TK * 8,20/5190,Lake 
Joonblup North - MBr 5, W m ,  Herdsman Lake - MBr * 5,5/7IpO, 
D d h R o d .  Woodv.le-CW*6.18/7~.HCId~manLelrt-MC~*6. 
w m ,HCIdam8ll bkc  - MO 
s a d  Ibb -so+,a mGllildford - AIM 
CbostDldTed - 1pair, 18/5/90.Thomsoas Lpkc - TK * 1.21/5m, 
A l k d  Cove - JD * 1 &. 18/7m,Lake Qaremont - MCr 
Plnk~sredDuck - a p i r  with 2 ducklings.18/7190,Lakc Chmont -



M a  
I W d M  - 4.7/5PO, AIMCove -TK 
WhlsUl~gKltt - 1.28fiBO. Fcmetdac L.Lc- PA * 14. WPM, 
Baldivie Rod - JH, PA 
Mnrsh Rsrrler - 1.24fiBO. Rivatoa Bridge - JH 
PeregrineForcOa - 1,16/5IpO, Wesfadn Bin, h d e y  - JH 
Austrrllm Hobby - 1imnrtlme dkill, 1 mMadey - RS 
Brossa Qlvll - 10.4fi190. Albny -MC,BB 
Black-WkdNatlve-boa - pt&nt, 16fim C.riacSwunp - JD * 
present.9/7BO, Lakc M a p  - JR * 13. W P M ,  D&p~.wLsgooo.
Gingin - IF',CW 
BushTbldrlnee- 1injured. 23/5m, m. K.tMling - AH 
Red-Lad D d h d  - 3,18/5/W, L.LcQffarmt - MB, KC * 6,20/7/ 
90,Mogumber west  R a d(winterwet) - IF', CW 
HoodedPbver - 2,13/4Ipo, Cowlpunupk h - MBr 
BpadodStllt - 30o-t.9/6/W, Romnsrt- MB, KC 
Red-wdred Stld - 2CW,m,Fanutd.le L&C - PA 
~SLua-2 ,23 /7mNathMdc-MCr  
LlWe Corclla - 500,12E6190, ENUUWCEod,G~~~IIo&- HT 
W o s t a n R o e e l l a - 1 . 3 0 ~ E m M e t o a G o l f C 0 ~ ~ ~ - F C  
M i dCudroo - 1,18/5BO, L&CM u p  Noah -GL * 1.24/Sp)o, 
N Q t h k R e ~ r r c -JD 
FamltsycdCsdrao-1,15Ri/!QNarlhWteReren~-ID 
~ ~ - I . a b / t ~ ~ J d ~ - G L 
Wbbbodred MIOW- 4. WBO. B& - HT * 2.15fiPM. 
C e r v a n t ~ - H T * 2 , 2 [ y I B O , ~ W e s t R d - J P . C W  
Hooded Robin - 7,7J@O.Pl~Rad-Tb~hk~- MC, BB 
RedW.ttlcbLd-29+,7/S~L&~JooablupNorth-NH 
Spiaycbcdrod Honeyeater- 1,19/7m Guildatoa -IP,CW 
~ o l l o a p k r d~ m c p a ~- I,~ f im~ o t a ~ n- ED 
Brossa-besdPdAoac~erta- 3,15fipO, L.lrcJoondrlupNorth - GL 
White-cheeked Hmeycrta - &12,6fi190, Swanbaune- PP 
AustraUm MU+& - 47.4/7BO, TatkinHighway, Madding-
RSm 

UPNORTH 
W i h ' r  Sbnn-Petrel - 15,28/61PO,bttweenCPmarvonandDombland 
- MCr 
Black-WkdNative-bca - 57.5/5/90, H.melin Starion - MC. BB 
w b b a l ~ @T m - 1,11/5/90, B r w m ~SCWS~CPonds - RN 
C o m m ~ alhmewlug- 14 8fi190, Wilma Rod from Lein~tez- HT 
BIack4'aredCuckoo- 1.3/7BO. Dom Illpod- Mu 
C o U d  Klngilsber - 1.18/4BO, C.ptKaaudzcn - MC. BB 
YeUorr WagW - 2.291s190, Rocbuckb y b v a n  Puk.B m - MC. 
BB 
m r w e  Robk - 2,7/10/89, C.peKcmuhen - BB et d 
Kl-y Flpcltdwr- 2,14/5pO, <?nbW -RN 
CI- R d - W u b l a  - 1,12/5/90, B r ~ m e- RN 
~ S o s g l p r l r - 6 , 2 / 7 p O , D o r r e ~ d - M u  
Rodtbroet - 6,30/4PM, New Buch, -on - MC, BB 
S h Q - W e d  TborpblP- 2 . 1 0 ~ .TheM t e s M t  Msgmt - Al. RJ 
BlackHotbeyeater-a d ,25 /W,  m K p l . t h a - RN 2030,10/7~.  
MPilbrn- A J e t d  
Pied Honeyeater - 1, 1614PO. IOOlun south of Nanutarra - MC, BB * 
several. 25/4190. mar Karratha - RN 
R e d - M e d  H v e ~ t ~- 10.30/4/90. Broom - MC. BB * 1.13/5/90. 
B m -RN 
Red-bowed Pvdaldc- 2,16/4BO, LyndonRiva - MC. BB * 1.3/5,540. 
Asbburkm River. Nan-
P.lakdR d l - 6+,2!i/4m, K~~IU&R- R d  - RN 
MPslred Wtmds~dbw- m y ,  S/-, acrrKanoth. - RN 

KEY TO OBSERVER CODES 
AH - AmeHepwortb MBr -
AJ - AhnJona MC -
AJM - A JMdcalm MCr -
BB - Brya&rreet MO -
CW - ChrirWi NH -
ED - Qizrberhbv i~~  NT -
FC - EiadCdcr PA -
GL - GRhunIittl~ PH -
GM - GegeeMiUcr PP -
JD - JdDonoha RJ -
M - Jack H1mt RN -
JP - Juli.nPe&r RS -
JR - JohnRobatr RSm -
KC - KueCleed TK -
MB - M u B l i k y  

bcuy-r 
Mueery QBB
M Craig 
M q m uOwen 
Neil Huniltan 
N Tyrer
PetcrAlwn 
M Howden 
PeterPiggford 
RoseJaw.# 
Richard Nowotny 
Ray Shuiz 
Rodsmith 
Tony mby 

SCOPEWEST 
~ t o a l l S C O ~ W E S T E R S !  
Tothosemembersnotalready talringpartwhy notringtheoffice 
anda r q habout theaction-- warld ofthe 'wetfoot'. 
Progresshasbeenexcellent Apilwasthebestsurvey month so 
farwithalmostcompletecoveqp. A few minor sites( p b b l y  

a 
dry)wereleftout 
Monthly totals of individual waterbirds using SCOPEWEST 
werhnds so farareas fdlows: 

October 31,769 
Januaty 58,482 
A@ 38,579 

F& wark on thecomputerprogramme will allow us a more 
detailtdanalysklatainthepmject 
Sienificanafallsofrain overmuch of the studyarea in July have 
dtedingoodleveIsofwatfzinmanywetlands. IhqSIRhe 
of you were caught in thosemendous storms that lashed the 
caast at this rime, areof which resvlted in a fairly heavy fall of 
hail in southern parts of the audy area. The Meteorological 
Bureau reporteda 'car being buried up to its wheel arches'! 1 
Wambbd numbersat!hpewest wetlandshavebeen lowoverall 
duetodigwsatbuttheamolmtofwaterincertainpartsofthe
study areashouldresult in a goodbreeding season, With thisin 
mind I would like to request that you all brush up on the 
~hnique~usedinfillingout~~gsectionontheScopeweSt 
datasheet, ~0118canbefoundonpagesfourandfiveofthe 
Field Record Book. October, the next survey month, is an 
importantmonth in which we should make maximum effortsto 
l o c a t e a n d r e c o r d ~ o f ~ ~ a c t i v i t y .Pieasecallmeatthe 
office if you wish to discuss any &ts df the survey. 
The wing and nasal tagging pgramme will also commence 
again in Octobetand anyoneinterestedin beinginvolved should 
contactme at the office. Yourparticipation is welcomeand this 
activity provides a unique o p p o b t y  fat volunteers to see 
waterbirds at close hand and o h  at their haling grounds. 
Althwgh 'messy'attimes(airraids!)causingvolunteers tosufhx 
consideEaMeindignity,noonehaEbeen 'attacked' atinadvertently 
been fitted with a nasalsaddle. 
There a~ many repartsof nasal-tagged ducks on metropolitan 
lakesbutfewrepcwtsoutsidethemetmarea. Itwillbevery 
inremthg to noteany recardsof taggedducks in thesouth-west 
dwing the next Annual Waterfowl Count in November 1990. 
Observeas are requested to keep a sharp eye out far ducks, 
s p e c W yPacific Black Ducksand alsoe p t s ,  spoonbii, ibis 
and Whitefaced Hem. Interesting movements have occurred 
recently-aGreatEgretbandedonthesouthcoastalplainwasseen 
atKatanning and a Straw-necked Ibis banded in thesamearea, 
wsfnocedatBroome. 
Finally, a &ailed preliminary repoPt should have been sent to 
yousomemonthsback. If youhavenotreceivedit, pleasecalland 
I will arrange fat a cq)y to be sent A reporton Scopewestwill 
bepmmtedinthef-ingNationa1 RAOUNemlemalso. 

ANNUALWATERFOWL COUNT 
TheAnnualWaterfowlCountisscheduledto runb m  Saturday 
17thNovemberto Sunday25th November. Thismay be theIast 
Novembercountwe conductasfundingforthisp j e c t  will only 
last until theMarch m t  in 1991. As this will possibly be our 
lastchance todoacoordinatedcount durin8thebreeding season 
Iwouldliketoensurewe coverallwetbnds. If youh o w  anyone 
whocan help.particularlyincoun~yareas,pleasegetthemtocall 
me attheRAOUOffice(364 6202). Therecruitingletterwill go 
out toallmgularduckcountersin mid-Septemberand I urge you 
torespond quickly. If you arenot aduckcounter,now would be 



anopportunetime tojoin thislegembytern. Remember,if you 
seeachancefacovainganyexwnduringthecamtperiod,
ringmeandIwillarrsnpawetland 'Mfar you 

R Vervest 
PEATMINING - LAKEMUIR NATURE RESERVE 
F d k  in the year, a proposal to mine peat at Tdt -Gurmp 
lLagoon(LakeMuirNabmResave)Wassubmittedfapublic 
commentbytheEavirmmentatplnaactimA W t y .  
~ 0 f y 0 9 w h O h a v e v i s i o a b ~ ~ r # # m ( 6 O h n s e a s t o f  
~ a n j i m i ~ )will have experSenced the rich and vaiiedbirdlife in 
surroundingsthathavea distinctnrandera. LakeMuir itpelf is 1 1 
hsloneL&4lnnswidtand&beenlwrwntosuppartupto 
50,000 waterfowl (AnnualWaterfowl Count, March 1989). 
A series of freslJbrackish lagoons (within the natm meme) 
grace the eastem side of Lake Muir and also suppcxt a good 
variety of WaWbirds. 
RAOU attentioo was drawn to the reserve in 1981 with the 
commencement of the South-west Waterbird Study - a 

leveltothepreservationofweslandsandinnosmaUparSthe

RAW,  p d m h i y  members who have gathered data at the 
Reaerve,havr:*yedavitalmleintheoutcamc. 

R VervesC 

RAMSAR CONVENTION 
The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
especially asWatafowl Habitat was prepared and adopted at a 
confemmceheld in Ramsar, Iran in 197 1. The conference was 
convened by theOovanment of Iranand was sponsoredby the 
In- Watdiowl Research Blveau (IWRB) with co 
spansors including the unitedNations Food and Agricultllral. . (FAO), theUnited NationsFmmtional, S c i M i c  
3 E z 2 c k g a n i s & n  (lJmsco)*the lIlmahd union 
fa~athofNatmaadNaturalResmes(IUCN),the
In- Bidogical Progammc, the Inoernational Council 
far Bird RPservationand theWorldWildlife Fund. 
Asamember StateoftheUnicedNm Australiaisiluto-y 
involvedintheUnikdNatiorrsEnvimmmtPmgmmme(UNEP), 
established in 1972, while alsoamembex of UNESCOandFA0~~~veeffartbetweeIltheRAOUandthe~of
aswellasbeingaStarememberofIUCNthroughtheDejwtmentCbnsavationadLand-(CALM). DatawasgadreFed of HomeA f k  andEnvironment. Ausmh is also a member 

, ~ ~ ~ o f k R A O U , D f . P .Moors 

publishing ofa substantialrepartin 1988 (RAOU Report No. 30 being the mn-gagarnnaffmember. 
Crimiafor the RamsarConvention for identifying Wetlands of 1 9 8 8 , W ~ i n N ~ R ~ o f ~ W e s t e r n ~ ) .  

During theseearly surveys, the impomwe of the lagoonswas 
nmgnhdfa the  occmenceof therareAustralasian B i m .  In 
ancffmttogathermareinfixmatkmonthebnxdhgecdogyof 
t h i s s p e c i e s a n d Q c u n m t ~ ~ o f w a t a b i r d s , t h e  
RAOUandCALM &vised a oneyear studyat ByenupLagoon. 
Thiswetlandisthewrtkernmoraofa~ofthreemaja
wetlandseastofLalreMuir. Durhgthemtmthlymmeysdata 
wgealsocollectcdmTdt~Lagoon,thepropoaedmine
site, in itselfa significant wethnd andhwMI to wppm the 
A l J s m k h  Bittern (see R A W  Report Na 47). 
Thecombinedstudies.with occsPiardothersurveys,amountto 
eightyearsofdatacdbction,thta&oultofeffortsbymanyRAW
mmbersandpof~ani~sucbthattheRA0U 
and CALM c ~ eable to comment audmitively on the many 
n a a n r r l f - o f t h e ~ .  
Theminingcompanyhasheldleasesinthememesince 197 1 and 
hasminedeeatinneaPbYwetlands faanumber ofvears. Entirely 
within exh@ rights;the campany forwardeda poposal k 
extractpeat~IX20.possibly40yeam, aTardit-Gumq~Lapm. 
LaJa W Nahrn Resave is classed 'C', affbding only a 
minimal prorcction status and the c m t  leases have been a 
'stumbling Mock' in upgrading the status to 'A', a rating, by all 
Criteriaittrulydeserves.Thenahmreservewasconsideredfa 

InteanationalImpomwe are that: 

A Wetland should be cunsi- internationally important if it: 

a) regduly supportseither 10,000 ducks,geese and swans,a 


lop00urns,a20p00 waders or, 
b) replady mppoxts 1% of the individuals in a populationof 

onespecks or sub species of waterfowl or, 
c) r e g d d y  supports 1%of the breeding pairs in a popularion 

of one species asub speciesof waterfowl. 
GeneralcriteriaforidentifyingWethndsmthatwetlands should: 
a) s q m a  m appnciaMe number of rare, vulnerable a 

adzma;eredspeciesasubspeciesofpkmtaanimal,ar, 
b) beof specieIvalue f a  obtaining thegeneticandecological

divasity ofa  region becauseof the quality of peculiarities 
ofitsfloraandfhmaar, 

c) be of special value asthe habitat of plants or animalsat a 
critical stage of their biologicalcyclesar, 

d) beof special value far itsendemic plant ardanimal species 
acommunities 

'Ihevalueofqmtmtative aunique wetlands maybeconsiw 
internationally important if the wetland is a particularly good 
exampbof a specific typeof wetland characleristic of its region. 

4 . .m r m n a ~ n l m d e r t h e ] R A M S A R c u l v ~ ( s e c e l s e ~ i nPriarlo1990thereweaetw~fourAusp.alianwetiandsonthe 
Wissue)w h i c h w o d d h a v e ~ i t w i t k i n t h ~ t o f ~Ramsarlist. Twoof thesewere in the Northern Tenitory, ten in 
si@bw% ~ ~ w a s e v e n W y m t s u b m i t t e d ' f a  
nomimhq tbe&ci&n be ingcampbkdby  mining lease 
-IF=-. 
The&--tion Aubaity, aftercansideringsome 
50 qmatc submisoioos - both RAOU and CALM lodging 
substantial docmum - pubkhed its mpme to the mining 
p.oposalin June 1990, putting two mcunmendatians: 
Recomme~tioa1-'IheEnviFonmentalProtection Authority 
cadudes that the miniag a m p m y  has not demonstratedthe 

Recommendation2 - 'IheEnvh.oMnental Protection Authority 
recanmends that the c W i ofthe Lake Muir Nature 
Reserve mo. 31880)be amendedfrom %'classto 'A' class as 
amatterofpiority. 
'IheEnvironmentalProtectionAuthorityrecommendationsbode 

well for the fum.  It represents a commitment at a significant 

Tasnania, ten in Victoriaandtwo in New South Wales. Western 
Australiahad m wetlandslistedunder theRamsar Convention. 
In July this year the Minister f a  Envhnment in the Westem 
AusbalianGovemmentannwncedthatninewethdsinWestern 
Australia had been acceped f a  the Ramsar Convention list of 
wetbndsofintematbd importance. Thewetlandsapprovedare 
- the Ord River Flood main, Argyle and Kununurm Lakes, 
RoebuckBay, Eighty Mile Beach. Forrestdale and Thompsons 
Lakes,Peel-Yalgaup System,LakeTwlibin. Vasse-Wonnerup 
System and the Lake warden System. 
Itwillbenotedtheninewetlandsmnotallgeographically 
specificandmay vary fmmyearto year -e.g. theOrdRiver Flood 
Plain. Thisisbecauseit isthe intention of theConventiontogive 
generalprotection to the systems involved. 
It is possible that Lakes McLeod, Gregory and Muir (among
others)fallwithinthecriteriafatheRamsarConvention.However 
indiicientdataon theseLakesappearsto be available to justify 
dreirinchsionatpresent. 
'Iheadditional protection offered to the namedwetlands is most 
webme. 

3 



LOCO COlWEllTION 
The lop for next year's Congresshas been 
~ h r w e n a n d c l i n b e ~ a b o v e .Itwas 

~egistrationtothe1991Chgmsx 
T h e w ~ s p i n e b i u i s a n  
attractive small honeyeater, 
erdemictotheSouthWesLOIP 

fairiyeasilyseeninmostbushareas 
nearPerthandinothaparu,oftheSouthWest 

THE CONGRESS 
Planningiswell rmderway. Kingswood College isthe Congress 
venue and the Campout at Albany follows immediately from 
Sunday toFridey with arsarg~drcdvirkstosuit all birden' 
in-. BothCongressandCampoutwillbewellwarth 
aaending. 
Thedates: 	 Congress20 Sep - 22 Sep 1991 

Campout 22 Sep- 27 Sep 1991 
The oqankm wish to hear f h m  thoseplanning to attend the 
Congressand/aCampoutandfrom~whowishtopresent 
papers. P o s t e r ~ ~ a f e a l s o w e ~  
Pleme'phoneamitetotheRAOU(WAGrollp)officeinPerth. 

Daily recordingof birds seen within a Zkm radiusof Eyre Bird 
~ a t o r y h a v e ~ t e d i n s o m e i n ~ g ~InF&mary 
the rainfall w bwer than awxqe and the number d birds 
dhkbgatthebirdb&sbeganto~. InMerchtherainfall 
was 1.6mm. cunpud with an a w e  of 2 5 m ,  and thetotal 
monthly count for the followingbirds was: 

Brush Bmiuewing 100(k 
PinkCoclratoo 3n.b 
AusoralianRaven 2500c 

Once the rains came numbers decreased until the total count in 
June was: 

BrushBmiuewing 94 
Pink Cockatoo 278 
Allstralian Raven 89 

Theheyeaternumbershindas thenearbymalleetrees 
begantoMossom. ElevenspciesweaerecordedfromAprilto 
June, Singing Honeyeatex and New HollandHoneyeater being 
themostcommo~,whiletheYellow-plumeddWhite-firarted 
weretheleastcommon. DuringabandingsessioninJunea 
Brown-headed Honeyea& banded 9 December 1985 was 
retrapped A Spotted Pardalote was found dead during the 
Hone- Follow-upcourse.The specimen has been taken to 
the W.A Museum f a  cafhmion. 
Weekly beachcan t shaveumtinuedwith upto 12species being 
recorded. One(XientalPratincoleandtw0Red-kneedDottere1 

pealredin April (600e)andat the Nine Milequite large numbers 
of SilverGullswerereuxdedfaMarch (380e)and May (320+).
Sincethen weedbenkshave developed alongthebeach andbid 
totalshavedecreased. Itwillbe interesting tofollow thesetrends 
into thenext quartet. 

G. and G. Goodreid 

A l ~ i t i s a b a g t i m e s i n c e o u r l a s t ~ m e n y ~ h a v e  
happenedintheintetim. Thereportofourfirstcomeappears 
elsewhere in this WA Bird Notes, so we will make this artick 
Ielativelyshort. 
AdmittingthatfactsandfiguFestend tobeboring,theupsurgein 
our attendance numbers this year are dramatic. To reduce the 
figum totheir simplest form wewill refez only toVisitar Nights 
andDayVisitors ThesearethecategoriesweusedatEyre. In 
Broomewe firrther dividcintocategories, Chalet/units,campers 
and c a r a w ,  Day visitors, tom and school excursions. 
In 1988 (9 months) we had 633 Visitor Nights and 4DA.Zhy 
Visitors. In 1989we had only aslightinc;t~asein VisitarNights
(aldmgh ~ ~ i n e ~ l ewas comkkddy high),but Day Visitors 
numbed 1471. h h g  the first 7 monttrSof 1990 we have 
alreadyhad 1466VisitarNightsand1671Day Visitors Obviously 
allthis activity hasmadea noticeableimpacton ourearnings,but 
we do not expect to break even this year, while we are running 
right up to our budget projections. The Day Visitors take up a 
greatdeatofourtimefaaverysnallmm. 
The BBO birdlist continuesto grow. It presently stands at 228 
species with some miable recent additions. 'Ihese include 
Crimson, Change and YellowCht,Orkntal Cuckoo,Ausealian 
and Baillon's Crake, Barded Stilt, Whitefronted Honeyeater 
andyellow--Miner. The'Ihearearecommonghat 
Derby but are the firstrecorded here. 
Our deluge of visitors would have stopped our building 
programmesentirelywereitnot forthevolunteerworkerswe've 
been forh.mateenoughto attractin 1990. Michael Craig made a 
retlrm trip hereduring the w d  anddidanotherexcellentpiece of 
work. DougWatkinsand ShllpelleMcNeewere relief wardens 
during our holidays fohwed by Richard Johnson and Kathryn 
NewtonfromTownsville.~ybcyafterweFetumedand 
their c o n t r i W  has been beyond paisa Martin Cross and 
TessaRukbwntheUKmw-wwgandable workers. 
BBO is finally moving. It will be evenbetternext year. 

G. Hooper 
B. Wells 

U n t i l ~ n o t i c e p k e s e k t a l l c o m u n i c a t i ~ l l ~ t o t h e  
Editor, WA Bird Notes to the RAOU office, Room 218, 15 
Ogi lv ie~CanningBridgeWA6153,owingtoaforthcoming 
change of residentialaddress. 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Achargeof50oenaismdeatthemonthlym e e t h g s t o c  
hireofthevenue(andpruvide supper). 'Ihechargebady covers 
theseexpenses. If those aaending meetingswill please pay 50 
cents on arrival it will be appreciated. 
LESUEUR FORUM 
An art exhibition, coinciding with National Art Week (13-20 
October), is being arganised by the Lesueur Fom to gain

were seen on 25 April whilst two groups of Banded Stilt @I+)publicity and funds. It will be a d w t k d  in the newspapers, 
were seen on 3 May. Red-neclcedStint were recarded during which will give venue and other details Your suppart is
April and May, but none since. Redcapped Plover numbers requested. 



glasses and telacopes at the ready to view a beach thick with 
small waden only to have these scattered by a single beach 
walker with dog, sQdling stolidly past. 

BBO'S FIRSTCOURSE 
The first course to be held at Broome Bird Ol>srervatory was 
c o n d u c t e d ~ 2 1to27April19!W-tbetitIebeing'Wavethe 
WadersGoodbyen. Thepopllarityofbothdresubjectandthe 
area atlracted 15 people. We camef h n  far and wide-mw 
htheEastmstatea,themapityhPerthandacoupleh 
as close as Kam~ha. StatMcdly, we saw during seven 
cancentratedand attimesexhaustingdaysofbirdwatching,over 
140speciesofbirds. Mostof coursewere waders, but bushbirds 
weremtnegkcwl. TheObseMltoryissituatedinoneofthose
unique~wherebothtypesofavianfaunacanbeobserved 
with comparative ease. 
OurdayswerefullasthespecieslistindicatesMostmornings 
we wereon themoveby 5.30to 'ablute*,snatch a hastyb r e w  
andbedyfnourenergeticWardensby6.30. 'Ihenitwasoff 
inthetransportoverthenlggedraadstoour~destination 
The fvst day was spent on a two to threehour walk along the 
"MalurusT d " ,  ~ Q n & y n d a q t f & w + l i n eof R d w k  
~st8t ia l to(3rab(3reek.ThirFbrr%MpBeticwatltedbect 
along the beach. ?he excursion introduced the group to the 
varioustypesof habitat within easy reach oftheObmmatoq. As 
theweek a d dmostwereableto investigate theareain their 
own timeand tdoubtedly added to theirindividualbidlists-
~weevenaddedtwonewspecieStotheObservatory'slist: 
theOrangeChatandtheYellowChat. 
Nextdayw e d r o v e t o B d ~ a l o v e l y p l n t o fthemastnorth 
ofBroomepartly mmedby mangroves within which we found 
Red-headed Honeyeam, Broad-billed Flycatcher and abundant 
Yellow Whiteeye, as well as many otherspecies. As we walked 
out to thepoint,ourparty was 'buzzed' by a lightaircraft which, 
to our annoyance, dimdxd several Giey-tailed Tattler and a 
singleLessetG o bPbver in M  g plumage. However, it 
pr0vedaMessingindiS~mtwoBeach~-whichwe we 
hadpreviouslyseenintbefar~,rase,flewaarxrstheCreek 
and landedwithin a few metresofwkre weslood;sowe all had 
e x c e l l e n t v i e w s o f t h e s e u n d ~  
BefarethebresLfarlrmchtwo~ofthepartysawtwoLeast 
Fri'gacebird flying overhead They were rewarded during the 
evening bird-call with a packet of Smarties: the accolade 
bestowed by theWarden each evening far themostmeritorious 
sightingof theday. 
OnMonday we went to Bmome to view its 'tourist atlractions'. 
It wasoneof our hottest days, but oneon which we addedmany 
newspeciestoourlists. Onb etwo ovals we fwndLittle Curlew 
andapartyofyellowWagtailinbreedingpl~goodsbut 
We spent a couple of hours among the sewage ponds--a 
favoliritespotfar waders--and in thes\pnamding bush found a 
H d ~ e I d ' s  Brcnue-cuckoo and several speciesof hartyeam, 
including theonly Whitethroatsd Honeyeatea seen during the 
course. We lunched in the Wildlife Park after checking the 
~~lalreswheFewewatchedatc losequarterstwoAus~ 
Crake which, like the Clamoms Reed W ~ & T  and Plumed 
Whistling-Duck,appear to have takenup midmce. 
We spent two daysbeing instructedin wader identifiation along 
thebeaches of Roebuck Bay. Under theWardens' guidance we 
graduallylearnedto identify thethousandsof wadersastheylined 
upontheshorelinewhentheirfeedinggrwndswerefloodedby 
theincomingtide. Many were in breedingplumage and we were 
all able to seethediffemnceincdoudanbetween theRed and 
GreatKnm Black-tailed and Bar-tailedGodwit and even locate 
the odd Asian Dowitcher. TheWardens also pointed out the 
cliffearmebetween the Large Sand Plover and the Mongolian 
Plover, both beingin breeding plumage. 'Iherewerealsolighter 
moments and fmtration, when we had nepto a vantage point, 

0-theata very enpyable and informative week After 

OnWednesday wedrwe to LdreEda,on Roebuck Plains station, 
mw mczved by thenew owner far thepreswdonof birdlife. 
Duringourwakramdthe- many different speciesof waders 
andducks-noted, including a single Bluebilled Duck which 
probably had made its way firom the Wildlife Park. Flocks of 
Brolga fkw in to &and we watched both species of Harrier 
andaBlack-breastedBd in thedistance.Before leaving we 
had a welcome "cuppan anden- a sliceof Gail's traditiad 
chocolatecale. Bricethenledusto wheFe we hadexceht views 
ofOrangeChats-W males in thesunmaking a fine sight 
Our last day wss celebratedby a walk through themangrovesat 
CrabCreek. 'Ihisproved somewhat more hazardousthan usual 
as we had beenex- a seriesof exceptionally high tides 
whichrwnwlthedtoFefillfarquickerthanusual. However, 
theparty ofsix whoaccompaniedGail thrwgh themangroves 
anddefiedthemud and mosquitoes,weremar&dby sightings 
ofdreMangtoveGoldenwanddreWhite-WWer, 
aswell asother mangrove species. 
Apen frorp thebk-dipg.wehaQsomelightexevents to relieve the 
s a i o u s w t h e - Onewasthepaesenceofalargegmm 
treefrogwhich had takenupresidence in theablutions block and 
went most of its time within the toilet system. It wasreportedthat 
&were startledby apairofcold,clahny hands! Anothertime 
amouseannouncedi ts~ceonthetri~to~arredCreekinthe 
'Camel' by running dobnbacks,up legs,-ding in rice's lapas 
he drove! 

we leftwith memories ofgood fellowship and superlative meals 
p r o W  by ourhostess,Gail. And last, but very far born least, 
we greatly appreciatedthe expert adviceand tuition given to us 
thewardens. 


M. Clegg and B. Barrett 
Listofbirdsseenduringcourse2 1-27 April, includes BBO, Crab 
Creek, Roebuck Plains Station, LalreEda, B m e  townsite, the 
Wildlife Park,Sewage Works and Barred Creek. 
Houy-hsdsdQsbe chdou Sandpip 
Aurrnluiul(3mbc ~ h t i a w b  

P d i ~  Aur tn l i rnht indo  
BmwnBooby Silv~Oun 
Duror WhkkrsdTcm 
Pbd C w a m t  WhitbwiogedTom 
L i t t l c B L E t C a m ~ ~ t  Oun-WTcm 
Lit t lcPbdcmmnut  CupiMTam 
L e u t ~ t o b i d  LittbTsm 
white-faced Herm aasdTam 
-EIrrt LcnaCIoasdTasn 
LirrkB9.l h b d d D o v r  
B . a s m ~ E I r r t ( ~ p h u c )  DhmcadDovr 
Black-& Sta~k B u - & a  Dcno 
SIcrsd Ibb oatsd pioam 
Stn~-& Ibi. Ral-tlilsd BkcL Cocktoo 
b y d  Spombill l i u k M  
wafd&q-&hck R a l - c d l u o d ~  
R u m s d ~ D U c k  Ral-wingpdRnot 
Black Srm HoaMd'r BrmaoCuckoo 
RdficBlackhck SarhanBoobodt 
Cw Tell TawnyFmgmuth
Phksusdhck BlvowingpdKoatbum 
Hudbsld Ral-haedlEingfbh 
Bluobillsdhck SaaCdlEingfbh 
olpsr RJnbarBoosuor 
Black-lbaJdarsdKim SiagiqBuhtrt 
Black Kitc Tlw Mutin 
Black-htsd Buzzud Richrd'r Kpit 
Bnhmky Kite Ydlor W@ 
WhidiqKitc  Black-fad Cu&w&&o 
Brown Omlurk WhitowkyodTrilla 
Colkrod Spumrhark J d y  Wiarr 
white-bdliod k - & d o  MM~OoldQWhirtls 
S p o t l o d ~  Rufala-
kkDlbhr lk  W h i t b b r s r t s d ~ ~  
Bmwn F h Gmy ShriLothrurh 
AurerlLnHobby Bnud-hilled Flyatcha 

http:andbedyfnourenergeticWardensby6.30


Aunnlirn Kertrd LsdeaFlw* 
Ausllirn Cmkc RathrFlya* 
EutuiM- Olay F o t i l  
B m C  NosUunFmtil 
BrAChTha-lu& W iWl@ 
Pisd Oyaautchcr GIcy-aomedBlHdeK 

a- Reed-w*-Y *--
M u t e d ~  
Grsy- R s d - U e d  wry-wlm 
LCUQGddm Phwa MY-8-
Red-hod DmmA whinammtsdosrygalc 
M q d t n  PIWE U R i u b i r d  
LypSandA o v a  Sinsins-
m e - Gmy-hsldsd Ilanqeam 
B W - h t a l  Rovsr whinammrsdHm-
Blrclr-whpl Stilt W g r p e d  -yum
R e d - d e d  A v ~ B m m  H m q e m t a  
Ruddy Turmtonc R u f ( ~ ~ ~ H D n c p t a c  
Eurancmbw Rsd-hodsdHaqcala 
Whimbnl cliammo a t  
Litrlc Curlew ormss-t 
wood SIlldpipE YdlarCha 
Grsy-tiled Tlttlar 
CmunmSandpiper Ydbw W q c - ZsbnFid 
Mrnbs.adpipE DolhlbhnodRncb 
Tartsud* LmguilsdFiach 
Snips:OgiargoIp. o l i v C - h & e d ~  
Aum Dowitdm Grut Bm& 
Black-tailed Godwit Aurmlim hgpibkdr 
Bar-tiled Godwit weo&rrllor 
WKna B l a c k - f d  W&dm 
OmtKna K d B m c h d i d  
ShuptailedSandpiper Aurtnliur Ma+ 
Red-neckedStint T d Cmr 

Bar-tailed Gohvit and Sharp-tailed Sa@$per  at Roebuck Bay 
Phdo by D.M d i b b n  

FURTHER COMMENT ON 'DECLINE IN NUMBERS 
OF AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE' 

Thereportsof declining numbers of Australian Magpies hmE. 

Sedgwick in Harvey, and M. Whack- in Perth, were of great 

interest to us. 

Wearespeculatingthatourlocaldeclinecould be due to changes 

in land useage,orchardsbeingreplacedby increasedamages of 

commercial vegetablegmwing. Weread of astudy by University 

of Helsinki (B.T.O.News 1990) on differem in breeding 

success in six Starling colonies. Starlings, like Aushalian 

Magpies,areground foragers and the Helsinki findings could be 

%levant 

Starling colonies in old mixed fanning areas s d u l l yreared 

70-9096 of nestlings.Cdoniesin specialised cerealor sugar beet 

production areas raised only 20-302of young. 'Ihe authors 

concluded that replaczment of mixed fanning by specialised 

monocultm resulted in a reduction of fomging far adultsand so 

were unable to provide ~ ~ c i e n t  
for their young. 
We cannot imagine Royal Perth Golf Club at Royal Path 
Rehabilirarion Hospital have taken to w i n g  commercial 
vegetable crops but have there been changes in their ground 
maintenance work? Similarly in Harvey Shire. Changes in the 
useof herbicides and pesticides might result in reduced foraging 

cppammities for adult Magpies resulting in reducedbteeding 
suocws andfewer young tledged. 

RegardingAusmbMagpiesandA-Ravens. Apaitof 

thehtternestedeachyear500mfromourproperty.Aslongas 

we had resident groups of Australian Magpies the Australian 

Ravensand their youngbypassedus: they hadaregularhavelling 

mutealong theboundaryline separating two Australian Magpie 

grouP territories,there was no trespassing. 

Now the Australian Ravens come to dine onour figs and peaches 

-andanythingelse they canget their beaksinto! It would appear 
AustralianMagpbaresusoeptible toenvironmental changesand 
m probably reflecting similar effects in other bid species. 
Ausaalian Magpies are big and bold enough to be d  y 
observedand could repay morecarefulobservation as monitors 
of an environment 

R. & M. Brown 
Reference: B.T.O. 
News No 1 6 6Jan-Feb 1990, Dr Juha T i e n  Omis Fennica 66 
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FISHING THE OSPREY WAY 
Onan overcast day in lateFebruary1 noticed an Osprey flying just 
northof the Attadale shoreline andbeing harried in ahalf-hearted 
way by a Silver Gull. TheOsprey ignored the gull, swung back 
furthet into the estuary and started diving f a  fish. In each case 
the dive was initiated by a gentle dl to the left, the dive angle 
about25 degree, the wing beat much shallower then in narmal 
fight and the beat frequency slightly higher than normal. The 
Ospreyappeared to fly directly into thewater without altering the 
fightpattern in any discernable way. Theentry created a large 
splash which masked the subsequent takeoff and the Osprey 
appeared outof the spray climbingnormally. 
I watched the birdcomplete sixdives without catching a fish. 
thecompletion of theseventh dive, the birdremaindin the water, 
which was belly deep to it and started preening. It continued to 
do sof a  about a minute and a half. The Osprey then made two 
more unsuccessful dives befare again finishing in shallow water 
and going through a shortspell of preening. It then flew off over 
the northernshore and out of sight 
I was taken aback by the way the Osprey flew directly into the 
wateroneach dive. 'Iherewasno finesse,noeasing of the angle, 
it wasjust smash - straight in. 

P. Anson 

A VISIT TO LAKE POONGKALNARRA 
Travellers to the North shouldincludea visit to the Harding Dam, 
(Lake Fbcmgkaliyarra)which was opened in 1985 to supplement 
the water supply from the Mills- Aquifer to serve the 
developingareasof Dampier, Kamha,CapeLamben,Wickham, 
RoebowneandPort Samson. 
Thereisagood Water Authority unsealed road from Kanatha to 
thedamarea,adistanceofsome2!jlans. Anattractivenmeational 
andgrassed picnicareasumxlndsthetreeLinedpool immediately 
downseeam fmm the dam wall. 
A wide varietyof habitats arefound in close proximity, including 
the large water expanses of the lake, mall reedy pools, fringing 
rivehe vegetation, flood plains, spinifex and shrub plains and 
doleritescrees and gages. 
Bird surveys have been carried out by the Water Authority of 
W.A. both befm and after the dam consmtion. Surveys since 
construction include 16 species of waterbii not recurdedprior 
to the cons&uction. It can beassumedthat some of thesespecies 
would have been amxted by theexpansion of the water habitat 
while otherscould have been p..esent during early surveys 
Thewritersvisitedtheareaonthreeoccasim(June30,July3and 
4) andcoveredall typesof habitat and b e dout a survey of the 
lake and area adjacent to Table Top Hill. The number of 
waterbirds visible on this survey isrecorded in the list below but 



doesnotindicatetotalsforthewholeareaofthelake. 
Asisshownthereisawided i d t yofspeziesandlargenumbem 
ofbirdsinthearea AttheReaPationPodthereisacolonyof 
some 70Rufous Night Heam including many immaturebirds 
ThroughoutthearealargeflocksofCrimsonChatswereotmxved 
feedingonthegroundonthefkdplainorinacaciascrubonthe 
spinifexplains. NofullycolouFedmaleswere0bseme.din any of 
theflocks. 
Nine Plumed WhistlingLluck wereseen at the Recreation Pool. 
This species has not previously beenrecorcled in thisarea 
Asurveyof birds in thisa mwas caniedoutby Rodney Vgvest 
in April 1988. 
Because of the recent development of the area as a refuge for 
waterbirdsandthegreatvarietyofotherbirdspresent,perhaps 
records should be added to the National Parkssurvey. 
L. & M. Whisson, A &R. Jones 
LakePoongkaliyarra Recreation andCatchment Area -301 
6/90-4PII90 
.9AumluLnOrsbc aJlh (u) 
3AunnltnPeliun IitthCordL (a) 
6 b t a  Coamtid(u) 
7F5cdcamarac - --a) 
mtiatpisdCorm- BlllarinopaICoKhbum(u) 
23 Little Black Cmmonm Red-LuckedKin* (u) 
1 2 R d f i c H a n  SacrodKin- (u) 
U)Wh&f.ad Hcrm Rainbow Bsbslta (c) 
10 GIUI Egm T m  Murin (a) 
1LinlcEgm Fairy Mutin (c) 
70 Rufav  Night Ham B l r r t - f d  Cuckoo-aluike(c) 
*2Glauylbir WhirawingedT d l a  (u) 
22Smw-nscSd lbir Grey Shdkthnuh (i)
. 9 R v m a d ~ ~ ~  W iW@ (a) 
39 Black Swrn lhnomu Red-wublu (i) 
30RcificBhJI)uck Ruf- ( 4  
45 c k y  Ted Brown *6) 
*8 Hudhtrd Vuicgatsd Fairy-- (u) 
Whish8 Kite (c) Yc l low-htsd  Mina (c) 
Little E.gL (c) SingingH o ~ y s l t a(c) 

M a d  ILrria ( l a  ysu)(i) Guy-kdsd Honeyeatar(u) 
AurmlLD Hobby (I) whhphnrd Hmcyrata (a) 
Bmwn Falam (c) Brown Honsymsr (a) 
Auslli .n Katd (c) Chimaa~Chat (a) 
700EvlvimCoa Shi.tsd Pudalotc (u) 
30 Red-hssdDDaal Rintsd firaril(a) 
40 Black-franedPlncr F i d l( 4  
*8 Black-wit@ Stilt A u a m l h  kLlpialuL (c) 
1CommonsMdpipa link woobwlllow (c) 
P u d  Dove (c) Piod Burb& (u) 
Diunad Dove (c) Aunnltn Magpie (i) 
c h t s d  %- ( 4  LinL a o w  (c) 
Spinifu Pigom (a) Tm0d.n Cmv (c) 

Speck  d e d  dna the nution of Lakc P o o g d i y u n  (i) = individual (u) = 
uncanmon (c)=amma!(a)=.bundMI 

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON EGGS, HABITAT AND 
SHOOTING 
EarlierthisyearWABNmentionedinthecourseofanarticle,that 
a probable cuckoo was removed from a nest This action 
appeared to enabletwohDneyeatetstodevelop,fledgeand leave 
thenest TheEditorofWABirdNotesreceived twolettersabout 
this matter, both commenting on the impropriety and even 
illegality of the action. 
Ithappenedthattheseletterswerereceivedaboutthetimethetwo 
year m~atoriurnon duck shootingin theSouth-Westwas lifted 
so that between % oo'clockin the forenoon of Sunday 14th 
January 1990, until fifteen minutes after seven o'clock in the 
afternoonof Sunday 1lth February 1990"(GovernmentGazette 
WA) there was open season in respect of specified wild duck 
within specifiedareas of the boundariesof the South-Westand 
EuclaLandDivision. Duck whichcouldbeshotwere Australian 
Shelduck,Pacifz Black Duck, GreyTeal, Australian Shoveler, 
Pink-eared Duck,Hardhead and Maned Duck. No letter or 
comment on this was mived by the Editor and the contrast 
between the events was provocativeof some thought 
As may be redled, there was agooddeal of concernexpressed 

at the nxmption of duck shooting and there were minor 
eamunters between shooters and those opposed to shooting, 
pdcularly around LakeWannamal. Intexeahgly, in the same 
GovernmentGazetteW kasannouncedtheSouth-Westshooting 
season (22 December 1989) there was also announced open 
seasononalltheabovementhedducks,togetherwihWandering 
andplumedWhistling-Duck,forthewholeof 1990,forthewhole 
of the Kimberley,Northwest andEastern Land Divisions. This 
matter appears to either have gone unnoticed or be of little 
concan, for no anti-shooting protests continue. This seems a 
strangelycontrary situation, a a commentary on the politics of 
protest 
It seemsequallycontraryto condemnthe takingof a singleduck 
egg, when within a few weeks itbecomesperfectlylegitimateto 
shoot the rest of the same clutch. Equally, it seems difficult to 
reconcilethecondemnationof thedestructionof asinglecuckoo. 
which pmerved (in the specific case) the life of two other 
honeyeatem,whilenotcondemningshootingandthe widespread 
destruction and degradation of habitat which continues in 
WesteanAustdia(andwhichmayworsenwiththeessentialfinal 
limits now reached for farming land). Such loss of habitat 
desaoysorseverelyreducesopportunitiesforthesurvivalofmany 

T?m&PfSaundeainthewheatbelt 
ber 1989jhasbeen inparttoendeavour 

to determinethe level of total bird and species reduction in the 
region. Hispreliminary conclusionsseemedhardlyencouraging. 
Oneof the lettersconcerningthecuckooincidentreferredto4'an 
illegal act". It is possible to consider any matter in a numbex of 
ways,e.g. ethically,economically,legallyand scientifically(not 
mutually exclusive of course). The RAOU policy on Duck 
Hunting (13th February 1988)specifically spurns the ethical or 
mod approach and emphasises the scientific- which seemsa 
reawnableposition, given the nature of the RAOU. 
Unfortuately,asallmemberswillbeaware,scientificdataonall 
Aush.alianbirds, including waterbirds, is relatively scanty and 
barely adequate for the development of scientifically based 
policies In&ed theRAOUpolicyrecommendationsforscientitic 
studyare somassiveasto be unlikely tobe seriouslyconsidered 
formanyyears. 'Ihefirstrec~nmendationalone,thatthereshould 
be pmduced andpublished "an annual Ausfrah-widesurveyof 
the t im i i ,  duration, distribution and success of waterfowl 
breeding events" gives some idea of the magnitude of the 
scientificquestionsposed. 
An aside: there is a h  a srrange mmmendation that research 
should be canied out into possible lead poisoning of waterfowl 
andcarrion feedingbirds, sothat when identified, steelshotonly 
be used in such wetlandsas areaffected. Thisseemslikesaying 
smoking is bad for your lungs and recommending regular 
monitoring,80 ~OII yo0be abktogiveup smokingwhen cancer 
is detected). 
Legalapproacheshavethedisadvantageofbeingreadilyalterable 
through thepolitical pocess.(wirness duck shooting in 1990in 
WAandtherecentnon-protection ofarangeofbirds(WABNNo 
53March 1990)and only asvaluableas enforcementcan make 
them. Duck shooting is a notable example of enforcement 
difficulties,forducksareshotoutof allowed hours, shoton areas 
closed to shootingand ducks, not on the shootingschedule,are 
killed. (Nottomention thelitter,disturbanceandfireslitin times 
of total fm4.m). 
Ethicalconsiderationsareoftendficult tohaveacceptedandare 
notoriouslyunpopular,economicandorherargumentsbeingmuch 
p r e f d  
Is the destruction of a cuckooto savetwo honeyeatersethically 
correct? Thesituation isanalagousto an obstetricaldecision on 
whethertosavefoetudchildamother,anareainwhichthewilful 
destructionof eithermaybe illegalbutin which thesavingof one 
at theexpenseof theotherusually seenasethicaland acceptable. 
If the destructicmof the cuckoois "illegal*, but "ethical", which 



d e s t r u c t i o a a d m e i r M ~ T h e ~ d c b e f e o n ~carntedova250~atthewaterbatbsoutsi&thewindows 
agriculture and economic developncnt is am effart to 
~ i l e t h e e c a M m i c ~ t s i n v o l ~ ~ a s W e l l a s I h e c t h i c a lAgreatrimcwashadbyallandorrrthaalrstoGwandGt.ahame 
and scientific. TheRAOU (WA) appodhn to theMtI#aK\lr Goodreidf atheirex- attentionand-and tocourse 
&vebpmentis~onob~totkbssofbirdhabitat ,and agmiwRodSmith. 

thepotentialendangennentofatleastmspecies(Canaby's PS.Eyrehasmmethingf a  eveayok. Have you been thereyet? 
Cockatoo). C. Mercer 
Inammary,theEeseemsLittle ' of- to egg LI'ITLE EGRFI' FEEDING BEHAVIOUR 
t a k i n g * ~ ~ v i n g , d u c k ~ ~  Whilstwatching wadar feeding onthevast expanse of weedand ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t x i n g ~ i s r n e a s y ~ ~ 
sanduncoveFed by thed g ti& in Roebuck Bay, we have,n0tbefinally~Me)butitisanareatowhiEhallbirdwatchers drPingforrrseparatedbMay 1988 ,no ted tha t~eve rymightusefully give thoughtandamtian. Sacred Ibis feeding along theti&way therewas alwaysaLittle 

B. Bochanan Egret. It has appearedas thoughtheSacredIbiscreatea feeding 
THE MALLEE MOUNDS AT EYRE -JULY 1990 pattenr for the Little Egret. 'Ihis behavim was not seen 

InJuly. 12iaQqridbirdslbuahmerr~~~Eyretotakeprnt elsewhae - f a  instance during a campout at Cape Keraudren 
~ h a e b o t h ~ i e s ~ e r e ~ ti n t h e s e m n d M a l l e e F o w l ~ S e a F E h u n l e r t h e ~ ~ o f  


e should be given^?FhmabiydrcRAOU
(onduc]rpolicylines)wouldcallfaanAustfalie-wide~of 
thetiming.duration,distributionawlwr;cessofcalckoobreeding 
e m ,  among o(hernxphmembefana decisian. But does 
tbisnsdvethedilcmmaamaelydelay themanentofdifficult 
decision Isthe&strucfhofacuckoo(orshoothgofaQck) 
mareaicssmaalif  thaearcmanyarfewcuclmapaducks? 

cadhuhsprobeblydonotapplytocudrooara 

even~shoohg,butarccenbraltohabitatdEgradationand 


Bonnets, woodswallows, lapwings, Bmwn Songlark, Rufous 
Whistlerand a latge number of Wedgetailed Eagle were just 
somcofthesightings 
The-i$elfstillprovides theeasiest and most exciting 
birding,andthePiok~~thesmattractions,though 
Bluebreasted Fairy-wren, Southern Scrub-robin, Golden 
Whisk, RockPanut, Fan-railed Cuckooand Chestnut Quail-
thrushcrlso povided great interest On theday the main party 
wartsl.abirdandsealwatching, oneobseivet in about four hours 

Rod Smith We all assembled at Cockkbi i  and then the 
Toyota and three white S u b  sct off in proce&m, with 
anothe~Submu waiting at theLooLout Thecasualday visitors, 
ofwhom we hadseveralduringtheweek, must have thought that 
theObservatayhadtalwouttheagencyfaSu~astheyquite 
filledtheparkingarea 
Aftetabriefintroductiontotheartofmeasrnringourpwzsto 

ascextainhow many pet 100metresa shortlessonin elementary 
navigation anda few practise Mowson tht whistles we were to 
carry in casethenavigation wasn't all that good,we plungedoff 
intothebushintwrwarthreesinwhatwebelievedwerr~ght 
lines 1- apt, to make 1 0 h  transects into Ihesaub. The 
navigator pushed bravely on, keeping to a canpass bearing, 
pushingthFwlgtr~,skirtingimpessaMebushwithsixsteps 

sideways, six stepsback, stooping bw undex drooping make 
banches,upanddownsandhills,(fartunatelyalwaysin&iightN 

weather)whiletheothermembersofthegroupactedasoutriders, 

searching thebush in either side f a  make fowl mounds,wive 

motherwise. 

Somelikened thena- to an inhicate dancepaaean - side, 

side, togethex, quick, quick, slow, turnaround ad take a bwk 

bearing! AlltheIimewewerccountingofTthe~andcvay 

10(h tyinga knot in ourpieceofstring, and starting again,until 

ten lolotstold us we had traveltedontkilometre. Thenwe did a 

r ightangle~ ,add50mettes ,Mned~andsetco l l t se  

to~totheroedfiumwhkhwehadstarte&Anymounds 

foundwererecordedbydistancefranthernadanddistanceoff 

the transect line. 
Themiraclewasthatwe mostlycameout w k  we shouldhave, 
and that we could findthepoint bom which astraight lineshould 
takeusditectly to drc Malleefowl mound, andthat w e d  even 
re-locatetheareaswkthemoundslayinthatthickandtangled 
bush 
Thesearchwasdeemedsuccessful,aswerecardeda~21 
moundson topof last year's 20, though only a couple of these 
were active. Perhapswe were tooearly, as two showedsignsof 
somerenewedBCtivityonthatveryday,butwewerealm most 
concernedto-ontWydugoutby&aofwhichthere 

B. Barrett 

ELEGANT PARROT SIGHTED NEAR KALBARRI 
We ae pleased to have nxeived a Bird Observers Club of 
A w t n b  Unusual Sighting Record from the filesof Stephen 
Debus, Editor, The Australian Bird Watcher. 
While the record is dated August 1987, it is of importanceas 
ElegantF%mtwerenot nqcriedborn the 1 degree block in The 
A t h  of Australian Birds, B l a h  M,Davies SJJF, Reilly P N 
(1W) RAOU, Melbourne University F9ess 
TheObserver, Rex Buckingham, saw four Elegant Parrot near a 
rainwater pool in asandpitclose to Kalbarri some twelve 
metres firwn his 'hide', a motor vehicle. Checking with local 
birdwatchers revealed thatElegant Parrot hadbeen reported in 
theKamarriateaprevhuslybylessexpezhcdobserversand 
had on each occasion been attxibukd as the frequently sighted 
Rock Parrot 

Editor 

RED-BACKED KINGFISHER 
OnFriday 27th July, Iobsmd abird at thecanerof Wellesley 
andManiotRoads,near B m w i c k  Jwtion,  which appearedto 
be apale kingfiia, sitting on telegraph w h s .  
Upon closer inspection thebird was idenrif~iedas a Red-backed 
kind is he^ Thestriatedheadand white underpartsdifferentiated 
it fium a Sacred Kingfsher. The bird seemed wet and was 
perchingwith itswings slightly d mexposing the rump and 
bwerback with a distinctive rufouscolour. 
I observed the bird f a  about five minutes, before drivingoff (to 
carry onmy h p e w e s t  count). The k i n g f i ~remainedwhere 
it was. 
Simpson and Day (1986) state "an arid inland species which 
moves to thecoast in dry y m n  andCayley (1987) agreeswith 
this. TheAtlasofAusealianBirds(Bhlrersetal1984)showsno
recordofthebird in the lowet south-west of Australia 
The recent severed winds e x p e r i d  in W.A. may possibly 
have driven ablown theRed-backedKingfisherfrom itsnoPmal 
habitat. 

areanumberroaming~~withfoxesandferalcats J.G. Little We 
a l s o s a w ~ o w l , a t a c o l l p S e ~ ~ o n I y a b w t 5 0 ( k n
fiumthehouseandnumerous~wereformd 
The"on thesidenbirdingwasalsoveryrewarding, especially on 
the aftemam excursion to Afabiddy station, to see the Blue 
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RAPTOR FEEDING 
Wewish0feat lo l tLwkfrepabrof~byre9ders .  
Fartbe lh~anba1990issuethesubjta i s~FEEDN.  
Pleasesend inbrief& d s  dyarexprieacesufthis(in 1990). 
usingthefobvingasaguide: 
1. speciesafrapn 
2. If liveprey: what was theprey? 

whexe was it eaten? 

3. Ifnotliveprey,whatwasthefoob? 
4. Were other raptors involved? 
5. Whatwasthelocalityandenvironmentl 
6. When did it occur? (montMimeofday) 
Rearlersmay 'phone their umtribudons totheoffice(364 6202) 
asubmit them in writingpr ia  to October 20th. 

R*SeriOB 
AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE AND AUSTRALIAN RAVEN -
SURVEY PROJECT 
Following recentcorrespondenceconcerning possiblechanges 
of abundance in Australian Magpie in the South-west, Mark 
Whackett is rmdertdring a longitudid (possibly five year) 
surveyofthe~ofAusttalianMagpieandAustralian 
Raveninthesuburbsofperth 
'IhisisasrrrveytowhichallPerth~birdwatchemcanmake 
a contribution without the need of much, if any travel costsand 
youarerrdredandenmmgedtotakepart. 

Surveysheetsandhrtherinfonnathcanbeobtained6om 
MarkWbPckett, 12/16HensmmStrecO,SouthPerth,6151or 
tolepb~ne367-9189. 

SACRED KINGFISHERS OVERWINTERING IN THE 
SOUTH-- A REQUESTFOR RECORDS 
TheSacred Kingfisher is ~ganiedas a summermigrant in the 

sartsofpey eatemby Sacred Kingfishers(large invertebratesand 
small vertebrates) arearein the forests andwoodlandsof the 
south-west in wintet but are abundant around wetlands at this 
time. Rotma Island, with a locally mild climate, weUands and 
amckymarineshodinepmidingsheldbaysrichin~

i n v m ,  may be the ideal sart f a  over-wintering !bml 
Kinstishas. 

T o s e i f o w r - w h t e x h g ~ K i n ~ a r e c l o s e l y ~ i a t e d  
WitharctlandsintherJiouth-wesfIwouldbe~yinterestedin 
other winter mads  of Sacred Kin- (Apdto August 
inclusive). 

MJ.Bamford 
Refere.nee8: 
Pizzey, G. & Doyle, R. (1980). A Field Glride to the Birds 4 
Ausbralia, Collins, Sydney. 
Saunders, DA. and & Rebkra, C9.  (1985). The Birdlac 4 
Rottnest I s l a d  Saun&n and & Rebiem, Guildfad, Westem 
Australia 
Serventy, DL. and Whittell, H.M. (1976). Birdr of Western 
Ausmlia, University of  Westenr Australia Press,Perth. 

Some easy questiansf areaders of a well-known ornithological 
publication: 
1. 	Has Asian Dowitcherbeen seen in the South-west of WA? If 

so,where? 
2. 	 Banded Stilt bred at Lake King in 1988. When was the 

previous recordedbeeding at Lake King? 
3. 	 Has Oriental Cuckooever been recosdedsouth of the Great 

sandy Desert? 
4. 	 Which duck fmt f a  Australia was mrded in South-west 

WA in 1986? 
5. 	 In 1986 a fmt sighting of a swallow species for theSouth-

west was made at 'lhompsons -. What species? 
6. 	 Wkae have Royal Spoonbills been obsemed breeding in 

South-west WA? 

byearlyMarchathe&weekofApilattheb(~and
Whittell 1976). SacredKingfiMxmareknown toover-winter in 
the south-west however, (Semmty and Ile Rebiera 1985). It is 
notunexpected,*fore, torecadtheoccasionalovet-wintering 
SacredKingfishexinthesouth-- 'Ihebcationsof-
I have made, however, are inmesting. 
O n 2 3 M a r c h 1 9 8 8 , r t p o k o C S r w x e d ~ w a s ~ e d a t  
PointDuaro(33 19's. 11540E) onIachemdt Inlet.Initially 
thoughttobe lade ia departing fixmrdrem climes, at least one 
SacredKingfiiwasstillpesenton 11 May 1988.011 1 June 
1989, a singleadult malewas seen03 kmmthoflheChimneys 
onPeelInlet (32 33' S, 115 4 2E), whileon20July 1990, a single 
birdwasfoundamongstpape&uktmsatthesouthemendof 

Lake Joondalup (31 46' S, 115 4T E). AU of these Sacred 

s o u t h - w e s t o f A ~ a n i v i n g i n e d y ~ b e r a n d ~7. Wheae was the mastnortherfy reportedsighting of a Doubls 
bandedPlover in WA? 

8. 	Whenwere Garganey k t  reported 6om the Kimbexley? 
9. 	 'Ihefitstknownrecord of Royal Penguinin WA was a t ?  
10.Where hasTawnycmwned Honeyeaterbeen seen in Perth? 

ALBANY -2ndJune 
The monthly meeting for May was delayed tillSafurday 2nd June 
to take advantageof the long weekend andwas held in the CWA 
Hall in Albany, attendedby some50 membersand birdwatchers 

Kin~wereinve~cbseto~,uhereasinsummetfrom thedis&ictand Perth. The object of holding themeeting in 
the species is commonly e m u n d  in open farests and 
woodlands often many kiIometres from the nearest wetland. 
Pizzey(l980)suggests~over-Wiarehg SaxedKingfishers 
in southem Austdia occur in ~egionsof locally mild climates. 
'Ihishasbeentheexplanationoftheresidentstatusofthespecia 

on RotPlest Island, where the climate is ameliorated by the 
surroundingocean(SiumdersandhRebiera 1985). Themainland 
sites on theLesclmadt and Peel Inlets, and at LakeJoondalup, 
d o n o t a p p e a r t o h a v e t h i s c ~ ~ .  
Rxsibly, over-wintering Sacred Kingfishers areassociated mt 
simply with locally mild climates, butwith environmentswhich 
canprovide them with a reliablefood supply during winter. The 

Albany rathetthan in Perth was partly toemphasisethattheWA 
Gnoup consists of more than just Perth and partly to take the 
chance of seeing birds confined largely to the Albany district. 
At themeeting, Alan Danks (Manager at theTwo Peoples Bay 
Nature Reserve) gave a talk, illustrated by slides, on theproject 
forrelocatingmNoisy Scrub Birdsfromthecentreof thereserve 
tomaautlyingmmastolessentheriskoftheirbeing wiped 
out by sane untoward event (e.g. fire) if they continue to be 
concentratedinme- Sincethebirdlaysonlyoneeggayear, 
reproductionisslow; location isa necessaryprecaution against 
disastet for a species thatoccursonly in this area. 
This talk was followed by another illustrated talk given by Allan 
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Burbidge (of Woodvale Wildlife Centre,CALM) on the Gro~md 
Parrotthathasalsobeenrrgartedinthearca,butis~essyto 
findandtopaewe. 'IhepoMemsincor49ervinglfiissptxies 
appear altoged~~more famidable than wlth the Nolsy Scrub 
Bird. 
To&i& with the meeting, a campwt andsevemlexcursions 
wererrnangedduringthewedrcnd. ChSeQlrdayaftemoonRay 
GastoneIbdanauhusirrsticgronpofma50QGullRoc)rand 
sumundhgbushlanL EvayanehadvaygoalvinvsofRocL
Panrotherefeedingdrooetingmthc~~dation.There 

werealso~dElegantWrr4RedeaedFinEailandBrown 
Gdaawkduringtheaftemoon. Sameinthepertystoppedatthe
Kalgan River cm6sing on the way beck to camp to wptch two 
Ospey, am neata disusednest and theother flyingIlpstream. 
~ t h e f d b w i n g d a y , S r n d a y 3 ~ l J m t , a b o u t 4 0 ~ a n d  
othersmetattheTwoPeaplesBayNatw;r:Resencoaacdd

momingwhichf~lycheeredupasthedayprognssed. 
Dividedintof c n ~groups,thepertiesfdbwedupthebudcallsof 
maieNoisyScnrbBirds claiming taritoryaddidtheirbearttosee 
them. Somcmembenrgotf laet ing~butfarmet i twas  
a crrse of hupiqj fix a hrkia day. 0th birds were M y  
plentiful including Tawny- Honeyeater, Fan-tailed 
C&a, Weskm-- Sauthan Emu-wren and even 
Western Whipbird (whicb does not make a wise like a whip 

Ch Monday morning scnne members to& a seabird trip (see 
=P=terepntbyhB*) .  
Morethan100sDeciesofbirdsmseeninAlhvawrall. It 
wasa dandsuccessfirl weekendthat theway f a  
a similardistantmeetingdacursians elsewhere in WA in the 

Meinbetswill have theqyxmitytopma campoutto Albany 
following the RAW Congress in Perth in !kptember 1991. 
Maskyollrdiarics~-22ndto27thSeQtembet1991-andjoin

in the activities in Albany, a rich birdwatching district with 
divase bird habitat 

B. W i  
ALBANY SEABIRDTRIP- 4th June 
The 14 members who pined skipper Fred Bairstow, his wife 
Mavis and crewmemberColinaboerdthe 'Avm*, were Ereated 
to someexceIlentviews of s e dcommonlocalseabirds. Soon 
afterleavingthejeaywesawourf~stGreatSlrua-them 
at Albany is one of only two places m Australia where Great 
S k marecommonly within aharborn. h t kout,wesaw 
more,with up to eightWingneartheboatatany one time,and a 
numbexcanermd~mthe~aOICt~thGbOBt 
There were, of come, the usual gulls, ternsand gannets,but the 
sightingsofmoainterestweretheslbatrosses.Upto18Yellow-
nosedAl~dbtseenatonce,withmostofthesebeimg 
very close totheboat. AU wereadults. Sornepeople got a distant 
view of an adult Black-bwed AIbatross. 
After a cup of tea on board, we entered nearby Oys&exHarbour 
and t5nwmam Green Island. 'Ihis island supports a 
F'e~Cohywhichwasacliveatthetime*~ b 0 m S i l v e r  
Gullsand threespecksof camoraat,theFewas a flockof about 
100G m tKnotontheisland Nearby we saw aPacificGulland 
a Kelp Gull, standing next to each aherand providing a useful 
can-. 


A. Burbiige 

YELLAGONGA REGIONAL PARK SURVEY NO 1 -
LAKE GOOLELLAL - 3rd June 
A group of about a dozen birders waited at the edge of Lake 

Godellalat830mSunday 3rd Junef a  our'%eaderPnrter" toappear. 
Unfaetlglately Ron Van Delft was unable to come and the 
~ w a s s t r u c k b y t h e ' f l u 'thatmulermoming.Clive 
Napier W o n  theroleof leader,htit was acaseof t h e W  
leadingtheblind,asClivehadnotbeentotheLalcebefore.We 
could seeMusL Duck.RicificBlack Duck.AustralasianGrcbe, 
GreatEgret,aMarshHarrierandmanyothawaterandbushbirds
b n  thesouth-westem edge ofthe Lalce. 
As thick undergrowthprevented easy further movement, we 
droveammito theEasternsideof the Lake. Hereviewing was 
much better ad access easier. We saw Straw-necked Ibis, 
White-faced Heron.GreatCrestedGrcbe, AusEralian S helduck, 
Maned Dwk and a Yelbw-billed Spoonbill. Clamoms Reed 
Warbkm weresingingin themodsdmdwe saw a Little Eagle and 
an Australian Kesael overhead. 
Thereisverygoodcoverforw~irdsonthelaltebutinsame 
placesac& iirestrictedduetoprivateownership of the b i d e  
lend.Fcxtyhvospeciesm m r d e din an enjoyable morning's 
birding. 

W.Napier 

BICKLEY BROOK RESERVOIR - 17tb June 
Bickley B d  R m o u  lies in a steep sided valley only 23 
kibmetres from Perth GPO, and yet the area contains some 
delightful countryside that is nlatively unspoiled and offers a 
good variety of terrain f a  the birdwatcher. 
About 30of us meton a bright cold morning with Rod Smith as 
our leaderand w outto explorethe stream and the steepernorth 
SideofthevaUey. Thebirdpopllationwasnotasactiveaswe 
were andwe had to work for our sightings, but by lunchtime we 
had a camt of 35 species. 'Ihenwere Splendid Fairy-wnm in 
abundanceand most people had agoodview of the malesin full 
wlour. Otherrew~sighiingswcr~Red-wingedFairy-wxms 
and both Fan-tailedCuckoo and H d W s  JhnzeCuclroo. 
During OUT lunch break,a Spotted Panjalotetookcenmstage to 
g i v e r r r a n e x p l i a t d m ~ m o f i t s ~ t i m f e a ~S M y
bardswe put up a large Red ~ a n g k oabout 200 meh& 
~whereourcarsmparlcedwhichsho~~,Ithink,thatthe 
cormtrysideherehas not been too tamed asyet. 
I enjoyed our outing immensely but you can't do justice to this 
area in just a few horn and we were unable to explore the 
southmnslrlpts i n a n  shorttime there. A highly recommended 
)ocation. 'IhankyouRod. O n e w o d o f c a ~ , t h e ~ o u i s  
being enlargedso themwill be a greatmket from earthmoving 
equipmentduringthewaking weelr. Makeyourvisitsduring the 
weekend f a  some time to come. 

SERPENTINENATIONAL PARK - ktJuly 
The 30asopeople who artendedthis excursion were treated to 
some excellent weather and went to parts of thePark which are 
not often visited by birdwatchers 
About 30species o f b i i  wereseenat the firststop which was in 
amwive woodlandat the baseof the scarp,off W i e l d  Road 
Birds seenhere included Australian Shelduck and Maned Duck 
prospectingf a  hollowqthreespecies of cuckoo and six species 
ofhoneyeatez. 
The secondstop, in jarrahand dryandra, was poor in birds, with 
few seenofeach species,apart fromWestern Spinebii which wexe 
abundantand feedingat flowers of the dryandla. 
The final stop was made at the Pipebead Dam,where the most 
htemting birds included the Redeared Fitail and White 
breastedRobin. 
A totalof37 specieswasm d e din thePark.Thisincluded two 
speciesnot on the list heldby CALM. Thanksmust go to David 
Lamont, the National Parir Ranger, for assistance with this 
excursion. 

A. Burbidge 
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This excursion is likely to include an ibis search.which involves 
spPading people amund the farms of the Cape1 area early in the 
m a n i n g a n d h a v i n g t h e m ~ w h e n d w h e r e i b i s f n n n M ~  
swamp f a d  'Ibis quires lots of people with vehicles. 
Someplauting activities may also take place. 
FnnlrDoylec~nbecmtsctedon097~2675(afterhours)todiscuss 
themeaiug place dtime. 

S h y  7th October 
HaKdayescundon-LakeClaremont

PhilipGabriel shxlied thislake intensively f a  a period of about 12 

EXCURSIONS PROGRAMME 
Sunday 2ad September 
Fullday ucumlm - Boyqgla Rock 
This wheatbelt name -e h a  bemvisitedby theRAOU cmr a 
numberof yeanand catimm tobe a favcmifcsite f a  excumia~. 
Manyintem~birdsi~shawbanramdedmdplautsofthe 
area axeof interestduriugpaiods when birds am few. 

4I 
I 

"f 
I 

I 

Thee~cUrsiondepartsat7.15SHA~franthe~j~~of
m ~ n t h s d r s c n u l y ~ t e d a t a l l r t o a n R A ~ ~ m ~ a b o u t h i s  
Canning R o d  and Broddon Highway at Kssngrdlen 
Leader Ian Standring 

Sunday 9th September 
Half day excursion - Yebgonga Reglond ParkFinal Survey 
Yellagooga Regional Pa& in thenew name f a  the chain of lakes 
from Lab Cidlelal to Lake J d u p .  Bid lists from these 
surveyswillbesgalttotheDepatmentofmPllningmdUrben 
Developmentto assist thanin p~paringa chaftmanagement plan 
forthepark 
Matat8.30pmonthesectionofBindaneTarscenea~estLPke 

Goollelal. 
Leader:Tobemmged 
Campout 15thand 16thSeptember 
Eneabba Lakes 
In 1987 the RAOU held an excursion to Eneabba which by the 
account in WA Bird Notes was quite a swxss. PeterMack,the 
leader of the 1987 exclusion reports that new birdwatching sites 
have been found in the Met since the 1987excursion and he is 
keento show btoRAOU members. 
P&ionto~atatehdoonhasbeen~M~dthereis 
an ammities block at the camp site. To g a  toM e  Ixxkxm travel 
along theBrand Highway tothetum-oEtoLeeman which is about 
2kmsouthofEneabbk WEleIndooninaboutllhnfrantheBrand 
Highway and isclearly aiguposted. 
Meet on Friday night or Sanaday at 10.30at M e  lndoon 
Leader:Peter Mack (Telephone 099 381 861) 
Saturday 22nd September 
Hallday excurdon - Chondala Lake 
Thisexcursionisf a  hardy birdwatchers d y .  who donot complain 
to anyonebut themselves when wading waist deepin wld water to 
seebreedingbirds only to fmd all the birds have gone! 
ChandalaLalreisintheGinginregionandinsomeyearsisabreeding 
am f a  Straw-necked Ibis,heauns, cormaam and Rufous 
haons. This makes it a vay significant lake in a regional ccmtexc 
tbaeare few lakes that areknownto have breeding Straw-necked 
Ibis~lecaFkah 

Itisnecessarytowadeintothewatertoget~aMeviewsofbirds, 
soplease comeprepared with waders and/or a change of clothes. 
Sections of the mad in may be impassible to two wheel drive 
vehicles, sosomesharing ofvehicles may need to take place. 
Meet at the Muchea Store on the fmt bend of the Brand Highway at 
8.0Qam 
Leader: George Agar 
Monday 24thSeptember 
M e e m  - Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre, 8 pm 
Tobe arranged 
L q  weekend campout: 29th September to lst October (& 
school hdldays by arrangement) 
Campout - Arfllleld Wetland ProJect, Capel 
The RAOU has a cmiract with AMC MineralSandsLSd todevelop 
an Micial  wetland from a forma mining am specifically as 
habitat for b i d  lhis pmjeet i n v w  many facets, including 
desiguing tbe shape md &pth of the wahnd, planting suitable 
vegetathandmaoitoringthesuccesgofthewetldasbirdhabitat. 
Frank Doyle is employed by theRAOU full time f a  this project 

work. Non-RAOUmembers will be invited tothis excursim sothey 
cangainsom insightintothe wald ofbirds, and seriously
umsider.i o i i"the RAOU. 
Meet at thesouthend of Strickland Sireet at 1.30pm 
m.Philip Gabriel 
Saturday Uth October 
Half day axcurdon - Woodman Pdnt  
Woodman Point in a unique biiwatching site where you can see 
Ruddy Turnstones feeding on the seaweed and walk 50 metres and 
=SpladidFe-wmm inthebusbesnearby. Whilstnoguar~ntees 
can be offered regarding the above b i d ,  this excursion will visit 
both the beach and the famex quarantine station, which has good 
stands oforiginal vegetation on i t  
Meet at 8 am at the turnoff to Woodman Point (and the Cockbum 
Powa Boat Club) franCockburn Road. 
Leader:Barbara Hale 
Saturday 20th October 
Halfday excursion - Wellard Wetlands 
The Wellard Wetlandsare artificial wetlands that were -clay 
pits. About 10years ago, RAOU members sankkneedeep in clay 
toplantpaperhubmundone of thewetlandstoenhancetheir value 
to birdlife. The excursion leadex, Ben Carr is currently studying 
thesewetlands. 
Otherwetlandsintheamwillalsobevisited.Meetat8.30amatthe 

caner ofZig Zag Road and St Albans Road. 
Leader:BenCarr 
22nd to 26th October - Blrd Week 
Monday 22nd October 
Meetlng - Herdsman Lake Wildllfe Centre, 8 pm 
Discussion and review of SCOPEWEST Project and Annual 
Waterfowl Count,previously advertised f a  March meeting. 
Speakers: Dr. Stuart Halse of C.A.L.M. and Rodney Vervesr, 
RA0.U. Research Officer. 
Campout 3rd & 4thNovember 
Woodanllltq 
Our camputs here have been popular and have provided people 
with manyhappy b i i  memories. Ray Garstone with assistance 
from Wayne Zadow will help us with their local knowledge and 
skills. Camp will be at the Woodanilling Caravan Pa& where there 
are good ablution blocks - hot showers, power points. 'Ihere axe 
barbeques available. Bring tents etc for self sufllcient camping. 
Meet at 8am and again at noon on Sanuday. 
Leader: Ray Garstone 
Saturday lOUlNovember 
Hall day excursbn - AsMeld Flats 
The Bassendean Reservation Group, a local residents group has 
recently decidedto seek official consewation status f a  a @on of 
the Ashfield Flats which has saltmarsh, Melaleuca hamulosa and 
Bullrush vegetation This am is alsogood for biiwatching as it 
abuts the riva and is adjacent to a large grassland area where small 
birds of prey are often seen. 
Meet at the wmaof  BestWay andElder Street, Bassendeanat8am 
LeaderRon Van Delft 
17thto25thNovember - AnnualWaterfowl Count 



Sundop 18thNmmber 
H a l f d r y ~ w - B e e l l P r W e W  
T h e E m k  Wethtxlsisthschrinof~whichnmhmNorth 
LalretoThodosoaaaLeloa 'IbeludeJrcursianhaewas*ty 
succesafulbecauscwew~rMetoseemanywctlmds,uchwith 
differmtbabi~s~birdg,mashortsp~ceoftimcThiacxcursim 
d txmcdhk an ~ a t hLake4 ~ a s e  Swamp, Roe 
Swampmd Bibra Lakcat the top oftheBeeliar Chin. 
Meetot8.30amat'PionsasRrk'onBibrrRodof~I)ri~~ 
Bih.Rodisnotmadehut~juntasdl~stpPrkrbau~~ 

southoftheintasactimofHogeR0dmd~Drivc 
~ N a w Z i a d f i e y  
Saturday and/or Sunday Mtb  & 25th November 
I k y e x ~ ~ - - ~ u p
TheLakeM d u p  l h u v a t i m  Society invita RAOU medento 
visit M m p ,  eitherfora day or for theweelrmdto birdwatch 
a t t h e l a k e m d m t h e ~ d i s t r i c t g e n a r l l y . ~ e M e r l u p i s  
recognisedasanareaofpmticularvaluetobirds,aaisthensuby 

Peel-Hmey Estuary. 

A came based m e y  of part of LakcMePlup isplanned for some 

time- bwdcead. sobirdwcltcharswithcmoes rreinvited to 
cuwa4rs argrniwrin tbia regd. 
AstheroutetoLalreMealupisquitecamplex,membersshouldmeet 
o t t h e c o r n a o f t b e S o u t h W e e t H i g h w a y m d ~ R o d  
(whichpisnm"fd:from the Pinjrm Ruxcourse) at 9.30 am m 
Saturdaymaming. If you wish tojointhe excurdm m Sunday a 
inteodtostay avanightpleasemakeanotetocontactPeterWilmot 
m 3394142 (h)during theweek Moretheexamion. 
Leads. PetaW i  
Monday 26thNovember 
Meeting - HerdsmanLokcWildlife Centre,8 pm 
Travellers1Tplcr 

Sunday 2nd Dccember 
Ralf day eXcxCural6n - Flynn Road 
TllrssitebaJhobsewedregularlyduring thelastfew yeam and 
hasproven to be anexcellent area f a  birds. Amongst thebird life 
aaenat thissite k eCrested--ti4 fau speciesofrobin,fiveof 
parrot and eight of raptns. 

Meet at 7.15 am ot the corns of Flyrm Road md Great Eastern 
Highway,w h i c h i s a b o u t o n e k i l ~ ~ t o w a r d s P e r t h h ' t h e  
Lalres' h~noff(i.e. the turnoff to York). 
Leader:Bryan Bsrreu 
Sunday 9th December 
Chrlstmosbreakfast - Whiteman Park 
Following the maeasoftheKingsParkBreakfast held inFebruary 
this year, it hasbeen decidedto hold a similar event f aQnistmas. 

1990ALLPURPOSEBIRD CARDS 
'Ihc 1990all-pwpasebird card 
setsaremwmsaleatCanning 

Bridge oflice. 

We an indebted to artist and 

member Bryoay Fremlin for 

Qnatingtbepeintingsforthis 

yew's excellent set and to 

member Michael Bamfard for 

pce@ngtbebxts. 
A packet of eight M y  cards 
casts $6, a bargain price. 
Thisyearwewillrotbeinvited 
to have a stall at King's Park 
Wildflower Exhibition and we must f& other avenues for 
the sale of theciuds to raise funds. 
Canyouhe4pbyEalringsomepacksandsellingthemOywr

& i d s ?  Packswillbeavailableatgenefalmeetingsarrd 
hmthe RAOUoffice. 

If able to help. please forward by telephone or letter, your 

name,addressand thenumberof packsrequired. Yourhelp 

will be appreciated. 


NEW ZEALAND BOTANICAL TOUR 
26 NOVEMBER - 19DECEMBER 1990 
COATE'S WILDLIFETOURS of krth are pleased to 
announcethe additionof a 24day New Zealand Botanical 

-	 Tourtotheirpopularpogrammeofwildlifetours. 
This new tour isa fascinating introductim tothealpineflora 
andvegtmrionofboth theNorthand South Islands. Thetour 
begins in Chistchurch with 14 days in the South Island 
before flying toRotoruato travel theNorth Island finishing 
in AucWand. 
The tour will be expertly escorted by local New Zealand 
guide, SimonHeppelthwaite, a field botanist with extensive 
local knowledge. 

InclusivecostfromFmhis$4449, with lowerpricesavailable 

from otherCapital Cities. 

Further i n f d m  and brochures areavailabletkm 

Please~~~RAOUoff~~~bykbDecanbaifyouwishtohaveWesternAustralia 6050 
acrteffdM a s t . Thiswillcast$6.00perpenron(childrem$3.00). 
In&ex todnbisetheuseofthrow-away cupsa dplates, please 
briqg your o m  mug d plate Washing up facilities will be 
pmvided 
Mactat7.30unatthecaqnukindicatedoathemapbelow. 


I 	 I 

87F iAvenue 
Mount Lawley 

Tel: (09)271 7879 

Fax: (09)27155'70 


mailto:pce@ngtbebxts

